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Principal’s Desk

It gives me immense pleasure to present this special magazine published by the Internal Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC) in honour of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on the occasion of his 135th birth anniversary. This
publication is particularly significant for our institution, which proudly bears his name and seeks to uphold

the ideals he envisioned for a just and equitable society.

Dr. Ambedkar was a towering personality whose contributions extended far beyond the framing of the
Constitution of India. He was a relentless advocate of social justice, equality, and human dignity. His vision
of an inclusive society, rooted in the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity, continues to guide us in
addressing the challenges of the contemporary world. His emphasis on education as a means of empowerment

remains especially relevant for academic institutions today.

This magazine is a thoughtful initiative of IQAC to engage both faculty and students in reflecting upon the
enduring relevance of Dr. Ambedkar’s ideas. It provides a meaningful platform for academic discourse and
critical reflection on issues that continue to shape our society. I am confident that the contributions included

in this volume will inspire readers to think deeply about their roles as responsible citizens.

As an institution committed to quality education and holistic development, we consider it our duty to nurture
not only intellectual growth but also social consciousness among our students. This publication is a step in

that direction, reinforcing our commitment to value-based education and social responsibility.

I congratulate the IQAC team and all contributors for their dedicated efforts in bringing out this magazine. I

hope this publication will serve as a source of knowledge, inspiration, and reflection for all its readers.

EE

Dr. Prashanta Das
Teacher-in-charge
Kultali Dr. B. R. Ambedkar College




IQAC’s Desk

It is with a deep sense of pride and responsibility that the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) presents
this special magazine dedicated to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar—visionary thinker, social reformer, jurist, and chief
architect of the Constitution of India. This publication assumes particular significance as it commemorates his
135th birth anniversary and serves as a humble tribute from an institution that proudly bears his name.

Dr. Ambedkar was far more than a representative of marginalized communities; he was a nation-builder whose
ideas transcended caste, class, and creed. His sustained struggle against social discrimination, coupled with
his firm commitment to democratic values, laid the foundation for a more inclusive and equitable society. His
contributions to constitutionalism, advocacy for women’s rights, and emphasis on education as an instrument
of social transformation continue to hold enduring relevance.

For our institution, this dedication is not merely symbolic but reflects a deeper institutional commitment to
upholding the principles he championed — liberty, equality, fraternity, and social justice. The magazine thus
serves both as a tribute to his legacy and as a reaffirmation of the values that guide our academic and social
mission.

The objective of this publication is to critically engage with the multifaceted dimensions of Dr. Ambedkar’s
thought and legacy. It seeks to provide a platform for faculty members and students to explore and articulate
perspectives on issues of social justice, equality, and nation-building within an Ambedkarian framework.

At IQAC, we view quality education as extending beyond academic excellence to include the cultivation of
socially responsible and ethically aware individuals. This initiative reflects our commitment to fostering such
consciousness through value-based education.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all contributors and supporters of this endeavor. It is hoped that this
publication will not only enrich intellectual discourse but also inspire the integration of Ambedkar’s ideals

into both institutional practices and everyday life.

Sipna (B mrar

Dr. Sipra Biswas

IQAC Coordinator

Kultali Dr. B. R. Ambedkar College




Unlearning Silence: How B. R. Ambedkar Reimagines Awareness as Women’s

Resistance

Srijita Roy
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Kultali Dr. B.R. Ambedkar College

