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A.Brief Features of the Victorian Age
1. An era of peace
2. Expansion of democratic ideals
3. Impact of democracy on literature
4. Progress of Science
5. Spiritual unrest and skepticism
6. Effect of science on literature
7. An era of prosperity
8. Religion
9. Morality
10. Individualism and collectivism

B.The Victorian Compromise
The Victorian period was of mutually contradictory ideas. It witnessed the conflict of science and religion, democracy and aristocracy, individualism, and collectivism, heredity and circumstances, etc. Some eminent men of letters sought a compromise between them. Thus, while showing interest in social progress, they were not ready for revolutionary upsurges. They sought to reconcile progressive ideals with the conservative desire for age old established order of society. While accepting the rights of the underdogs to political equality, they defended the rights of the aristocracy. They accepted the claims of the commons to rule the country, though, at the same time, they agreed to keep the king, however as a figurehead. While accepting the advantages of science they did not ignore the claims of old religion.  
