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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleaguto announce that Kultali DrB.R.
Ambedkar College is publishing the 2nd Editeduvhe "Rethinking
215 Century (Covid-19 Special edition) 2020". | congratulate the
college on this noble endeavoufrhe faculty of the college has
contributed enriching aticles for it. | hope this will each far and
wide, so that the layer populace can be benefitedin it.

| wish it success.
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Signatureof President
Kultali Dr. B.r.Ambedkar College
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From Principal's Desk

"Man is not only a psduct of Socio-economic fogs acting upon him
but is also an agent who affects the tempo of social change and
determines the dection of the historical mrcess” - Jean Paul Sae.

It gives me immense pleaguto see the successful launch of the
Rethinking 21st century , the second edition of the journal published
by our college . journey is ceaseless in life and in every turn life
cope with new ideas stemmedrfr those drams . Theaseach and
articles published in this volume arspecially on Covid - 19 , a
pandemic of this century which has its impact on educational system
, Socio economic system and also on other spbenf
life.Modernisation has awaed us with oppdunities in abundance
making our lives easier than ever befdyut with the boons engsd

the bane.Wh rapid advancement of civilisation worldefacing loss

of biodiversity and it affects the ¢sent and the futerworld. It is
important to recognise that our planet's engirment epresents a
complex web of inteelated systems one affecting the other in a
delicate balance. So we should worship our Mother Natur
Education is not a mparation of life, it is life itselfAn institution
reflects society and its values . | sinegr expect that the psent
edition shall seve the academic anceseach pursuits of academic
fraternity."reading is a patr of geneosity between author and
reader”. V¢ codially accept critical and scholastic comments on our
various aticles, which ae product of impotant thinking.

BL.I\.J.I ..'::,ll !'\.J 0l L, |

Dr. Siuli Saha Dalal
Principal
Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar Colleae
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Message

One of the most effective ways of iioypng thought pocess and
academics is thaugh reseach and passion of emating and
analyzing facts. This pandemic situation has laid dowry Veard
struggles for the academicians and stake holders to build their
credibility and facilitate actions. This is a weproud moment for me
to state that ovemoming all the adversities of this pandemic situation
KULTALI DR. B. RAMBEDKAR COLLEGE is going to publish the
second volume of the book " RETHINKING2CENTURY, Vol - II".
Beyond the egular teaching learning activities and other
administrative work of the college, the teachers of this college have
taken the geat initiative of publishing this volume which will
certainly reflect various elevant eseach findings and highlight
some specific social, cultural and educational issues.a¢ poud
that this volume will include views of somespectable specialists
Doctors of our county that will create special awaness among the
academicians and the students as well. | believe in heart that this
great attempt will brighten the academic atmosghef our college,
will become an inspiration for the seriousaders and will engize
reseachers and students to think in a new way in this new normal
situation. | expess my hedtrest gratitude to the Honorable Bsident
of our Governing Body Sri Shaktipada Mondal and our Honorable
Principal Dr. Siuli Saha Dalal for their continuous suppoand
cooperation. | congratulate the whole team along with the
Publication Sub Committee whosedless effors and sleepless
nights have led to the grand success of this book.
All My Warm Wshes for the Futur Endeavour
Dr. Chandrani Acharya
Coordinator
IQAC
Kultali DR. B. R. Ambedkar College,
South 24PGS
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Message

It's my grat pleasue to state that "Kultali DrB.R.Ambedkar
College" is going to publish an EditedbMme entitled "Rethinking
21st Century ,vol.ll, enriched with the writings of our teachers of
various departments and of our honourable speakers of various
webinars oganized by our college. It exposes their talengativity
in learning and expess deep feelings, new thoughts and innovative
ideas.lIt eflects academic gwth and development of the faculties
of various department. Hope , it will boost up the academic and
cultural atmosphez of the college.

With best wishes

Dr.Sumita Dutta
Assistant Professor in Philosophy
& NAAC Co-ordinator
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Sreface

Present volume, "Rethinking 21st Centw Covid-19 Special
Edition, \Wbl-11 is meant for eveyone. The volume is edited and
pblished by the publication committee of Kultali. Br.R.Ambedkar
College in Septembe2020. The aim of the EditedMme is to foster
the growth of eseach in various aspects of human society and
management of humaresouces. In the pgsent volume special
emphasis has been given on pandemic emnrent of the year 2020.

The compehensive content of the volume has attracted immense
attention and wealth of information, sgad out over all papers. The
present volume would be erinely useful to academicians,
professionals and policy makers working in theskted fields.

The authors have contributed aegret deal in terms of effoand
creativity to poduce this edited volume and | am grateful and happy
that the college authority specially mgspected Principal DrSiuli
Saha Dalal spontaneously helped me for publishing the "Rethinking
21st Centuy \Wol. II" as the platform for theasouce persons of the
College.

Hope this volume would be ofeat help to academicians, scholars
and piofessors.

Dr. Rupam Kumar Datta
Convenor
Publication Committee
Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College
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About all the papers of the edited volume "Rethinkinyj @éntury -
Special edition Covid-19,dV. - Il, are the eseach outcomes &m
the esteemed ends of the authors with their honest efforts.

The editors geatfully acknowledge the contributions of the authors
who submitted their valuableeseach papers with their hawork

and patients under pandemic eromment. W would like to exmass

our deep gratitude to ouresspected psident of the college Mr
Shaktipada Mondal and all members of the Governing Body and
IQAC of the college for their active cooperatione Wxpess our
special thanks to DrSiuli Saha Dalal, Principal, Kultali DrB.R.
Ambedkar College, who constantly supiear us in diffeent ways

for the publication of the volume-Il, inspite of many adversities
during pandemic situation.

Dr. Rupam Kumar Datta (Convenor)
Dr. SumitaDutta

Dr. SujataBanerjee

Mr. Tapoban Bhattacharyya
Mr.Mintu Patra
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BENDING THE CURVE OF COVID-19: ECONOMIC SNAPSHOTS

Dr. Anita Chattopadhyay Gupta
Principal,

Deshbandhu College for Girls, Kolkata

e-mail : anitacg.principal@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION:

The virus that happened to trigger a localized shock in China is now delivering a
significant global shock. It has had a detrimental effect on global healthcare
systems with a ripple effect on every aspect of human life. With the coronavirus
emergence in China and spreading globally, authorities have acted swiftly to limit
its spread. In a response to ‘flatten the curve’ governments have enforced border
shutdowns, travel restrictions and quarantine in countries which constitute the
world's largest economies. This has sparked fears of an impending economic crisis
and recession though its short and long-term consequences will be difficult to
appraise with the prolonged country-wide lockdown, global economic downturn
and associated disruption of demand and supply chains occurring. Reduced
workforce across all economic sectors have been created by self-isolation, social
distancing and travel restrictions, causing many jobs to be lost. Educational
institutions have closed down, and the need for commodities and manufactured
products has decreased. In contrast, the need for medical supplies has significantly
increased. The food sector is also facing increased demand due to panic-buying
and stockpiling of food products.

SURVEY OF STUDIES:

Experience with similar diseases that has occurred previouslyhad revealed that
both human and economic costs are significant (Brahmbhatt and Dutta, 2008).
Current experience is no different. As the virus is spreading internationally, many
countries have already taken action to limit the spread, through social isolation
policies. The preventive actions have had an immediate and significant impact on
all economies, and through trade and tourism, on partner economies. The following
flowchart traces the channels of potential economic impact of Covid-19.

ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-G 15
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The quickly evolving nature of the COVID-19 crisis creates a number of issues

that make it difficult to estimate the full cost to global economic activity. These

issues include, but are not limited to the following:

+ How long will the crisis last?

+ How many workers will be affected both temporarily and permanently?

¢+ What is the number of countries that will be infected and the amount of
economic activity that will be reduced?

+  When will the economic effects peak?

+ How much economic activity will be lost as a result of the viral outbreak?

+ What are the most effective monetary and fiscal policies at the national and
global level to address the crisis?

+ What permanent and temporary effects will the global crisis have on how
work forces are organized by businesses?

+ How are the tradeoffs between public health and the economic impact of
policies to contain the spread of the virus being weighed? (Lynch, 2020)

Economic models have tried out modelling of the consequences of pandemics

(Bloom et al. (2005), McKibbin et. al. (2006), Evans et. al. (2014)). Building on
previous studies, four channels can be recognised, (i) the direct impact of a

16 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0
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reduction in employment; ii) the increase in costs of international transactions;
iii) the sharp drop in travels; and iv) the fall in demand for services which require
proximity between people.

The shocks have been divided into four sets, but all are assumed to occur
simultaneously, i.e. the final shock encompasses all shocks. The duration of the
shocks is currently unknown, though, based on prior events, it is likely to last from
8-12 weeks and most likely unsynchronized across countries.

1. The first shock is a drop in employment. With lower availability of labor, we
would expect wages to rise. Less labour also translates to lower demand for
capital, as firms need a combination of labor and capital to produce goods and
services. Underutilization of capacity takes place due to factory closures
(workers stay home, leaving capital and natural resources idle) as well as so
there is generally underutilization of the labor force. Of course the country-
specific employment effects will depend on the duration and intensity of the
pandemic and containment measures, the sectoral composition of employment,
and the flexibility of the labor market.

2. The second shock (cumulative with the supply shock) is of a raise in the
international trade costs of imports and exports of all goods and services.
Trade costs arise when goods cross borders. The increase in transport and
transactions costs in foreign trade is driven by additional inspections, reduced
hours of operation, road closures, border closures, increases in transport costs,
etc. Evans et al. (2015) had estimated that the outbreak of Ebola lead to an
increase in trade costs of 10%. Since COVID-19 is affecting more countries
and the containment measures seem more severe due to the efforts to contain
the virus, an amplification of the shock suggests an increasing international
trade costs of imports and exports.

3. The third shock entails a sharp drop in international tourism. The effects of
COVID-19 in the tourism, hospitality and recreation sectors have been
unprecedented. In the accommodation and lodging sectors, quarterly revenues
are down. Travel agents has seen a slowdown since March of 2020. Airlines
worldwide are expected to lose in billions in revenues for 2020. As of mid-
March 2020, international travel has ground to a halt, with the World Travel
and Tourism Council (WTTC) estimating that global travel would decline at
least 25 percent in 2020.

ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-G 17
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4. The fourth shock represents a demand switch by households who purchase
fewer services requiring close human interaction, such as domestic tourism,
restaurants, and recreational activities, while redirecting demand towards
consumption of goods and other services. Demand for the targeted services
will drop. This results in a reallocation of household demand across sectors,
while total expenditures are still driven by previous shocks and relative prices
of goods in the consumption basket. It is difficult to absolutely estimate the
impact of social distancing and overall decline of economic activity on those
selected sectors, but anecdotal evidence suggests that it is likely to be
significant.

Hence the scenarios emerging are:
a. Underutilization of labor across all sectors in the global economy results
in declining capital usage.
b. Trade costs of global imports and exports increase applied across all goods
and services.
c. Sharpdropininternational tourism
d. Reallocation of demand away from sectors requiring human interaction.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC LOOK:

The pandemic has posed a challenge to the UN Sustainable Development Goal of
eradicating poverty by 2030 since global poverty could rise for the first time since
1990 and depending on the poverty line, this surge could represent a reversal of
approximately a decade in the worldj | s progress in lowering poverty. The adverse
impacts, in some regions, could result in poverty levels which are similar to those
that were recorded 30 years ago. The amount of people living in poverty could
surge by 420iV580 million, compared to the latest official recorded figures for the
year 2018, under the most extreme case of a 20 per cent consumption or income
contraction,.