What does it mean to truly be aware in a society where inequality is not incidental but deeply structured? For
B. R. Ambedkar, awareness was never passive knowledge, it was a radical force, a refusal to accept silence,
and a call to question power. His assertion that an ignorant citizen is easy to control while an aware one is
unstoppable becomes even more compelling when viewed through a gendered lens, where caste and patriarchy
intersect to produce layered forms of exclusion. Women, particularly those from marginalized caste and class
locations, have historically been denied education, autonomy, and voice, not by chance but by design, as
ignorance itself functioned as a mechanism of control. In such a context, awareness becomes a powerful site
of feminist resistance: it is not merely about acquiring education but about cultivating a critical consciousness
that questions restricted mobility, invisible labour, and normalized violence. B. R. recognised this deeply,
placing women’s rights at the heart of his vision of social democracy, as reflected in his efforts to reform
Hindu personal laws and to advocate for gender justice. His enduring call to “Educate, Agitate, Organize”
continues to resonate, where education awakens, agitation challenges, and organization transforms awareness
into collective power. In today’s digital age, awareness circulates through new platforms, enabling women to
share experiences and mobilize, yet these spaces remain shaped by inequalities of access, language, and socio-
economic location, determining whose voices are amplified and whose remain unheard. Ambedkar’s vision
thus urges us toward an intersectional understanding of awareness, one that recognizes the entanglement of
caste, gender, and class—and for women at the margins, such awareness is not just empowering but
transformative, enabling them to resist, renegotiate, and redefine their place within society. Ultimately,
awareness is not passive or comfortable; it is active, critical, and political, and when women become aware,
they do not simply resist oppression, they begin to rewrite the very structures that once silenced them, marking

the first step toward enduring freedom.
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Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar: A Visionary Beyond Identities in the Modern World

Dr. Sipra Biswas
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography
Kultali Dr. B. R. Ambedkar College

In this context, attention is directed toward a towering personality who is too often circumscribed within a
narrow frame of identity—Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar. He is frequently remembered primarily as a leader of
marginalized communities, a proponent of reservation policies, or the chief architect of the Constitution of
India. While these roles are undeniably significant, such a limited characterization fails to capture the breadth

and depth of his intellectual vision and multifaceted contributions to society.

At his intellectual core, Dr. Ambedkar may be understood as a profound humanist thinker whose life’s work
was anchored in the pursuit of equality, justice, and human dignity. He maintained that no society can achieve

genuine progress unless it ensures equal rights and opportunities for all individuals. Importantly, his ideas
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were not merely abstract formulations, rather they were shaped through lived experience and sustained

engagement with social inequities.

From an early age, Ambedkar was subjected to acute forms of social discrimination. Practices such as enforced
segregation in educational settings and denial of access to basic resources like water were not merely instances
of personal humiliation; rather, they exemplified the structural inequalities embedded within the social order.
Significantly, these experiences did not engender resentment; instead, they were transformed into a compelling
impetus for social reform. His struggle, therefore, transcended the realm of individual redress and was
fundamentally oriented toward the creation of a just society in which one’s birth would not predetermine one’s

destiny.

One of the most compelling illustrations of the activism of Ambedkar is found in the Mahad Satyagraha,
through which he led a determined struggle to secure the right of marginalized communities to access public
water sources—an effort that transcended the issue of water itself and asserted the fundamental principles of
human dignity and equal rights. The enduring relevance of this movement is evident even today, as disparities
in access to clean water and opportunities persist across various parts of the world. In a similar vein, the
Kalaram Temple Entry Movement represented a direct challenge to entrenched religious exclusion, affirming
the right of all individuals to enter places of worship and underscoring the conviction that religion ought to

serve as a medium of inclusivity and social cohesion rather than a mechanism of discrimination.

Ambedkar firmly upheld the conviction that education constitutes the most potent instrument of social
emancipation. His enduring exhortation - “Educate, Agitate, Organize”- continues to serve as a guiding
principle for marginalized communities striving for dignity and equality. Despite confronting formidable
social and institutional barriers, he pursued higher education with exceptional determination and consistently
advocated for the transformative power of knowledge as a pathway to liberation. As the principal architect of
the Constitution of India, Ambedkar was instrumental in embedding the foundational principles of justice,
equality, and democratic governance within the framework of the nation. The Constitution enshrines core
values such as equality before the law, the abolition of untouchability, the protection of fundamental rights,
and the principle of secularism - ensuring that these are not privileges confined to a select few, but inalienable

rights guaranteed to every citizen, thereby establishing the bedrock of an equitable and inclusive society.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was a pioneering advocate of gender justice and labour rights, whose reformist vision
sought to restructure Indian society on principles of equality and dignity. Through his efforts to introduce the
Hindu Code Bill, he aimed to secure women’s rights to property, inheritance, and social recognition, thereby
challenging deeply entrenched patriarchal norms. His progressive outlook also extended to labour welfare,
where he emphasized the necessity of fair wages, regulated working hours, and comprehensive social security
measures, including the provision of paid maternity leave to safeguard both women’s well-being and the future

of society. As a resolute critic of the caste system, Ambedkar argued that hierarchical social divisions not only

