Indian sociology

* The use of the Indological approach during the early formative years of Indian
sociology and social anthropology is seen in the works of SV Ketkar, B.N. Seal and
B.K. Sarkar. G.S. Ghurye, Louis Dumont, K.M. Kapadia, P.H. Prabhu and Irawati
Karve have tried to explore Hindu social institutions and practices, either with
reference to religious texts or through the analysis of contemporary practices.
Initially, Sir William Jones established the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1787 and also
introduced the study of Sanskrit and Indology.

» The knowledge of Sanskrit also helps to understand the great culture and
philosophical tradition of India. The Indological writings dealing with the Indian
philosophy, art, and culture are reflected in the works of Indian scholars like A.K.
Coomarswamy, Radhakamal Mukerjee, D.P. Mukerji, G.S. Ghurye, Louis Dumont
and others. In this context, we are discussing here Radhakamal Mukerjee, G.5.
Ghurye and Louis Dumont who used Indological approach in their research. They
have tremendously enriched the field of Indian sociology.




Textual perspective

\//The Indological approach rested on the assumption that historically, Indian society
and culture are unique and that this ‘contextually’ specificity of Indian social
realities could be grasped better through the ‘texts’.

It may also be viewed that Indological approach refers to the historical and
comparative method based on Indian texts in the study of Indian society.
Therefore, Indologists use ancient history, epics, religious manuscripts and texts
etc. in the study of Indian social institutions.

»  The texts basically included the classical ancient literature of ancient Indian
society such as Vedas, Puranas, Manu Smriti, Ramayana, Mahabharata and
others. Indologists analyse social phenomena by interpreting the classical texts.
Apart from Sanskrit scholars and Indologists, many saciologists have also used
extensively traditional texts to study Indian society. Therefore, it is called as
“textual view” or “textual perspective” of social phenomena as it depends upon

texts.
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Ethnography 1s a qualitative research
sometimes known as cultural

anthropology or more recently as
naturalist inquiry.

Its disciplinary origin is anthropology.
Ethnography deals with the discovery and
description the culture of a group.
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It provides a comprehensive perspective

% Actual behavior is revealed

»»Causes of development can be obtained

*»*Researchers can see things in their natural
state, not artificial or contrived
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DISADVANTAGE OF ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

<*Depend on researcher observation and interpretation

< Difficult to check validity

< Lack of transferability

*Required well trained researcher

<*Takes too much time, expensive

¢ The bias of the researcher remains
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