COVID-19 has revealed structural inequalities across every aspect, from health to
the economy, security to social protection. It is during times like this with resources
being strained and institutional capacity being limited, women and girls have to
face disproportionate impacts which has far reaching cumulative consequences
on fragility, conflict, and emergencies. There is also a threat on hard-fought gains
for womenij ;s rights. Responding to the crisis is not just about correcting long-

18 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0
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standing inequalities, but also about creating a resilient world considering the
interest of everyone, with women at the centre of recovery. Most assessments
also note the disproportionate impact on the poor and women as a cross-cutting
theme, including the loss of livelihoods, the inadequacy of coverage and fragility
of social protection systems, the high burden on informal workers, the impact of
remittances flows reduction, vulnerabilities based on demography, and social
stratifications. The fact that pre-existing inequalities make certain population
groups less able to cope to the impacts of the pandemicis an underlying theme in
various country assessments. Migrants, refugees and stateless people, and the
most vulnerable are mostly in the informal sector. As a result, formal social safety
nets completely miss them. Many recommend rethinking social protection
measures, which in many cases will need to include universal health coverage, a
universal basicincome (even if temporary), as a means of extending the coverage
of the social safety net with well-articulated targeting measures. A bottleneck for
many countries in designing a recovery plan is the need for adequate real-time
data, as most affected segments of society are in the informal areas of employment
or outside formal help channels which are difficult to identify or target.

IMPACT ON GOVERNANCE:

The impact of the pandemic has been felt across countries, societies and the
economy. The pandemic has changed the lives of people in the world prompting
governments and citizens to start rethinking how life should be in a new normal.
Governance face the hard choice between public safety and reviving the economy
(The Economist, 2020). This is particularly prominent in countries where workforces
are comprised largely by informal workers, where countries lack in capacities to
economically balance the effects of the lockdown, and with the vulnerable and
marginalized communities bearing the brunt of the economic and the health losses.
As countries start to ease their lockdown measures in a phased approach to reopen
their economies and societies, investments in personal protective equipment,
cleansing and hygiene products, widespread COVID-19 testing, and contact tracing
of those with the virus are essential basic measures. Key elements for the
immediate re-opening phase include business continuity measures, strengthening
public service delivery (including e-services), and building resilience of business
and people towards shifting to a new normal that includes safe "co-existence
with COVID-19." Some countries are now turning their attention to the socio-
economic recovery phase and laying-out what the building back better strategy

ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-G 19
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should be. It will be felt differently across countries depending on their underlying
economic, demographic and governance structures with deep impacts at the local
level. The two key issues are the continued loss of jobs and livelihoods, the
inadequate coverage of social protection and the challenges to address the needs
of the informal economy and workers. The health and economic crises triggered
by COVID-19 are essentially affecting all countries simultaneously. Assessments
that will feed the future development portfolio is important because it sets the
course for response and recovery, focusing for now on issues that are context
specific.

The pathway to recovery is highly dependent on the manner in which a particular
economy is embedded in the global value-chain (demand/supply), the lack of
economic diversification (dependency on one particular sector, including tourism),
the dependency ratio on foreign exchange, commodity dependence (demand and
prices), the debt levels of countries and the implications of sovereign credit ratings
for a quick economic recovery. In many developing countries, the informal economy
is the backbone of the economy. A key finding is that they are bearing the greatest
burden of the pandemic shocks on the enterprise side. Add to this daily wage
earners, migrants i X both internal, also mostly informally employed (on the order
of 100 million both in India and China, proportionally equally large in several other
Asian, African and Latin American countries) and external (bringing in the issue of
downward remittances flows). As countries design their stimulus packages, not
large enterprises need to get the bulk of support.

Immediate emergency restrictions has been set by many countries which include
enforceable orders, directives or recommendations within an often human rights-
restricted framework. In this context, maintaining a system of check and balances
in governance cannot be undermined, especially while the government plans
service delivery, builds trust in public institutions, develops clear socio-economic
recovery policies and rebuilds social connectivity. It has affirmed the role of the
state, given that this crisis impacts directly on its relation to citizens and
communities as providers of health services and grants during the crisis and,
importantly, policy environments for conducive internal and external economic
engagement. A COVID-19 response must integrate a comprehensive governance
response, beyond meeting the public health needs, as an investment into future
pathways for recovery, with the vision of leaving no one behind. This is in alignment

20 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0
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with the UNO urgent call for a whole-of-government and whole-of-society
approaches. Building back better means the COVID-19 response should be risk
informed and conflict-sensitive so as not to exacerbate drivers of conflict, and
build a clearer understanding of peace capacities crucial for inclusive recovery
and sustaining peace during and after the COVID-19 crisis.

SOME RELATED STUDIES:
WHO stand:
The World Health Organization (WHQ) declared COVID-19 to be a world health
emergency in January 2020. Since then, it has turned into a global public health
and economic crisis that has affected the global economy beyond anything
experienced in nearly a century. Governments are attempting to balance often-
competing policy objectives between addressing the public health crisis and
economic considerations that encompass:

+ Confronting increasing budget deficits to support unemployed workers and
social safety nets.

+ Providing financial support for national health systems that are under work to
develop vaccines while also funding efforts to care for and safeguard citizens.

+ Implementing monetary and fiscal policies that support credit markets while
also assisting businesses under financial distress.

+ Implementing fiscal policies to stimulate economic activity, while consumers
sharply increase their savings as a form of involuntary saving or precautionary
saving

+ Fiscal and monetary policies that are been adopted to date to address the
immediate impact of the health crisis compared with the mix of such policies
between assisting households, firms, or state and local governments.
(www.who.int.2020).

Policymakers generally have been hopeful of a global economic recovery starting
in the final months of 2020, assuming there is not a second wave of infections.
Some forecasts feel that the pandemic could negatively affect global economic
growth more extensively and for a longer period of time with a slow, drawn-out
recovery. Without a quick resolution of the health crisis, the economic crisis may
persist longer than most forecasters have assumed and require policymakers to
weigh the most effective mix of additional fiscal and monetary policies that may
be required. The pandemic-related economic and human costs could have long-
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term repercussions for economies through the tragic loss of life and job losses
that derail careers and permanently shutter businesses. Fiscal and monetary
measures implemented to prevent a financial crisis and sustain economic activity
may also inadvertently be adding to income and wealth disparities. Within some
countries, the economic fallout is widening racial and socio-economic cleavages
and increasing social unrest.

While the level of economic effects is becoming clearer, the response to the
pandemic could have a significant and enduring impact on the way businesses
organize their work forces, on global supply chains, and how governments respond
to a global health crisis. As a result of the rapidly spreading virus and its
compounding effects on global and national rates of economic growth, forecasting
the impact of the virus will be especially challenging.

OECD stand:
The OECD's single-wave scenario projects a global economic contraction of 7.6%
in 2020 and a growth rate of 2.8% in 2021, delaying a return to full recovery until
2022. Among developing and emerging economies, the economic downturn is
projected to most negatively affect countries that rely on commodity exports to
support annual economic growth. In addition to lower prices for commodity exports
and reduced global demand for exports, developing countries are projected to be
negatively affected by reduced remittances, weaker currencies and tighter financial
conditions. The OECD (OECD Interim Economic Assessment, 2020) also concluded
that

+ Real per capita income in 2020 is projected to decline by 8% and 9.5%,
respectively, depending on a one- or two-wave contagion, with substantial
declines in all economies. Even with an economic recovery in 2021, real per
capita income is projected to rise to only that of 2013.

+ Unemployment is projected to rise to its highest level in more than 25 years,
while the average unemployment rate is projected to rise to 9.2% and 10%,
respectively under a single or second-wave scenario. The OECD concludes
that, "scarring effects from job losses are likely to be felt particularly by younger
workers and lower-skilled workers, with attendant risks of many people
becoming trapped in joblessness for an extended period.”

+ Net productive investment (business and government) was weak prior to the
pandemic, falling behind the average rate of investment during the previous
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decade. Investment was forecast to contract by half as a percent of real GDP,
falling from 4.7% to 2.3% and 2.0%, respectively for the one-wave and two
wave scenarios. The OECD estimated in its March 2020 forecast that increased
direct and indirect economic costs through global supply chains, reduced
demand for goods and services, and declines in tourism and business travel
mean that, "the adverse consequences of these developments for other
countries (non-OECD) are significant." Global trade, measured by trade volumes,
slowed in the last quarter of 2019 and had been expected to decline further in
2020, as a result of weaker global economic activity associated with the
pandemic, which is negatively affecting economic activity in various sectors,
including airlines, hospitality, ports, and the shipping industry.

According to the OECD's forecast (Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development, 2020):

*

The greatest impact of the containment restrictions will be on retail and
wholesale trade, and in professional and real estate services, although there
are notable differences between countries.

Business closures could lessen economic output in advanced and major
emerging countries by 15% or more; other emerging economies could experience
a decline in output of 25%.

Countries dependent on tourism could be affected more severely, while countries
with large agricultural and mining sectors could experience less severe effects.
Economic effects likely will vary across countries reflecting differences in the
timing and degree of containment measures.

IMF stand:

Labeling the projected decline in global economic activity as the "Great
Lockdown," the IMF released an updated forecast on June 24, 2020. The IMF
came to a conclusion that the global economy is about experience its "worst
recession since the Great Depression, surpassing that seen during the global
financial crisis a decade ago. The IMF also stated that many countries were
facing a multi-layered crisis that included a health crisis, a domestic economic
crisis, falling external demand, capital outflows, and a collapse in commodity
supply. The impact of changes to strengthen workplace safety"such as staggered
work shifts, enhanced hygiene and cleaning between shifts, new workplace
practices relating to proximity of personnel on production lines which incur
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business costs. As a result, the IMF indicated that the forecast depends on a
number of factors, including

+ The length of the pandemic and required lockdowns

+ Voluntary social distancing, which affects consumer spending

+ The ability of displaced workers to secure employment, possibly in different
sectors

¢ The long-term impact of firm closures and unemployed workers leaving the
workforce, compounding the ability of the economy to recover

+ Theimpact of changes to strengthen workplace safety"such as staggered work
shifts, enhanced hygiene and cleaning between shifts, new workplace practices
relating to proximity of personnel on production lines"which incur business
costs

+ Global supply chain reconfigurations that affect productivity as companies try
to enhance their resilience to supply disruptions

+ The extent of cross-border spillovers from weaker external demand as well as
funding shortfalls

+ Aresolution of the current disconnect between rising asset values, as reflected
in market indices, and forecasts of a synchronized downturn in global economic
activity

The longer the economic effects persist, the greater the economic impacts are
likely to be as the effects are spread through trade and financial linkages to an
ever-broadening group of countries, firms and households (Kristalina, 2020).

Concluding remarks:

A COVID-19 recovery plan needs to look beyond the immediate (short-term) impacts
and explore the second and third order effects. Over time, a global economic
recession is expected to unfold with a full-blown financial crisis. The sequencing
of policy responses is critical. Appropriate fiscal and financial incentives must
lead to income and job creation, and the restoration of livelihoods, targeting the
most The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the unsustainability of the pre-pandemic
development path. Its socio-economic impacts feed on pre-pandemic
vulnerabilities and inequalities across societies, which must be addressed if
countries are to build a more resilient future from the perspective of sustainable
and people-centred development. The pandemic has also shown that development
is no longer going up the ladder, the direction has changed. Based on the socio-

24 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0




Rethinking 21 Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

economic impacts seen across countries, the recovery path must include a new
human rights-based, just and fair social contract between governments and people,
and advocate for social safety nets with a broader reach, universal health
insurance, and affordable access to digital connectivity, as the part of the new
normal. Global collaboration and solidarity are needed for an effective response,
as no country will be able to address the challenges alone. The recovery path
from vulnerable and marginalized groups if they are to succeed.

COVID-19 is spreading fast across the globe. The main focus is undoubtedly on
containment, treating the sick and helping communities cope with the COVID-19
epidemic. Scenarios indicate that the potential loss of income in affected countries
could be significant, with global GDP declining by up to 3.9%, and developing
countries hit the hardest (4% on average, but some over 6.5%). Governments will
be required to offer considerable support to businesses and households that are
going to be. Several potential channels need to be seen in the long run like
uncertainty-driven contraction in demand and FDI, and other real effects of a
financial shock. The effects of raising domestic trade costs as well as demand
switching away from activities requiring direct contact with other people need to
be analysed. Early indications of the economic costs and the magnitude of
estimated impacts demonstrate the need for a coordinated international response
to the crisis. A global crisis requires a global response and there is a need for
global collaboration not just on health, but also on trade, finance and
macroeconomic policies. Fortunately, global institutions are beginning to catalyze
and coordinate global efforts, as well as to provide technical and financial support
to countries coping with the health and economic consequences of the outbreak.
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INTRODUCTION :

Since the emergence on December 2019 in Wuhan China, 2019-nCoV or COVID-
19 is spreading rapidly infecting over 18.4 Million people worldwide with 1.91
Million confirmed cases in India (as on August 5, 2020). With the inflow of people
returning home or resuming work in India from different parts of the world, the
number of confirmed cases is also rising. As on August 5, 2020, there are 21 lakh
reported confirmed cases with 69% recovery rate among patients and 3% deaths.