15




marginalize specific communities but also impede the holistic development of society as a whole, asserting
that genuine progress is contingent upon the universal recognition of human dignity. In the contemporary
context despite significant technological advancement, persistent challenges such as social inequality,
economic disparity, and gender discrimination underscore the enduring relevance of his ideas. Ambedkar thus
reminds us that legislative measures alone are insufficient for meaningful transformation; a fundamental shift
in societal attitudes is equally imperative. His lifelong struggle was not confined to the upliftment of a
particular group but was directed toward the emancipation of the entire society, envisioning a nation grounded

in equality, justice, and humanism.

In conclusion, the life and legacy of B. R. Ambedkar offer a profound and enduring lesson for society:
meaningful transformation requires not only the reform of laws and institutions but also a fundamental change
in collective consciousness and social attitudes. His vision compels us to recognize that justice and equality
cannot be fully realized through legal provisions alone unless they are accompanied by a genuine commitment
to uphold human dignity in everyday life. Thus, Ambedkar transcends the confines of historical study; he
remains a vital intellectual and moral force whose ideas continue to illuminate the path toward a more just,

inclusive, and humane future.
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and his relevance in the 21* century India
Payel Basu
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“I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have achieved.” Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in his address to the All-India Women’s Conference on July 20, 1942.

In a patriarchal societal structure like India where women have often been relegated to the fringes, such strong
proclamation by Ambedkar in the 20™ century is not simply revolutionary but can be considered as one of the
early extant of feminist voice and this vision of structuring a MODERN INDIA in a pre- independent setup
found expression through his drafting of the constitution post- independence. In a similar vein to the
progressive minds of Indian intellectuals earlier, Ambedkar too had felt the pressing need for women
empowerment to lead India towards progress and development.

Ambedkar’s lifelong struggle against caste hierarchy in India is a widely known fact to all. His first- hand
experience of caste discrimination, oppression and exploitation fuelled his activist works of the future.
Throughout his growing-up days he had witnessed the atrocities inflicted upon the Dalits, the so called
‘Untouchables’ of the society. Years later as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee for the Indian
Constitution, his provisions for the upliftment of the oppressed and the backward classes led to the foundation
of a holistic approach of unifying humanity traversing barriers.

So, the pivotal question that rings in my mind as I write this today is why even in the 21 century on his 135%
birth anniversary Dr. B. R. Ambedkar is still relevant. To regard him as an intellectual, a social thinker, a
feminist, a social activist, the architect of a better India are but only partial renditions of his identity. A boy
whose indomitable will to rise in society through the power of knowledge against all odds, is a SYMBOL of
courage, resilience and perseverance to me. It is easy to flow with the tide and become one of the many but it
is hard to float against the tide and even harder to become the tide oneself and be ‘the one’ amongst the many.
Ambedkar could successfully become the tidal force to usher in the change in the society. A man who with
years of painstaking dedication frames the constitution of India but doesn’t hesitate to state that if the
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constitution fails to serve its purpose, then he will be the first person to burn it, cannot simply be an idealist.
To me he is a REALIST who like the phoenix has the potential to rise from his own ashes and re-create that
which the nation requires in its journey towards progress. Transgressing the mortal domain, Ambedkar to me
stands for an IDEA which lives on across generations and is propagated deep within our minds to think, to stir
the world and change inside out for the betterment of ourselves and the world.

He is the VOICE of justice for the voiceless faceless automatons, the SPINE for a nation where multitudes
today are spineless, the FORCE for social change, a METAPHOR for equality against plethora of divisive
forces in the society, a DREAM which every citizen of humanity should dream to evolve as more ‘humane’.
A person whose PhD thesis “The Problem of the Rupee” in 1923 had the potential to reshape Indian Economy
and led to the foundation of the Reserve Bank of India in 1935 is no doubt a VISIONARY. Thus, whenever
across the globe today we protest against injustice, work tirelessly to make the world a better place for our
future generations, think of greater good than merely our own, talk of equality, respect and liberty for all
irrespective of religion, caste, creed, colour, sex and emerge as truly humans, ‘Ambedkars’ are born and reborn

every moment across spatiotemporal boundaries.
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A Ciritical Study of Ambedkar’s Political Ideas of Equality
Dr. Krishnendu Haldar
Teacher, Department of English, Kultali Dr. B. R. Ambedkar College
Introduction:

Equality has been a central theme in political thought across history. B. R. Ambedkar stands out for addressing
caste-based inequality in India. In contrast, Karl Marx focused on economic class divisions, Nelson Mandela
fought racial oppression, and Abraham Lincoln worked toward abolishing slavery. Here compares their ideas
to understand different pathways toward equality. While all four thinkers advocated equality, their approaches
were shaped by distinct socio-political contexts—caste oppression, class struggle, racial segregation, and
slavery. The study highlights convergences and divergences in their philosophical foundations, methods, and

visions of a just society.

1. Political Equality and Constitutionalism:

The political thought of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar occupies a foundational place in modern Indian intellectual and

constitutional history as he said:

“Be educated, be organized and be agitated.”
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That encourages collective action to fight inequality and injustice. His ideas on equality were not merely
theoretical constructs but were deeply rooted in lived experience, social realities, and a rigorous engagement
with law, economics, and political philosophy. A research synopsis on a critical analysis of Ambedkar’s
political ideas of equality seeks to explore the depth, scope, and contemporary relevance of his vision,
particularly in the context of caste oppression, social justice, and democratic transformation. Ambedkar
warned that political equality alone is not enough if society remains unequal. A powerful line from his

speech captures this:

“On the 26th of January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions.

In politics we will have equality, and in social and economic life we will have inequality.”

2. Ambedkar’s Idea of Social Equality (Caste and Justice):

Ambedkar’s conception of equality goes beyond formal or legal equality. He consistently argued that political
democracy—based on the principle of “one person, one vote”—would remain fragile unless accompanied by
social and economic democracy. His critique of the caste system as a fundamental barrier to equality forms
the core of his political philosophy. He viewed caste not only as a social hierarchy but as a system that
institutionalizes inequality and denies basic human dignity. “I measure the progress of a community by the
degree of progress which women have achieved.” Which emphasizes gender equality as central to social
progress. Therefore, his advocacy extended toward annihilating caste, ensuring representation of marginalized
communities, and restructuring society through constitutional safeguards as By situating his thought within
both historical and modern frameworks, the study attempts to assess whether Ambedkar’s vision has been
adequately realized or remains an unfinished project. Furthermore, the study engages with various scholarly
interpretations to highlight differing perspectives on Ambedkar’s political philosophy. It seeks to bridge the
gap between normative ideals and practical implementation, offering a nuanced understanding of equality as

envisioned by Ambedkar.

The motivation behind this research arises from both intellectual and contemporary socio-political
concerns surrounding the idea of equality in modern democratic societies. B. R. Ambedkar remains one of
the most profound thinkers on equality, yet his ideas are often studied in fragmented ways—Iimited to caste,
constitutionalism, or social justice—without recognizing their coherence as a broader philosophical
framework. Although Ambedkar consistently emphasized liberty, equality, and fraternity as foundational to
democracy, there is no systematic attempt to reconstruct his ideas into a unified theory of “equalism.” This
absence creates a need to reinterpret his political philosophy in a way that brings together its moral, social,
economic, and institutional dimensions. “Equality may be a fiction but nonetheless one must accept it as

a governing principle.” This suggests that even if perfect equality is hard to achieve, it must guide society.
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3. Economic Equality and State Intervention:

Another important motivation stems from the persistent inequalities in contemporary society. Despite
constitutional guarantees, issues such as caste discrimination, economic disparity, gender inequality, and
social exclusion continue to challenge democratic ideals. Ambedkar’s warning about the contradiction
between political equality and social inequality remains highly relevant today. This research is therefore
motivated by the need to examine whether his ideas can offer meaningful solutions to present-day problems.
The study is also driven by a critical academic concern. Much of the existing literature tends to be descriptive
or celebratory, often portraying B. R. Ambedkar as a social reformer rather than critically engaging with the
strengths and limitations of his thought as “Social democracy means a way of life which recognizes liberty,
equality and fraternity as the principles of life.”
There is a need for a more analytical approach that not only appreciates his contributions but also evaluates

their coherence, tensions, and practical implications.

