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The social functions of religion, both for the religious group itself and for the
wider society, can be classified as contribution to pattern maintaintenance, ten-

sion management and integration.” (Jonson 1986 : 459)
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“Functions are these observed sentiments which make for adoptation or adjust-

ment of a given system ; and dysfunctions, those observed consequence which

lessen the adoptation or adjustment of a system.” (Merton, 1981 : 105)
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For the Khasis, nature is a holy sanctuary where god resides and continues
to interact with man. Nature is seen as God's creation and another who
nourishes human beings. The existence of sacred mountains, hills, rivers
and sacred groves or sacred plants vindicates this fact. Hence Khasis treat

nature with respect. They reveal a certain feeling of awe towards her.

(Nag 2013-14 : 84)
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to parents like mine and into a country like Norway”. (Khan 2016 : 43)
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The petty bourgeois identity and ego get tied up with the cow or peepal tree
protection and music before a mosque ; protection of such supposed rights—a

cow must not be sacrificed, a music procession before a mosque must become
silent—was seen as a life and death question because it came to represent of
symbolically the preservation or destruction of the petit bourgeois ego. (Chandra,

2014, 300).
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It is therefore not accidental that the communal struggle occured mostly over
I T .» and the political positions in the
hich enabled control over them.”
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(Chandra 2014 : 30)
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It is therefore not accidental that the communal struggle occured mostly over
government jobs, educational concessions, etc., and the political positions in the
legislative councils and municipal bodies which enabled control over them.”
(Chandra 2014 : 30)
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*....communalism neither comprehended the problem correcty nor provided a
correct solution—it represented a false consciousness.” (Chandra 2014 : 304)
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