Covid-19 caused by Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV-2) belongs
to the family Coronaviridae, genus Betacoronavirus. It is spherical in shape
enveloping single stranded positive strand RNA of approximately 26.4-31.7 kb
genome size (1). The viral genome contains several Open Reading Frames (ORFs)
in a 5'-3' order. Two thirds of the genome are spanned by a conserved region
ORF1a/b which encodes for non-structural polypeptides pplaand pplab collectively
known as replicase (1). These polypeptides are cleaved by chymotrypsin-like
protease (3CLpro)/ mainprotease (Mpro) and papain-like protease (PLpro) into 16
non-structural proteins including RNA dependent RNA polymerase (RdRp). These
proteins form the replication complex of the virus (1). One-third of the genome
encodes for the essential structural proteins Spike, Envelope, Membrane and
Nucleocapsid and other accessory proteins like 3a/b protein, 4a/b protein and HE
protein responsible for genome maintenance. @

Whole Genome Sequencing of the virus has proved to be an important tool in
understanding the mechanism and lineages of SARS-CoV-2. Acquiring knowledge
on the virus SARS-CoV-2 is a prior and a crucial step in battling with the global
pandemic. Genome sequences of the coronavirus all over the globe have been
made publicly available through a database called Global Initiative on Sharing All
Influenza Data (GISAID) (www.gisaid.org). Analysis of these sequences have led
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to an identification of variants and classificationinto different clades/lineages
accounting for specific geographical distributions. In March 2020, Forster et. al.
had classifiedSARS-CoV-2 into three major clades from 160 SARS-CoV-2 genome
@ These clades are distinguished into B and C based on amino acid change observed
from the A clade which was derived as ancestral clade with 96.2% sequence
similarities with a bat virus. Clade B has two mutations - synonymous mutation
T8782C and a nonsynonymous mutation C28144T (amino acid change leucine
toserine). Clade C differs from the first two with amutation G26144T (which changes
a glycine to a valine). Interestingly, clade B was found to be the most common
type in Asia particularly China while A and C were predominant in Europe and
America (2). Korber et al. in April 2020 reported a mutationA23403Gresulting in
D614G (Aspartate to Glycine change in amino acid in position 614 in the spike
protein).® It was hypothesized that this mutation might aid the virus entry and
resistance to immune system. This mutation was also observed to be the most
prevalent in Europe in an analysis of 48,635 SARS-CoV-2 genome." This mutation
was classified as A2a clade (currently known as 20A and 20B). Another common
mutation observed is the ORF8 C8782T causing L84S, found predominant in
America. In an isolate from Bangladesh, a unique mutation A1163T was observed
which was not found previously in other isolates.®

In India, as per the guidelines of Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
PAN-INDIA 1000 SARS-CoV-2 RNA Genome Sequencing Consortium was formed
under the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology,
Government of India. This consortium has isolated and sequenced over 1000 SARS-
CoV-2 genomes in India. After analysis of these sequences along with sequences
from GISAID database, the haplotype distribution of SARS-CoV-2 in India could be
classified into five clades 19A, 19B, 20A, 20B and 20C.® The sequences were
obtained from different regions of India - Northern India comprising of Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Eastern India (Odisha, West Bengal), Western
India (Maharashtra) and Southern India comprising of Telangana, Karnataka. The
highest frequency of Clade 20A was found in Northern India and Eastern India
while 20B was found in Western India. It was also observed that 19A and 19B
haplotype mostly introduced from China and the predominant haplotypes 20A, B
and C were from United Kingdom, Italy and Saudi Arabia. Mutations D614G along
withRdRp P323L were predominant in most of the states. Although the mutations
and their corresponding clades were found in more than one state, the geographical
location from where they were introduced were not of the same country (6). Apart
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from D614G mutation, higher frequency of RdRp A97V, nsp3 T1198K, NP13L
mutations were observed in Delhi whereas ORF3a Q57H mutation was higher in
Gujarat. Although a small countable property of this virushas been recognised,
there are still many unanswered questions in this fast-evolvingSARS-CoV-2.

The new genome sequence was obtained by first mapping reads to a reference
SARS-CoV-2 genome using BWA-MEM 0.7.5a-r405 with default parameters to
generate the consensus sequence. In addition, the assembly produced by MEGAHIT
1.2.9 (de novo assembly), using default parameters, was used to cross-validate
with the reference-based method as an internal control. The two results were
consistent, and our final sequence is based on the reference-based method. The
reference sequence we used was from the Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza
Database (GISAID; strain identifier EPI_ISL_405839). The reads mapped to the
reference sequence were then curated in a pileup alignment file to obtain the
consensus sequence (minimum coverage threshold, 10). FastQC 0.11.8 was used
to assess the sequence quality before trimming and after alignment to prevent
potential errors. There were 5,246,584 paired-end sequences in the raw data. A
total of 9,891,431 records were included in the reference-based alignment after
trimming, and 9,887,093 (99.96%) of them were mapped to the SARS-CoV-2
reference genome. We generated a consensus sequence of 29,811 bp with no gap
and high average coverage ( 77,000 ). Primer binding sites at the 5 =and 3 = ends
were removed, resulting in this genome being 59 nucleotides (nt) shorter than a
reference genome in GenBank (accession number NC_045512), excluding the
poly(A) tail of the genome. For phylogenetic analyses, SARS-CoV-2 full-genome
sequences were aligned with CLUSTAL W (6) using MEGA 10.0.5. (7). The new
SARS-CoV-2 sequence was compared to existing genomes using online NCBI BLAST
(https://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi). Full-genome comparison of the isolate
revealed 99.99% identity with two previously sequenced genomes available at
GenBank (MN988668 and NC_045512) for SARS-CoV-2 from Wuhan, China, and
99.9% with seven additional sequences (MN938384.1, MN975262.1, MN985325.1
, MN988713.1, MN994467.1, MN994468.1, and MN997409.1). The final genome
of sequenced SARS-CoV-2 consists of a single, positivestranded RNA that is 29,811
nucleotides long, broken down as follows: 8,903 (29.86%) adenosines, 5,482
(18.39%) cytosines, 5,852 (19.63%) guanines, and 9,574 (32.12%) thymines. The
sequence of BetaCoV/Nepal/61/2020 from coordinates 1 to 29811 is identical to
the sequence of isolate 2019-nCoV WHUO1 (Gen Bank accession number
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MN988668) from 15 to 29825 (29810/29811), except at site 24019, with a
substitution of a C, from 2019-nCoV WHUO1, for T. The sequence of BetaCoV/
Nepal/61/2020 from coordinates 1 to 29811 is identical to the sequence of isolate
Wuhan-Hu-1 (GenBank accession number NC_045512) from 16 to 29826 (29810/
29811), except at site 24019, with the same substitution of a C from isolate Wuhan-
Hu-1 for T. The C24019T mutation corresponds to C24034T if we use the sequence
located under GISAID strain identifier EPI_ISL_405839 as a reference. This was a
silent mutation at the spike gene (codon AAC to AAT). Based on the reference
sequence, the following five mutations were also identified: T8782C (in ORF1a,
codons AGT to AGC, silent mutation), T9561C (in ORF1a, codons TTA to TCA,
nonsilent mutation), C15607T (in ORF1b, codons CTA to TTA, silent mutation),
C28144T (in ORF8b, codons TCA to TTA, nonsilent mutation), and T29095C (in
nucleocapsid, codons TTT to TTC, silent mutation).
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Asst. Prof.
ESI-PGIMSR Medical College& Hospital, Kolkata
e-mail : drbibhassahadalal@gmail.com

Corona virus disease (Covid19) pandemic, caused by SARS-COV2, is of
unprecedented global public health concern. After the first human cases of Covid19
were identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019, the virus has now been
reported in more than 188 countries already. Pandemics are not merely serious
public health concern, rather these trigger serious socio-economic, cultural and
political crises in the world.

To prevent rapid transmission of corona virus, countrywide lockdowns had been
enforced through the restriction on economic production and mobility of the citizens.
Physical distancing, wearing masks, frequent hand sanitization and following
sneezing/coughing etiquettes are the new normal. The outbreak of pandemics
causes fear and anxiety among people, which could lead to enhanced hostility,
chaos, extreme social, cultural and economic disruptions globally.

'We can try and be socially and globally connected even while we are physically
distant’

Physical distancing is the need of the hour but the paranoia in people makes them
act in a hostile fashion. With so much social stigma associated with Covid19,
people may try to conceal their symptoms. They may also escape quarantine
facilities and isolation wards at hospitals, creating difficulty in tracing them and
leading to spread of the virus. People need to be convinced through campaigns
that although it is very difficult to be separated from one's family members and
spend time inisolation, it represents the only road to cure and protection of others.
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Fear brings out the worst in each one of us. This often leads to ostracism of the
family suffering from Covid19. Not only have they had to deal with the illness but
also the social stigma and rejection. In such situation of distress, the patient and
their family need support, cooperation and acts of altruism from neighbours.

Blatant acts of racism and intolerance, as well as more covert feelings of enmity,
are often driven by panic and uncertainty caused by the pandemic. Reports of
discrimination against the Chinese and other Asians elsewhere around the world
and calling it a Chinese virus due to its origin, showed the deteriorated levels of
sensitivity among the world population. With faces hidden behind masks, acts of
aggression and violence might damage the social fabric more than ever before.

Healthcare workers, police, sanitary workers involved in Covid care are being pelted
with stones, abused, threatened with eviction and discriminated against in various
parts of the world, due to the fear that they might spread the infection. We must
understand that the frontline Covid warriors are rendering selfless service and
playing critical roles during this period of crisis and they all deserve our support,
praise and appreciation rather than discrimination.

Ever since the declaration of the pandemic and resultant lockdown, demand for
sanitizers, soaps, medicines and other essential commodities have sky-rocketed
with people doing panic buying and hoarding essentials. Several pictures and stories
have been shared on social media about how people are unnecessarily buying
items in bulk quantities with little consideration for fellow citizens. With supply of
essential items being already irregular due to lockdowns hoarding will cause more
problems.

Restriction of cultural celebrations, physical distancing with friends and family,
closure of places of entertainment, leisure, worship and educational institution
has led to immense societal and psychological stress. Women and children are at
greater risk. Lack of security, money and health is leading to increased domestic
violence and child abuse.
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To topit all, social media platforms are getting flooded with fake news and pseudo-
scientific information misleading people. We must use science, data and fact-
based information only and get rid of the baseless misinformation that is causing
panic and negativity in the world. We need to correct the rumours, raise awareness
and challenge those whose words promote bias. We should celebrate and spread
stories of recovery and correct information. Hence, medical professionals,
governments and the publicin general must work hand in hand for containment of
the pandemic.

Transnational solidarity had initially suffered a blow with nations sealing their
borders in haste, stopping international flights and restricting international trade
and tourism. Though these were implemented to contain the virus spread buyin a
way these actions are against the ideology of a modern multipolar world with free
movement of people, goods and services.

But soon we realized that fighting the Covid19 crisis essentially requires a holistic
approach from all the nations displaying unity. We saw this in the form of
telemedicine and 'medical diplomacy', where countries have been sending doctors,
paramedics, medicines and medical equipment across borders to those countries
hit most severely by the pandemic and that lacked certain medical expertise and
supplies.

'Dealing with uncertainty and flat growth is the new business normal'

The normal rhythm of world's economy, socio-cultural ethos, national and global
political waves and academic atmosphere has been disturbed due to the pandemic
to an unimaginable extent.