4. Reconstructing Ambedkar’s Theory of Equalism:

B. R. Ambedkar’s political ideas on equality are still widely studied today because they address problems that
haven’t fully disappeared and offer a framework for building a fair society. First, his ideas were rooted in the
harsh realities of caste discrimination. Even today, social inequality—especially caste-based exclusion—
continues in parts of India. Ambedkar didn’t just describe the problem; he proposed concrete solutions like
legal safeguards, education, and political representation for marginalized groups. Second, he played a central
role in shaping the Constitution of India, embedding equality, liberty, and justice as fundamental principles.
His vision influences laws, policies, and debates even now, so studying his ideas helps people understand the
foundation of modern Indian democracy. Third, his concept of equality went beyond legal rights. He
emphasized social and economic equality—not just political equality. For example, he argued that voting
rights alone are not enough if people don’t have dignity, education, or economic opportunities. This broader
vision is still relevant in discussions about poverty, gender equality, and minority rights. Fourth, Ambedkar’s
work connects to global ideas of human rights. His thinking aligns with modern democratic values and inspires
movements against discrimination worldwide, not just in India. Finally, his ideas encourage critical thinking
about society. He challenged traditional systems and urged people to question injustice, making his work
important for students, scholars, and policymakers today. Ambedkar’s ideas have largely been confined to the
context of Dalit studies or Indian politics, despite their potential relevance to broader debates on justice,
equality, and democracy. By framing his thought as “equalism,” this study seeks to position him alongside
major political theorists and expand his global intellectual significance as “Political democracy cannot last

unless there lies at the base of it social democracy.”
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5. Contemporary Relevance:

Ambedkar’s critique of caste continues to matter because caste-based discrimination hasn’t disappeared. Even
in modern India, issues like unequal access to education, housing segregation, and social exclusion persist.
His call for the annihilation of caste still resonates in debates about affirmative action, representation, and
social justice. As the chief architect of the Constitution of India, Ambedkar emphasized that equality must be
protected through strong institutions and laws. Today, concerns about minority rights, civil liberties, and
institutional independence show how important his framework still is. Ambedkar warned that political
democracy (one person, one vote) would fail without social democracy. His warning about contradictions
between formal equality and lived inequality is still a central issue in democracies worldwide. Ambedkar
strongly supported reservations (affirmative action) to uplift historically oppressed communities.
Contemporary debates around reservation policies, diversity, and inclusion directly reflect his thinking—
especially questions like: how long should such policies continue, and how should they evolve? Ambedkar
also argued for state intervention to reduce inequality. In an era of rising wealth gaps, unemployment, and
informal labour, his ideas about labour rights, welfare policies, and fair distribution remain highly relevant.
Often overlooked, Ambedkar was a strong advocate for women’s rights (e.g., through reforms like the Hindu
Code Bill). Issues like gender pay gaps, violence against women, and representation show that his broader
vision of equality is still unfinished. Ambedkar’s ideas align with modern movements against systemic
discrimination—whether based on race, class, or ethnicity. His approach can be compared to global equality
struggles, such as civil rights movements, showing that his thought transcends India. Ambedkar’s relevance
today lies in a simple but powerful idea—formal equality is not enough without real, lived equality. His
work challenges societies to move beyond symbolic rights toward genuine social transformation. His emphasis
on human dignity, social justice, and fraternity offers a powerful framework for imagining a more just and

inclusive society.
6. Conclusion:

B. R. Ambedkar’s conception of equality is broader and more integrative than those of Marx, Mandela, and
Lincoln, as it incorporates social, political, and economic dimensions simultaneously. While Marx provides a
critique of capitalism, Mandela offers a model of reconciliation, and Lincoln represents moral-political reform,
Ambedkar’s framework remains particularly relevant in addressing deeply rooted social inequalities like caste.
Ambedkar viewed equality as a multidimensional concept—social, political, and economic. His critique of
the caste system emphasized that political democracy would fail without social democracy. He said that “We

are Indians, firstly and lastly,” which stresses unity and equality beyond caste, religion, or social divisions
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