There were painful visuals of unemployed migrant workers stranded without food
and proper shelter, moving across the country's highways and railway tracks to
return to their native places, some meeting with accidents and deaths on their
way. Countries with geographical vastness and poor social indicators, such as
higher fertility, illiteracy, and poverty will find it more difficult to cope up with the
pandemic's collateral damage.
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Due to shrinkage of the economy, massive job loss will occur. Production in
agricultural, industry and service sectors will plummet. Various small-scale
businesses in the informal sector would shut down due to this shock. There is
serious threat of uncontrolled inflation. Lack of money in the hands of people,
already devastated by the pandemic, might lead to lawlessness.

Industries suffered a lot specially during the lockdown periods as many of these,
excluding those related to essential amenities, are closed for a long time. People
linked with the tourism and transportation industry are also facing utmost
difficulties.

Post-Covid, small offices or work from home may well be the new norm.
Organizations may attempt to formulate such policies that will motivate employees
to work from home. Such policies would be of immense help for employees,
enabling them to manage home and the office at the same time. This will increase
productivity for the company and cut its expenses in managing big corporate offices
with hefty electricity, phone, and infrastructure maintenance bills. This cost saving
can be used in employee welfare and other developmental activities of the company.

'Environment - a silver lining'

The lockdown strategies due to Covid19 are a great opportunity for all the countries
to restore the environmental quality and the natural ecosystem stability. Due to
restrictions on transport, constructional activities and industrial works, the health
of the environment has been significantly improved. The discharge of
manufacturing waste, emission of greenhouse gasses, release of pollutants had
been curtailed during complete lockdown periods which promotes clear blue sky
in city areas, clean water, repair of ozone layer and restoration of bio diversities in
forest areas.

Due to the rapid industrialization, population growth, unrestricted wildlife trade
and anthropogenic nuisance in name of development, we have neglected Mother
Nature since the early days of human civilization and specially since industrial
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revolution. In doing so we are in constant conflict with the wild flora and fauna
invading and destroying their habitat. This leads us to come in close contact with
the wild animals resulting in viral outbreaks. Easy transportation and globalization
results in rapid spread of the virus and in no time, epidemics turn into pandemics.
To prevent and manage this outbreak, huge money and resources are being spent
to develop diagnostics, medicines and vaccines. But we are neglecting the basics
of prevention such as forestation and banning wildlife markets and trades. Such
necessary steps would help to protect humans from future pandemics.

'This too shall pass'

Every crisis teaches us something new and we have plenty to learn from this
pandemic. It is like a pause in our fast-paced daily life to introspect and rebuild
the connection between human and nature. There will be immense changes in our
personal, social lives, our work-culture and in our hygiene and health. It has taught
us to live with adversities and to live for others. Rapid digitalization of economy
and online teaching and video conferencing are the new normal.The outbreak of
the coronavirus and its rapid spread across the world, underscores the urgent
need for more transnational cooperation in the fields of economy, medicine,
technology and environment. This will bring in real wellbeing, feeling of mutual
fellowship and sense of responsibility among the global citizens. Subsequently
this will help us to grow in a more sustainable manner. Together we can and
together we will win over this pandemic and prevent similar crisis in future.
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COLLABORATIVE AND BLENDED TEACHING- LEARNING
STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS- A GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVE IN PANDEMIC SITUATION

Dr. Chandrani Acharya
Asst. Prof in Education, College: Kultali Dr. B.R. Ambedkar college, South 24 Parganas.
e-mail Id- chandrani.acharya.roy@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION :

The pandemic has significantly disrupted not only the school education but
the higher education sector as well, which is a critical determinant of a country's
economic future. Sometime in the second week of March 2020, state governments
across the country (India) began shutting down schools and colleges temporarily
as a measure to contain the spread of the novel Coronavirus. It's close to half of a
year and there is no certainty when they will reopen. This is a crucial time for the
education sector-board examinations, nursery school admissions, entrance tests
of various universities and competitive examinations, among others, are all held
during this period. As the days pass by with no immediate solution to stop the
outbreak of Covid-19, school and university closures will not only have a short-
term impact on the continuity of learning for more than 285 million young learners
in India but also endanger far-reaching economic and societal consequences.

The structure of schooling and learning, including teaching and assessment
methodologies, was the first to be affected by these closures. Only a handful of
private schools could adopt online teaching methods. Their low-income private
and government school counterparts, on the other hand, have completely shut
down for not having access to e-learning solutions. The students, in addition to
the missed opportunities for learning, no longer have access to healthy meals
during this time and are subject to economic and social stress.

Measures to contain the COVID-19 pandemic such as a shift to online learning
have affected higher education worldwide. As colleges across the country pivot
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online on very short notice, there are a host of complications - from laptops and
Internet access to mental health and financial needs.

Therefore there is currently strong and widespread support among university
administrators for Blended Learning and Collaborative work at the college level,
or courses that incorporate some degrees of online instruction. As instructors are
called on to incorporate online and face -to-face elements into their instructions,
they face the critical question of how to intentionally connect the two modalities
in ways that strengthen learning. This article first outlines the historical contexts
through research findings and the present a rationale for the use of cross over
discussions protocols that connect online forum and face -to -face discussions.
The article set over some practical strategies for facilitating conversations across
the two modalities. These strategies were developed by authors of English and
Education discipline for the school level, under graduate and post graduate level
courses and are now adaptable across various course levels and other disciplines.

RESEARCH FINDINGS

Digital learning experts have some surprising advice: do less.

"Please Do A Bad Job Of Putting Your Courses Online" is the title of one popular
blog post by Rebecca Barrett-Fox, an assistant professor of sociology at Arkansas
State University. Her point: "your class is not the highest priority of their or your life
right now." She suggests not requiring students to show up online at a particular
time and making all exams open-book and open-Internet.

A study explores perceived anxiety and stress and investigates student attitudes
toward online learning, including the interactions among learning skills, student
life, attitudes toward online learning, with anxiety levels, and perceived stress.
Study uses exploratory mixed method design. First, researchers administered a
series of questionnaires with closed-ended questions about student life, student
skills, and levels of anxiety and perceived stress. Student attitudes toward online
learning were explored through open-ended questions. Second, a focus group
discussion was conducted concerning the first phase findings and issues the
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university must address when the COVID-19 lockdown ends. A convenience sample
of (n=78) students partook in the current study. Most were women (n=71, 91%)
and pursuing bachelor's degrees (n=72, 92.3%); the average age was 19.5 years
(SD =1.45). Most students reported moderate levels of perceived stress and mild
psychological and somatic anxiety. The perceived stress was evidenced by the
average positive correlation with student skills, specifically time management
and procrastination, as well as student life. Psychological anxiety was predicted
by perceived stress, which was predicted by student life. Students found that
engagingin online learning enabled them to shift attention away from the pandemic
while the emotional support from teachers facilitated for them to cope with this
period. However, lack of attention and focus, decreased motivation to attend
lessons and study, limited availability of space at home, distraction from family,
and having multiple assignments during the lockdown were major challenges facing
students' online learning.

Sean Michael Morris says that in this unprecedented time, "Recognizing that we're
also human, we also have to figure this out together is incredibly important. The
idea of being able to just port what you're doing in a classroom into an online
environment has its own problems. But trying to do that in the midst of a pandemic
is another problem altogether."

Morris and other colleagues have a tongue-in-cheek name for what they're doing
right now: "Panic-gogy" (for panic + pedagogy).

On one level, Panicgogy means understanding students' practicalities. Some only
have smartphones. Some have family responsibilities. Some have been sent home
and need to find a new place to live, new job, and new health insurance. Professors
may feel that the simplest option would be transitioning to class over video chat,
but for all these practical reasons "It's not really realistic to think that students
can just show up and start taking class at the same time every day in an online
environment," says Morris.

Morris also suggests that professors not rely solely on the university's official
software, known as a learning management system, but that they make themselves
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reachable by as many means as possible while preserving privacy: Facebook,
Twitter, email, WhatsApp group. And make sure that students have the opportunity
to be connected to each other as well.

He also suggests that professors make themselves as familiar as possible with all
the types of help universities and communities are offering: from counseling, to
emergency loans and other financial assistance.

Robin DeRosa is director of the Open Learning and Teaching Collaborative at
Plymouth State University in New Hampshire. She says, "l think the first thing is
we are not building online courses or converting your face to face courses to
online learning. Really, what we're doing is we are trying to extend a sense of
care to our students and trying to build a community that's going to be able to
work together to get through the learning challenges that we have."

DeRosa points out that creating an excellent online course can take a year of
development and collaboration among people with different skills."So if people
think that in three to five days they're going to rejigger their course and build
some super amazing online platform, that's probably unlikely to happen," she says.
DeRosa suggests that we ask students for their own suggestions on the best
ways to keep in touch. DeRosa also suggests that professors bring COVID-19 onto
the curriculum.

Rethinking Education

Theidea hereis really to help our students feel included in the process of Rethinking
Education for a challenging time. Whatever field you teach, | think it's worth asking
how is that field affected by the public health crisis and what contributions could
the field been making right now to help people in their communities.

Even though the focus can sometimes be on technology, tools, and logistic, what
is really required from professors at this time is compassion.

The real skill that Panicgogy requires is sort of a critical compassion, if you will
the ability to look at the situation as it really is. Figure out what's going on, how
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you can operate within that, and how you can be compassionate in that as well.

E-learning: Modes Of Teaching - Learning
¢ Facebook
*  Twitter
¢ Flipboard
¢  Email

It is now a well known fact that online learning is a kind of education that takes
place over the Internet. It is often referred to as "e-learning" among other terms.
However, online learning is just one type of "distance learning" - the umbrella
term for any learning that takes place across distance and not in a traditional
classroom.

Distance learning has a long history and there are several types available today,

including:

¢ Correspondence Courses: conducted through regular mail with little interaction.

+ Telecourses: where content is delivered via radio or television broadcast.

¢ CD-ROM Courses: where the student interacts with static computer content.

¢ Online Learning: Internet-based courses offered synchronously and/or
asynchronously.

+ Mobile Learning: by means of devices such as cellular phones, PDAs and digital
audio players (iPods, MP3 players).

Blended and Collaborative Teaching Learning Strategies

By far the most popular approach today is online learning. According to the Sloan

Consortium, online enrollments continue to grow at rates faster than for the broader

student population and institutes of higher education expect the rate of growth to

continue increasing. Some of the key findings:

¢ Over 1.9 million students were studying online in the fall of 2003.

¢ Schools expect the number of online students to grow to over 2.6 million by
the fall of 2004.

¢ Schools expect online enrollment growth to accelerate - the expected average
growth rate for online students for 2004 is 24.8%, up from 19.8% in 2003.
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¢ The majority of all schools (53.6%) agree that online education is critical to
their long-term strategy.

+ A majority of academic leaders believe that online learning quality is already
equal to or superior to face-to-face instruction. (The "no significant difference"
phenomenon.) (From: http://www.sloan-c.org/resources/index.asp)

Introduction to Blended and Collaborative Teaching- Learning--- How It Works:
One of the most prominent features of blended learning is the virtual meeting or
synchronous class meeting. If you want students to be engaged in the class
meetings, it must be meaningful.

Collaborative work can be meaningful when students' problem-solve together,
plan, and apply their learning in new contexts.

In years past, instructors had to create their "virtual classrooms" from scratch
which was difficult and often led to poor results. Today, an entire industry has
emerged to do this for us. Course Management System (CMS) software is utilized
by almost about all colleges today. CMS allow instructors to design and deliver
their courses within a flexible framework that includes a number of different tools
to enable learning and communication to occur.

Popular for-profit CMS include:
¢ Blackboard (www.blackboard.com)
¢ WebCT (www.webct.com)
¢ eCollege (www.ecollege.com) Low cost alternative and open source CMS
include:
ETUDES-NG (http://etudesproject.org)
Moodle (http://moodle.org)
Angel (http://angellearning.com)

Any of these CMS offer functionality which allows instructors to deliver course
content, enable communications, and conduct evaluations. The most common tools
offered by CMS include:

Schedule - For posting and viewing deadlines, events, etc.
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Announcements - For posting current information to all students.

Syllabus - For creating and posting the course syllabus.

Modules - For publishing and viewing course content in sections.

Assignments - For posting, submitting, and grading student work.

Discussion Board - For asynchronous discussions, group work, and collaboration.
Private Messages - For private communication between students and/or the
instructor.

Chat - For real-time, synchronous conversation in written form.

Tests & Quizzes - For authoring and administering exams, quizzes, surveys, etc.
Gradebook - For posting and managing student grades.

A New Paradigm shift for Teaching and Learning:

Online learning is catalyzing a pedagogical shift in how we teach and learn. There
is a shift away from top-down lecturing and passive students to a more interactive,
collaborative approach in which students and instructor co-create the learning
process. The Instructor's role is changing from the "sage on the stage" to "the
guide on the side."

Constructivism -This point of view maintains that people actively construct new
knowledge as they interact with their environment. This is a student-centered
approach in which students "co-create" their learning experience. This approach
empowers students as active learners instead of just passive recipients absorbing
information and reproducing it for standardized tests.

Derived from the work of Swiss philosopher, Jean Piaget, constructivism
emphasizes:

¢ The learner as a unique individual.

The relevance of the learner's background and culture.

Increased responsibility for learning belongs to the student.

Motivation for learning comes from successful completion of challenging tasks.
Instructors as facilitators helping learners develop their own understanding of
content.

Learning is an active, social process.

The dynamic interaction between task, instructor and learner.

* & o o
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Constructionism - A doctrine or theory based on construction of knowledge,
asserts that learning is particularly effective when constructing something for
others to experience. This can be anything from a spoken sentence or an internet
posting, to more complex things like a painting or a presentation. For example,
you might read this page several times and still forget it by tomorrow - but if you
were asked to explain these ideas to someone else in your own words, or produce
a slideshow that explained these concepts, you would gain a deeper understanding
that is more integrated into your own ideas.

Blended learning Approach- Successful blended learning educators and schools
are focusing on engagement as they work towards students' achievement. We
have the unique opportunity to not replicate a system that has not served all
students. Instead we need to look at flexible time and place to innovate through
blended learning. The methods and models for implementing blended learning -
from the flipped classroom to the flex model, are all on the continuum of just how
much time is spent online and in the online classroom. Blended learning can provide
a unique way of not only engaging students in collaborative work and projects,
but also personalizing and individualizing instruction for students.

As experienced online teachers of both K-12 and higher education students,

educators are quite familiar with the challenges of engaging students in virtual

work. Fortunately the blended learning model still demands some in-person, brick-

and-mortar learning, so there is a unique opportunity to use this structure to engage

students.

¢ Leverage virtual class meetings or synchronous class meetings with
collaborative work where the meeting is recorded and available for students
anytime they wish to watch.

¢ Create the Need to Know through relevant and authentic projects and serious
game based learning.

+ Reflect and set on student centered goals for active participation of students
and creating personal connection to the learning and personalized goals.

+ Differentiate instruction through online work in a blended learning classroom
through formative assessments on some specific content, in an effort to
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individualize instruction to meet students' personal needs. Students are no
longer engaged in uninteresting busy work but focused, individualized learning.

¢ Use of tools for Mobile learning- Edutopia recently published the guide, Mobile
Devices for Learning. The guide provides variety of Apps and Tips proposing
teachers use mobile learning as part of the learning environment. Blended
learning can partner well with many strategies and apps. Flipped classroom
model and You Tube are incredibly useful.

Collaborative Approach - As an instructor, the teacher focuses on the experiences
that would best generate learning from the learner's point of view, rather than
just publishing and assessing the information he or she think they need to know.
Each participant in a course can and should be a teacher as well as a learner.
Teachers' job changes from being the sole source of knowledge, to being a guide
and role model. Teachers connect with students in ways that address their own
learning needs by moderating discussions and activities in a way that collectively
leads students towards the larger learning goals of the class. Online distance
learning meets the needs of an ever-growing population of students who cannot
or prefer not to participate in traditional classroom settings. These learners include
those unable to attend traditional classes, who cannot find a particular class at
their chosen institution, who live in remote locations, who work full-time and can
only study at or after work, and those who simply prefer to learn independently.
The minimum requirement for students to participate in an online course is access
to a computer, the Internet, and the motivation to succeed in a non-traditional
classroom. Online courses provide an excellent method of course delivery unbound
by time or location allowing for accessibility to instruction at anytime from
anywhere. Learners find the online environment a convenient way to fit education
into their busy lives. The ability to access a course from any computer with Internet
access, 24 hours a day, seven days a week is a tremendous incentive for many of
today's students. Some of the main advantages of online learning include:
(FromIntroduction to Online Teaching and Learning Joshua Stern)

¢ Convenience: 24/7 access from any online computer; accommodates busy
schedules; no commuting, no searching for parking.
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¢ Enhanced Learning: Research shows increased depth of understanding and
retention of course content; more meaningful discussions; emphasis on writing
skills, technology skills, and life skills like time management, independence,
and self-discipline.

¢ Leveling of the Playing Field: Students can take more time to think and reflect
before communicating; shy students tend to thrive online; anonymity of the
online environment.

¢ Interaction: Increased student-to-teacher and student-to-student interaction
and discussion; a more student-centered learning environment; less passive
listening and more active learning; a greater sense of connectedness, synergy.

¢ Innovative Teaching: Student-centered approaches; increased variety and
creativity of learning activities; address different learning styles; changes and
improvements can translate to on-ground courses as well

¢ Improved Administration: Time to examine student work more thoroughly; ability
to document and record online interactions; ability to manage grading online.

¢ Savings: Accommodate more students; increased student satisfaction = higher
retention and fewer repeats.

+ Maximize Physical Resources: Lessen demand on limited campus infrastructure;
decrease congestion on campus and parking lots.

¢ Outreach: Give students options; reach new student markets; appeal to current
students thus increasing enrollments.

Online Learning FAQs
People who are new to online learning are often unclear about what to expect.
Below are some answers to frequently asked questions about online classes.

¢ Is an online class the same as a self-paced class?
Answer: No. While some online classes are similar to independent study, most
online classes are not self-paced classes. The due dates for documents and
class participation reflect those of a "regular" campus class. Homework, other
activities, and online class participation must be completed by preset dates
and times.

¢ How much time do | have to spend online?
Answer: You should plan to spend at least the same amount of time you would
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spend on a face to-face class. And probably more, at least at first, as you get
oriented to the online CMS.

Do | have to log on to class at a particular time?

Answer: No. You will have deadlines by which to post your work, but when you

complete that Introduction to Online Teaching, work is up to you. You should
try to do your work on a daily basis so as to avoid being overburdened at the
end of each unit.

Is taking a class online easier than a "regular" class?
Answer: No. The course content in an online class is usually identical to that of
a face-to-face class on the same topic.

Some people think the workload is even more demanding than a regular face-to-
face class in that you have to be a self-directed learner, stay motivated, and stay
on top of your workload independently. It has been shown that the most successful
online students/teachers tend to share the following characteristics:

50

¢ Self-motivation/self-starter.

¢ Good organization and time-management skills.

¢ Familiar with computers and the Internet.

¢ Resourceful and actively seek answers and solutions to questions and
problem.

What Internet skills would be helpful in an online class?

Answer: The most successful students have the following Internet skills:

¢ Familiarity with Web browsers and an email program.

¢ Some familiarity with Web-based interactions such as email, discussion
boards, list servers, and chat rooms.

¢ Proficiency with typing and word processing.

¢ Experience in successful Internet searches using a variety of search engines.

How is online teaching different from traditional classroom teaching?
Answer: The online model emphasizes an interactive learning environment,
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designed to stimulate dialogue between instructor and students and among
students themselves. The online process requires both instructor and students
to take active roles. The instructor will often act as a facilitator, organizing
activities that engage students directly rather than relying too heavily on
lectures and memorization.

¢  When and where do classes take place?

Answer: We don't really "meet" in a real-time or physical face-to-face sense.
Instead, we interact regularly through the CMS and via email. Courses take
place wherever your computer is:at home, at work, on the road - anywhere
you can connect to the Internet. Courses are typically organized by week with
specific due dates. The model is primarily asynchronous, which means that
within each week you and your students may log in whenever it is most
convenient. Generally, logging in four to five times per week is necessary to
give timely feedback and interact sufficiently with students. Although
communication is primarily asynchronous, real-time chat is also available.

¢ How will I be able to communicate with my students?

Answer: A lot of instructors mistakenly assume that they'll feel isolated from
their online students. To their surprise, most instructors find that online courses
actually provide a high degree of personal contact, and many say that they get
to know their online students much better than their students in on-ground
courses. This is because asynchronous, online courses offer many more
opportunities for reflection, in-depth discussion, and interaction than traditional
courses that meet only once or twice a week. Not only will you and your students
communicate directly, everyone in the class can be involved in group- and
class-level discussions contributing as much and as often as they want. Far
from being an impediment to communication, the online format facilitates and
enhances communication and interaction in ways that would be impossible in
other situations. (Adapted from: FAQ created by Dr. Marsha Conley, American
River College and http://www.onlinelearning.net)

Important Questions for New Online Instructors to Consider
¢ How can you accommodate different learning styles online?
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¢ How might you convert the learning activities you use in the traditional
classroom to the online environment?ls it possible to use your materials "as
is" or will you need to rethink how your material is presented?

¢ Lecturing is the most common method of presenting content in college
classrooms. Why is lecturing a less productive method of teaching in the online
environment?

¢ Inthe virtual classroom, lectures are short and few. With this being the case,
where are the students going to get the information they need to obtain the
learning objectives?

¢ Arevideo, audio, and real-time activities a benefit in a text-based asynchronous
online course? Why or why not?

¢+ How will you inform your students of online expectations and realities and
help ensure their success?

+ What problems can you anticipate that students might have when beginning
your course? How might you smooth the way for your students?

MAJOR QUESTIONS---

3 Is Online Teaching Right for Me?

The online instructor plays a vital role in developing and maintaining an effective
online learning environment and must possess a unique set of tools to perform
successfully. Some instructors from the traditional classroom environment will
easily adapt to the online model, while others may find the transition challenging.
Reflect on your teaching style, circumstances and technical skills to see if teaching
online is right for you.

O Computer skills??

¢ Do you have (or are you willing to obtain) access to a computer and Internet
connection at home and/or at work?

+ Areyou willing to upgrade your computer equipment or purchase new software

if needed?

Do you know how to use email and access the Web using a browser?

Can you download files from the Web and save them to your own computer?

Can you attach a document to an email message?

Can you cut/copy and paste from one program into another?

* 6 o o
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¢ Have you ever taken an online course as a student (i.e. the ETUDES-NG training
course)?

Have you used Webpages to supplement your on-the ground course or seminar?
Have you used online quizzes, a discussion board or chat room as part of your
teaching?

+ Do you believe that high-quality learning can take place without interacting
with your students face-to-face?

+ Do you believe lecturing is the best, or only, method for delivering education
in your field?

+ Do you feel that discussion is an effective teaching strategy for your subject
matter?

+ Doyou believe it isimportant to structure activities so that students can learn
from each other via interactivity and collaborative learning?

¢ Canyou dedicate a significant number of hours per week (any time during the
day or night) to participate in the online teaching process?

¢ Areyou ableto create schedules for yourself and stick to them? In other words,
are you a self-disciplined, independent worker?

+ Are you flexible in dealing with students' needs (due dates, absences, make-
up exams)?

+ Arevyou willing to spend time rethinking and redesigning your teaching materials
to fit the needs of the online environment? o Are you willing to invest time in
professional development to continue learning new online teaching and/or
technical skills in the future?

Feedback:

If you have had first-hand experience as an online student, you will likely have
greater insight into your own online students' needs and a better understanding
of the unique requirements of the online environment. Experience using the Internet
and the Web to enhance your teaching in the traditional classroom can be a good
first step to teaching entirely online. An online instructor should be able to accept
the value of facilitated learning as equal to the traditional model. If a teacher
feels the only way that true learning can take place is through the traditional
means of educating in a classroom, the person is generally not a good fit for the
online paradigm. This is OK, but we must be honest with ourselves. Both an
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accelerated learning model and the online process depend on facilitative
techniques for their success. The online classroom requires new teaching strategies
and instructional techniques; you should not try to recreate the on-ground classroom
in the online paradigm. The person leading a successful online class must be a
proponent of facilitative learning, and have confidence in the system in order to
make it work. Changes and modifications in the Teaching style and habits are
needed to teach online. The online facilitator should be open, concerned, flexible,
and sincere. An online instructor must be able to compensate for the lack of physical
presence in the virtual classroom by creating a supportive environment where all
students feel comfortable participating and especially where students know that
their instructor is accessible. Failure to do this can alienate the class both from
each other and from the instructor and would make for a very weak learning
environment. Online students are as busy, or busier, than anyone else in today's
hurried world. An online instructor should be willing to give individual attention to
students who may need extra help. Being sensitive, open and flexible is mandatory
for success in the online realm.

Seven Principles of Good Teaching Based on considerable educational research
Chickering and Gamson (1987) outlined Seven Standards of Good Practice for
Undergraduate Education, principles that have been widely accepted as measures
for judging the effectiveness of classroom teaching. ETUDES-NG incorporates
elements in each of the seven areas, as demonstrated below:

Principle 1: Encourage student-faculty contact-- Through Private Messages
students and faculty can communicate. Among other things, this allows instructors
to be proactive by following up on students who are not participating in chats,
discussions, etc. Students and faculty can also communicate through the
discussion forums.

Principle 2: Encourage student cooperation - The same areas of ETUDES-NG that
allow for student-faculty contact can also be used for student-to-student contact.
Assignments can be created to take advantage of this. Furthermore, the discussion
forums can help foster group work and collaboration among students. Consider
incorporating peer reviews, project sharing, and thread-leaders to moderate
discussions. Student collaboration leads to a sense of community and higher
learning outcomes.
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Principle 3: Encourage active learning -Instructors can take advantage of the rich
interactivity on the Web by designing assignments around appropriate Websites.
When students come to these sites, they make choices, and they learn from their
choices. Active learning also takes place when students work cooperatively. Give
students more control, leadership roles, and options in what assignments to
complete. Leave the center stage and transform yourself into a guide on the side.
Principle 4: Give prompt feedback - In ETUDES-NG, students can see results of
their tests and view solutions to graded assignments immediately after submission.
Instructors can and should promptly respond to student questions. ETUDES-NG
allows you to provide both acknowledgement and information feedback.
Principle 5: Emphasize time on task - For example, give students something specific
to respond to in each module via the discussions. Build in a reward system of
points for each post and reply to the discussion forums. In other words, make
posting and responding mandatory. Create a structure that can be followed, broken
down week by week or unit by unit, allowing for acceleration of pace.

Principle 6: Communicate high expectations - In your syllabus you should include
course goals and performance objectives. You might include model assignment
submissions that can serve as examples for students to follow. The bottom line is
that you must be explicit and clear in communicating your expectations to students.
Principle 7: Respect diverse talents and ways of learning - Create assignments
that offer students options. Giving students choices in their learning experience
increases satisfaction and retention. Consider giving students options as to what
format to submit assignments or projects. For example, they might design a
Webpage, write an essay, or develop a PowerPoint presentation. There is no reason
why all students should submit the exact same homework or participate in one
discussion topic. Variety is the spice of life and your online class; teach to the
various learning styles of your students.

CONCLUSION

The increasing availability of Internet connectivity and interactive WEB applications
have contributed to the growth in the number of educational institutions
implementing Blended Learning and Collaborative work. Although this kind of
implementation is a complex process because educators must determine the
perfect blend of face-to-face activities and online learning activities when designing
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courses. Early research indicates that students have favorable opinions in
participating in Blended Learning and Collaborative work versus the traditional
classroom. In the future, teachers and students will need to work collaboratively
and take equal ownership in determining the best principles for an approach that
redefines what it means in order to teach and learn. The educational institutions
should continue to implement new technologies and innovations that are affordable
and will provide engaging and effective instruction that personalizes learning for
ALL students. Successful Blended Learning Educators are focusing on engagement
as they work towards student achievement. We have the unique opportunity to
not replicate a system that has not served all students. Instead we need to look at
Flexible Time and Place to innovate through Blended Learning.
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ABSTRACT

The present scenario almost forces us to think about the importance of value
development and value education.The lockdown which has been made by Central and
State Government in order to check the spread of Novel Corona Virus and the damages
caused by the super cyclone Amphan smashed the poor people totally, leaving them
without food, shelter and clothing. They have lost their minimum livelihood. On
humanitarian ground we should support them and help them as much as possible. It
is a kind of human values. It's a prime time to re-think about value development and
value education. In this paper | wish to focus on this fact and not only this , in modern
society degradation of values or value crisis becomes a common phenomenon. It is
marked by corruption, cynicism , disparity, disruption , hypocrisy , violence, etc.Common
people forget to respect their elders, to cooperate with their fellow beings , to think
of national integration. They fail to discriminate between right and wrong. They run
after material needs. Spirituality has lost. These activities and their consequences
left us at a stake. In the light of this situation | think 'Value development and value
education' is the most relevant topic to deal with.

In fact values are the standards or guidelines according to which an individual
moves. It sets an individual's character. These are the basic pillars upon which our
society is based. No science and technologies can be its substitute. Development of
a society and of a nation almost depends on these values. Development or upliftment
of values are essential for making a sound society. Without inner development , outer
development is not possible. Development of values will bring a change in the mode
of thinking, beliefs, and also in the behaviour and attitude of an individual. In this
paper | wish to show that value development and value education is very much
essential in order to protect and preserve our society and it should be done only by
imparting value education from the grasshood level.

Key words : values , value education , society , value degradation, development of values,
inculcation
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INTRODUCTION :

On the face of the situation caused by the spread of Novel Corona Virus or covid -19
and the damages caused by the super cyclone Amphan, the topic: 'development of
values and value education'is most pertinent. Not only that, in the age of globalization,
degradation of values or value crisis is a common phenomenon. Modern society is
marked by corruption, cynicism , disparity, disruption , hypocrisy , violence, etc. Man
runs after material riches and needs.Man becomes so selfish and self-centred that he
felt to do anything good to others and of the society at large. Common people forget
to respect their elders, to cooperate with their fellow beings , to think of national
integration. They felt to discriminate between right and wrong. Hence , it is necessary
to inculcate values through value education from the grasshood level. For without
inner development , outer development is not possible.Without good thoughts, ideas
and beliefs , nothing good can be achieved for the society at large. Self-centeredness,
selfishness, egoism can only lead to destruction and devastation. Presently we all are
facing the consequences of Novel Corona Virus. Due to lockdown many peoples have
lost their livelihood. They are forced to stay at home.Thousands and thousands of
peoples are dying everyday due to corona virus. Until and unless proper vaccines and
medicines are invented, we are puppet in the hands of fate. Even the most affluent
country of the world like U.S.A , Russia,ltaly etc became helpless with the impact of
corona virus. Human existence are at stake. Doctors, scientists are asking to increase
our immunity. Those people who have good immunity power will survive and others
fail. That is the caption which draws our attention is "Survival of the fittest". We all are
struggling for our existence. Not only this , the super cyclone amphan smashed the
poor people of sundarban areas.According to the assessment report of an Inter-
Ministerial Central Team damages worth Rs 2,02,442 crores in west Bengal.
Approximately 28.56 lakhs houses were damaged. Agricultural lands . electric post
,transformer etc has been damaged violently. In this situation , on humanitarian
ground we should help and support the victims irrespective of caste , creed and colour.
We should leave all negative attitudes like selfishness, jealousy, egoism etc towards
others. On the contrary we should develop 'we - feelings', which will make us united
and this 'we - feelings' or 'sense of togetherness' will help us to fight against corona
virus , various natural calamities and other social evils and weaknesses of the society.

It is said that , good will must precede all actions. Immanuel Kant rightly says, "good
will alone is good". An action will be treated as good if it accompanies good will. So ,
he stresses on the inner development, good mentality etc. Great leaders like Gandhiji,
Subhas Chandra Bose, Khudiram, Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar , Dr.B.R.Ambedkar, Swami
Vivekananda, etc and many others are still memorable for their great ideals and
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values.They fight against various social evils and weaknesses of the society , which in
turn lead to the development of the society. Hence ,value development is extremely
essential for the development of the society and of the nation as a whole. In this
paper | will focus on the development of values and value education, which is essential
to protect and preserve our society and it should be imparted from the initial stage of
learning. Before starting our discussion let us make clear the concept of values.

1.The Concept of Values

Values are the standard or guidelines which influences or guides a person's life. They
guides us in taking all kinds of decisions in life. It forms an important element in the
development of personality and character of an individual. It influences his thought
and behaviour in an unconscious manner. It set the goals which an individual tries to
achieve in his life. Values are not static. It changes with the change of situation. It also
varies from person to person . There are different kinds of values , like moral values,
personal values, universal values, social values , spiritual values etc. Inculcation of
values in an individual is necessary not only for the development of an individual but
for the society and of the nation at large.

2. Importance of Values

In the modern democratic society values are most indispensable. According to Swami
Vivekananda , "To be happy is the universal urge of all beings and at all times. One has
to be at peace with oneself to be happy. There can be no peace for a turbulent mind.
‘Vasanas' (undesirable wants) take away the peace of mind. It is only when we follow
a value system that we can have a serene, contemplative mind. When mind is calm,
we can turn it within to 'see' the treasure of pure consciousness. No treasure , on
earth is equal to a slice of that 'tattva' (element)."?

Shrimad Bhagavat Gita states, 'Mind, has to be loosened from 'durtyapara’(misdeeds)
and engaged in acquiring 'sadgunas' (virtues). A mind which has 'daivi sampati' (divine
qualities) has' Shanti' (peace).These values make us introspective and correct our
personality."? About two thousand years ago , Thiruvalluvar a great saint said, "
Achievement of a human being is proportionate to how high he or she thinks."?

Einstein, one of the greatest scientists of the world has observed, " A positive aspiration
and effort for an ethical and moral configuration of our common life is of overriding
importance. Here, no science can save us. | believe , indeed , solely the practical and
factual in our education has led directly to the importance of ethical values."*
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In the words of our first Prime Minister, Pt. Jwaharlal Nehru , " Let us pursue our path
to industrial progress with all our strength and vigour and at the same time remember
that material riches without tolerance and compassion and wisdom may turn to dust
and ashes."™

Development of a society and of a nation almost depends on these values.Without
inner development , outer development is not possible. These are the main backbones
of our society. Development of values will bring a change in the mode of thinking,
beliefs, and also in the behaviour and attitude of an individual. Thus Gandhiji has said
that," society should be marked by simple living and high thinking." On the face of
the spread of covid 19 and damages caused by the super cyclone Amphan ,we should
follow Gandhian principle of ahimsa, sarvodaya and trusteeship. Gandhian concept of
ahimsa prescribed that we should not hurt others either mentally or physically. Jaina
philosophy also echoes the same principle. It states that we should adopt this kind of
attitude not only against one another but also against smaller animals.Not only this ,
in the present situation we should help one another and the poors and the victims by
following Gandhian principle of sarvodaya and trusteeship. Gandhian principle
of'sarvodaya'’ means 'upliftment or progress of all'. It highlights on moral values,
stateless society, party-less democracy, non-violence and self-sufficient and
decentralized village or communities. The principle of trusteeship provides a means
by which the wealthy people would be the trustees of trusts that looked after the
welfare of the people in general.Gandhi believed that the wealthy people could be
persuaded to part with their wealth to help the poor. That is, wealthy people should
keep that much of wealth which is essential for his livelihood and the rest must be
used for the welfare of the community.These are the human values which everyone
should take note of. So, values are very much important in the present development
of the society and of the nation at large.

3. Different Kinds Of Values

Values start from the family , which is the child's first classroom and these are called
family values. Family values , such as respect for elders , helpfulness, cooperation
and mutual affection, etc. influences in developing one's character and personality.

Besides , there are societal values which include courtesy, punctuality,consideration
and helpfulness to poors and deprieved , cooperation with others , tolerance ,honesty,
humanism, justice, self-control, national unity, concern for others etc. After the family,
it is in the school and colleges that these values need to be inculcated.
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Associated with these lies environmental concerns. In the twenty first century , our
existence is in danger due to environmental imbalance created by exploitation of
nature for human needs, industrialization etc. So , it is necessary to develop an
awareness of preserving and improving the environment.

Another most important set of values involves inter-religious understanding. Every
person should respect another's religion. Every religion are the different paths leading
to the divine. This leads to spiritual values. Religion and spirituality are closely related.
Spiritualty attempts to access the divine power that resides within the deeper
processes of our consciousness. It is this inner light which we try to achieve through
prayer, yoga, meditation etc.

Swami Vivekananda speaks of the following values: fearlessness, non-injury, purity,
self-sacrifice, service to others . Gandhiji also mentions the following values like,
ahimsa, satya, astaya, brahmacharya, aparigraha , fearlessness, sarva
dharmasambhava, swadeshi, abolition of untouchability etc. Inculcation of these
values are highly needed to make a better society .

4. Degradation of values

Value crisis or degradation of values is a common phenomenon in our society. Modern
society is marked by corruption, cynicism , disparity, disruption , hypocrisy , violence,
etc.Common people forget to respect their elders, to cooperate with their fellow
beings , to think of national integration. They felt to discriminate between right and
wrong. Poors and the weaker section of the society are deprived. Man run after material
riches and needs. They becomes selfish, self-centred and egoistic and this is reflected
in their outward behaviour. Spirituality has lost. They forget their oneness with Brahma
( main tenet of Sankara's advaitavada). According to Sankara's advaitavada , "Brahma
satya , jagat mithya".Brahma is ultimately real.We have empirical reality and will be
identical with Brahma , with the death of the body (i.e. when maya disappears).We
are all parts of the same Brahman. Hence, there should not be any discrimination,
disparity on the basis of sex, caste, creed , religion etc.Swami Vivekananda also
believed in Vedanta philosophy, which maintains that the ultimate goal of life is to
attain 'Unity with the Creater'. According to him , God resides in every individual and
so best worship of God is service to mankind. Shreemad Bhagavat Gita also speaks of
performing 'niskama karma'. That is , we have to do our duties for duties sake. We
should not think about the results or consequences of action. Every thing is pre-
destined. We are only instrument in the hand of God. We should act with complete
devotion to God. Modern people has felt to realize the core meaning of these
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teachings. Thus , value degradation or value crisis or value erosion seems to keep its
hold. These activities and their consequences left us at a stake. Present situation
demands that, values needs to be inculcated through value education . Development
or upliftment of values are essential for making a sound society.

5. Need For Value Education

It is very essential that from the school level a deliberate , planned method should be
followed to inculcate human values among the students. They should be taught to
respect their elders like father and mother. In Indian tradition top most priority should
be given to father and mother. They should be worshipped like God. Activities, attitude,
behaviour of father and mother influenced greatly in building the character of an
individual. After that , teacher should always be respected. A teacher's teaching,
character, attitude, behaviour often sets the goal in a children's life. It also influences
in buiding up his character.Values like truth, sincerity, punctuality, cleanliness, courtesy,
equality, non-discrimination on the basis of sex, caste, creed etc should be inculcated
among children.

Besides, these personal values there are certain social values which ought to be
imbibed among children. For example, concern for others ,for the aged, handicapped,
deprieved, co-operation, etc need to be inculcated in the young mind. They should
also be aware of the national values like patriotism, national integration, cultural
heritage, social obligation, constitutional obligations etc. The teacher is the key person
who can inculcate all the required values in the mind of the children.

In a culturally plural society, education should foster universal values like peace, love
for humanity and moral values like truthfulness, self-control, sincerity, honesty,
devotion to duty, among children.The Education Commission1964-66 has observed, "
We believe that India should strive to bring science and the values of the spirit together
in harmony and thereby pave their way for the eventual emergence of a society which
would cater to the needs of the whole man and not only to particular fragment of his
personality."®

5.1. Constraints in Value Education

There are some constraints in imparting value education. Mass media unfortunately
, as matters of fact ,has corrupting influence on the youth. Through various programmes
it often highlights domestic violence, corruption , crimes in a manner which has some
ill-effect upon the children.They becomes so conditioned and influenced by cinema,
television, radio and sometimes by newspapers and magazines that value education
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given in the school becomes ineffective .They often admitted , before the police that
in committing crimes , they got their ideas and inspiration from these sources. So ,
measures should be taken to make the programmes of value education effective.

Socio-economic conditions also influences moral behaviour.Poverty and morality
cannot co-exist. Value education has no meaning to those people who are deprived
of the basic human needs like food, shelter, clothing etc.If the society is just , i.e
having equal distribution of wealth , free from discrimination and disparity , free
from unhealthy competition etc , then an environment exists which promotes value-
education. But if the society is unjust ,that is based on exploitation, corruption,
discrimination on the basis of sex, caste and creed, then values taught in the schools
have no effect in the minds and actions of the students who see the negation of those
values in the world outside. They realize that there is inconsistency between precept
and practice.So, steps should be taken to resolve the dichotomy between precept
and practice of morality.

6. CONCLUSION:

These constraints does not provide a pessimistic view about the value of moral
education. It just state the realities. Strategic plan should be adopted to impart value
education and it will be appropriate to start from the school level for from this stage
it will motivate the child to choose the right path to realize their ideals.
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LANDFALL OF TROPICAL CYCLONE-AMPHAN IN THE INDIAN
SUNDARBAN AREA UNDER PANDEMIC SITUATION
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Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College.
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ABSTRACT

The present paper is concerned with landfall of tropical cyclone-Amphan in the Indian
Sundarban area under Pandemic situation. The Covid situation has made the socio
economic condition of the people of Sundarban very miserable. Under this vulnerable
condition ,landfall( 20.05.2020) of the cyclone Amphanhas totally changed the lifestyle
of dwellers of the area.According to the local people after cyclone Amphan, the
Sundarbans have become unrecognisable.The Gosaba block was one of the worst
affected in the Sunderban islands by cyclone Amphan. Both Pandemic and Amphan
have enhanced economic vulnerability of the poor people of the Indian Sundarban

many folds.

Key words : Pandemic, Amphan, Economic vulnerability

INTRODUCTION

Indian Sundarbans was recognised as UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987,
'Wetland of International Importance' under the Ramsar Convention in January
2019 and also a Biosphere Reserve in 1989. The dwellers of the Sundarban
have been already suffering from acute economic and social stress due to
pandemic condition. In this difficult situation, Sundarbans dwellers, life changed
on Sunday afternoon(20.05.2020) when cyclone Amphan whose wind speed beat
that of Aila in 2009 and Bulbul in 2019. Hence the present researcher has tried to
discuss the impacts of the cyclone Amphan in the Indian Sundarban area under
Pandemic situation. The present research paper has a great significance in respect
to the study area ; Sundarban and its adjacent area where occurrence of landfall
of many sever cyclone is observed.

OBIJECTIVE:

The objective of the paper is to discuss the characteristics of tropical cyclone with
special reference to cyclone-Amphan in the Indian Sundarban area under Pandemic
situation.

74 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0




Rethinking 21 Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

AREA AND LOCATION :

The present paper is about the Indian Sundarban which is called active delta. The
land is drained with numerous tidal creeks and rivers. The area is experienced
with frequently tropical cyclones which cause widespread damage of the area.

TROPICAL CYCLONE AND ITS CHARACTERISTICS:

About 15 percent of the world's population is at risk from tropical cyclone. Tropical
cyclones are intense circular storms that originate over the warm tropical oceans
with more than 119 kilometres per hour speed and heavy rains. Mainly, the greatest
damage to life and property caused not from the wind but from other secondary
events including storm surges, flooding, landslides and tornadoes.

Tropical cyclones are characterized by low atmospheric pressure, high winds and
heavy rain. It is originated over sea and terminated on land surface. In extreme
condition, the winds may exceed 240 km per hour and gusts may surpass 320 km
per hour. These strong winds may cause torrential rains and devastating phenomena
known as the storm surge. Basically, it is an elevation of the sea surface that can
reach 6 metres above normal levels. In tropical and subtropical areas of the world,
such cyclones with a combination of high winds and water cause a serious hazard
for coastal areas. Globally the formation zone (fig:1)of this cyclone is extended

0.1 - 0.9 per yoar
\ G 1.0 - 2.9 per yaar ,—_9‘-”
\ 1 B 3.0 and more per year | #=——— Average Tracks <7

Figure 1. World map showing the location and average annual frequency of tropical cyclones. This emphasises
the importance of the western North Pacific region and the way in which the storm tracks curve pole wards to
threaten populated coastal areas. After Berz (1990).
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within tropical climatic belt(30° N t030°S). Depending on geographical location
(fig-2) tropical cyclone has various names like: hurricanes, cyclone, typhoons etc.

Equator

Fig:2: Different names of tropical cyclone in different geographical areas.

Category of different cyclonic condition:

According to the World Meteorological Organisation (WMOQ) there are some
categories of different stages of cyclonic condition based on the wind speed
(table:1).

Table:1: different types of cyclonic condition.

Category Wind speed (km per hour)
Super Cyclonic Stom >222

Very Severe Cyclonic Stom 119to 221

Severe Cyclonic Stom 89t0 118

Cyclonic Stom 62 to 88

Deep Depression 50to 61
Depression 31to 49

Low Pressure Area <31
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Significance of the Study:

The study has a great significance regarding the understanding of the formation
and necessary awareness about tropical cyclone in Sundarban and its adjacent
areas. Tropical Cyclones are among the most destructive natural hazards in the
world(table:2). Therefore, large fluctuations in tropical cyclone activity are of
obvious importance to society, particularly in those coastal areas where populations
are affected. One estimate of the global economic loss from such storms was
USS$10 billion annually at 1995 values (Pielk and Pielke, 1997).

Table 2 : The World's ten deadliest tropical cyclones in the twentieth century

Year Location People killed
1970 Bangladesh 300,000
1991 Bangladesh 139,000
1922 China 100,000
1935 India 60.000
1938 Central America 14,600
1937 Hong Kong (China) 11,000
1965 Pakistan 10,000
1900 United States 8,000
1964 Vietnam 7,000
1991 Philippines 6,000

Structure of a cyclone:

There are a number of structural characteristics common to all cyclones. A cyclone
is a low-pressure area. A cyclone's center (often known in a mature tropical cyclone
as the 'eye'), is the area of lowest atmospheric pressure in the region. Near the
center, the pressure gradient force(PGF) (from the pressure in the center of the
cyclone compared to the pressure outside the cyclone) and the force from the
Coriolis effect(CF) must be in an approximate balance, or the cyclone would collapse
on itself as a result of the difference in pressure.
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Because of the Coriolis effect,(fig:3) the wind flow around a large cyclone is
counterclockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the southern
hemisphere. In the northern hemisphere, the fastest winds relative to the surface
of the earth therefore occur on the eastern side of a northward-moving cyclone
and on the northern side of a westward-moving one; the opposite occurs in the
southern hemisphere.
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Fig:3:Different wind forces to develop cyclonic flow.

Naming of the tropical cyclones: Tropical cyclones can last for a week or more;
therefore there can be more than one cyclone at a time. Weather forecasters give
each tropical cyclone a name to avoid confusion. Each year, tropical cyclones
receive names in alphabetical order. Women and men's names are alternated.
The name list is proposed by the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services
(NMHSs) of WMO Members of a specific region (table:3) and approved by the
respective tropical cyclone regional bodies at their annual/bi-annual sessions.
Nations in the western North Pacific began using a new system for naming tropical
cyclones in 2000.
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Within the North Indian Ocean between 45°E - 100°E, tropical cyclones are named
by the India Meteorological Department (IMD/RSMC New Delhi) when they are
judged to have intensified into cyclonic storms with 3-minute sustained wind
speeds of at least 34 kn (39 mph; 63 km/h).

Before the formal start of naming, tropical cyclones were named after places,
objects, or saints' feast days on which they occurred. The credit for the first usage
of personal names for weather systems is generally given to the Queensland
Government Meteorologist Clement Wragge, who named systems between 1887
and 1907. This system of naming weather systems subsequently fell into disuse
for several years after Wragge retired, until it was revived in the latter part of
World War Il for the Western Pacific. Formal naming schemes and naming lists
have subsequently been introduced and developed for the Eastern, Central,
Western and Southern Pacific basins, as well as the Australian region, Atlantic
Ocean and Indian Ocean.

Super Cyclonic Storm Amphan and records of other severe cyclones :
Super Cyclonic Storm Amphan
was a powerful and deadly
tropical cyclone that caused
widespread damage in Eastern
India(fig:4), West Bengal to be
specific, and also Bangladesh in
May 2020. It was the strongest
tropical cyclone to strike the
Ganges Delta since Sidr of the
2007 season and the first super
cyclonic storm to occur in the Bay
of Bengal since the 1999 Odisha
cyclone. It was also the 3rd Super =
Cyclone that hit West Bengal & =~ =
since 1582,after 1737 and 1833,  #" < ¢

Ca using over USS 13 billion of Fig:4 :NASA Earth Observatory image by Lauren Dauphin,
using MODIS data from NASA EOSDIS/LANCE and GIBS/

damage: Ampha n is also the Worldview and using Black Marble data from NASA/GSFC
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costliest cyclone ever recorded in the North Indian Ocean, surpassing the record
held by cyclone Nargis of 2008.

Affected area of Amphan:

Coastal areas in West Bengal comprising East Midnapur, North 24 Parganas, South
24 Parganas, Kolkata, Hooghly and Howrah as well as Odisha were affected by
the cyclone. It also caused significant destruction in Bangladesh. Amphan made
landfall near Bakhali (fig :5) in West Bengal at 2:30 p.m. IST on 20 May, buffeting
the region with strong winds and heavy rains. Although the extent of fatalities
was less than initially feared, the cyclone's effects were nonetheless widespread
and deadly. West Bengal, the epicenter of the cyclone's landfall, saw the most
widespread damage from Amphan. The storm was considered the strongest to hit
the region in over a decade.
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Fig: 5;0bserved track of cyclone Amphan till 21st May,2020.
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Impact of the cyclone on the Indian Sundarban area:

Rangabelia (West Bengal): According to 63-year-old Shabitri Midha of Pakhiralaya
village "I have become a beggar now. All | had was a small hut, God snatched
even that from me,". In the last 30 years, Midha,dweller of the village lost nine
bighas (60,840 square metres) of ancestral land as the Bidyadhari river engulfed
parts of the delta. Pointing to the waters, Midha said, "This river took almost
everything we had. Now, this storm has just finished us."The Gosaba block was
one of the worst affected in the Sunderban islands by Cyclone Amphan.

Plate:1:Destruction of a launch boat at Plate:2:A family in a temporary tent at
Gosaba ferry ghatt Rangabelia.

According to the local people after Cyclone Amphan, the Sundarbans have become
unrecognisable. Gosaba ferry ghat was badly damaged by the storm. A wrecked
launch boat on the right, half of it submerged (plate- 1) clearly indicates the
severity of the storm. Many parts of the embankment is totally obliterated.
Hundreds of houses were wiped out in Rangabelia's Uttor Para, about one km
from the primary school. Ananta Mondal, 67, lost three bighas (20,280 square
metres) of farmland and is now living with his family in the local school, which is
being used as a shelter house. Saltwater has inundated all the farmland in the
village - creating another big concern for the villagers . Cultivation is not possible
over the lands in the next 2-3 years. Though a senior officer at the Gosaba Block
Development Office has stated that the change in direction of Cyclone Amphan,
and better preparedness, helped the Gosaba area, or else the destruction would
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have been far worse. "We have zero casualties in the block. Some of our major
embankments were breached and thus, a lot of areas here were flooded. However,
considering the intensity of the cyclone, the damages could have been far worse,"
Rangabelia's Uttar Para is caught between two rivers - Bidyadhari on the right
and Gormor on the left. This further aggravated the scale of destruction in
Rangabelia. A stretch of road from Gangamandir to Jotirampur ghat was completely
washed away and looked like one vast lake.

A local dweller,Lakhan Dutta sitting inside a makeshift tent(plate-2), made of
tarpaulin given by the panchayat, has lost his house which is totally submerged.
His family got a cooked meal after six days of the cyclone hit Bengal. They were
getting dry food from the camp. Cyclone Aila, which had struck in 2009, devastated
this eco-sensitive part of Bengal. Sundarban dwellers took several years to get
back to their feet. Cyclone Amphan, which was more powerful and created
widespread devastation, throws a larger challenge for the island people.

There is also considerable loss of property - whether it is agriculture, the power
sector, telecommunication, or the houses that have been damaged. There have
been losses of different infrastructure, and also in the business world and the
agriculture sector; everyone has suffered great losses.

Impacts on Mangroves: 1,200 sq km of that mangrove forest has been destroyed.
Mangroves not only reduce wind speed but break the waves during a storm surge
caused by a cyclone. Trees turned yellow and red after the cyclone mostly due to
salinity and trees can only survive if the salinity of the soil comes down. The
damage has been much on the Indian side of the Sundarbans and not on the
Bangladesh side. The CM has directed the Forest Department to be prepared to
plant 3.5 crore mangroves by 14th July which is celebrated as the World Forest
Day. Recently, the Chief Minister of West Bengal highlighted that about 28% of
the Sundarbans has been damaged by cyclone Amphan and launched a drive for
planting mangroves and trees to mark the World Environment Day (5th June).

Preliminary Report from the State Government:
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee described the storm's effects there as worse

than that of COVID-19. The death toll due to cyclone 'Amphan' in WestBengal has

ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-G 83




Rethinking 2% Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

risen to 98. An estimated storm surge of 5 m (16 ft) inundated a wide swath of
coastal communities and communications were severed. The greatest inundations
were expected in the Sundarbans, where flooding could extend 15 km (9.3 mi)
inland. Embankments in the region were overtaken by the surge, leading to
inundation of the islands in the Sundarbans. Bridges linking islands to the Indian
mainland were swept away. The cyclone produced sustained winds of 112 km/h
(70 mph) and gusts to 190 km/h (120 mph) recorded by Alipore observatory, Kolkata,
West Bengal, damaging homes and uprooting trees and electric poles. Wind speed
along coastal areas were measured up to 150-160 km/h (93-99 mph). In Canning
a wind speed of 157 km/h (98 mph) with gusting up to 185 km/h (115 mph) was
recorded, while nearby Nimpith and Sagar Island observe 155 km/h (96 mph) and
111 km/h (69 mph) wind speed. The storm also triggered widespread flooding
around the city. 236 mm of rain was recorded in Kolkata.

Aerial survey by the Prime Minister:

The Honourable Prime minister with the Chief Minister, and the Governor of
WestBengal had done a primary assessment on 22nd May,2020 with an aerial
survey. Widespread destruction by the cyclone Amphan was witnessed by the
aerial survey. The prime minister said "The whole world is struggling with a
crisis. India is also constantly fighting a battle against the corona virus. The Mantra
of winning the battle against corona virus and the cyclone are completely opposite
to each other.The mantra to fight the corona virus is - do not get out of the house
and stay wherever you are; do not get out of the house if not required. But the
Cyclone's mantra is - be at a safe spot as soon as possible. Shift to a safe site, try
to get there and leave your houses. That is, both are different types of battles that
have to be fought by West Bengal simultaneously". One thousand crore rupees
have be arranged by the Government of India as an advance assistance to help
the State Government in this hour of crisis. At the same time, the Central
Government also provided assistance of up to two lakh rupees from the Prime
Minister's Relief Fund to the families who have lost their loved ones and up to 50
thousand rupees to those who have suffered injuries.

Nature of Cyclone in Bay of Bengal:
Tropical cyclones and storms are very common in the Bay of Bengal. They severely
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affect the eastern coast of India as compared to that of the Arabian Sea. According
to Koteswaram , there were about 346 cyclones that include 133 severe ones in
the Bay of Bengal, whereas the Arabian Sea had only 98 cyclones including 55
severe ones between the year's 1891 and 1970. Cyclones with tremendous speed
hit the coastline and inundate the shores with strong tidal wave, severely damaging
the coastal resources (Mitra,Halder,Baneree,2011).

Roxy Mathew Koll, a scientist at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology and
lead author of IPCC Oceans and Cryosphere, said: "Our research shows that high
ocean temperatures are conducive for rapid intensification of cyclones in the north
Indian Ocean. In the current case, the Bay of Bengal has been particularly warm.
Some of the buoys in the Bay of Bengal registered maximum surface temperatures
of 32-34 degrees celsius consecutively for the first two weeks of May. These are
record temperatures driven by climate change - we have never seen such high
values until now" (Mitra,Halder,Baneree,2011).

According to the scientists if the sea surface temperature (SST) is about 28 degrees
celsius then favorable condition for cyclone is developed. It has been found that
from the previous records that the occurrences and magnitude of tropical cycle
over Bay of Bengal is maximum than the Arabian Sea. Some scientists think that
the ratio of the occurrence of severe cyclone in Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea is
4:1. As sea surface temperature(SST) is greater over the Bay of Bengal,the
occurrence of cyclone is maximum here. Experts think that due to less definite
mountain system and the altitudinal difference around the Bay of Bengal, pressure
gradient force is comparatively weaker and wind velocity is not enough to minimize
the sea surface temperature(SST). As a result, sea surface temperature(SST) is
maximum over Bay of Bengal and that lead increasing frequency of cyclone over
Bay of Bengal.

Impact of pandemic on cyclone affected Sundarban people:

A pandemic is the worldwide spread of a new disease. An influenza pandemic
occurs when a new influenza virus emerges and spreads around the world, and
most people do not have immunity. Viruses that have caused past pandemics
typically originated from animal influenza viruses (WHO).
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The nationwide lockdown to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) has forced the four million inhabitants of West Bengal's Sundarbans
area - famous for its mangrove cover - to choose between their lives and their
livelihoods. The Sundarbans have a unique geographical character; the area spans
across 102 islands and has a thick forest cover that has become the source of
livelihood for the area's inhabitants and is also home to man-eating tigers and
other wild animals. The people of the region - who usually subsist from cottage
industries across the area - were forced to venture into the thick forest cover, at
the risk of their lives. They were strictly prohibited from venturing into the forest
during the lockdown, but often do so and lose their lives in the process. Three
people died in a week after they were attacked by man-eaters, according to local
media reports. The youngest among them was 36-year-old Rathin Sarkar, a resident
of Lahiripur village in Gosaba block who was killed on April 20, 2020.According to
local people the lockdown put an end to alternate livelihood schemes being run
by non-profits and the administration to prevent people from going into the forest,
that runs a thread-spinning unit in the area. Most of the villagers now have no
alternative but to bring something from the forest for their livelihood.

Sourabhi Roy has been out of work since a thread-spinning unit in her village shut
soon after the lockdown was implemented on March 24.The 65-year-old widow
used to eke out a livelihood by working in the unit. She is now, however, dependent
on free ration kits distributed by the administration and non-profits, for her
sustenance.

In some forest adjoining villages, villagers are facing the extreme fear of tiger
attack as the protecting net alongthe forest zone has been badly damaged due to
Amphan and tigers have easily entered the adjacent villages and attacked the
dwellers.

In order to fight with corona virus ,maintainance of social distancing is a crucial
step during the pandemic situation but during cyclone Amphan thousands of
dwellers had been evacuated from the vulnerable areas and they have been
sheltered at different cyclone centers. In these cyclone centers it was impossible
to maintain social distancing. So there was a possibility of spreading coronavirus
from infected people to others.
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Conclusion:

From the over going discussion it can be said that Nearly half of the villages in
the deltaic fragile islands of the Sundarban Biosphere Reserve area are highly
vulnerable to tropical cyclone and tropical cyclone induced storm surges. Both
Covid-19 virus and Amphan cyclone have enhanced the economic vulnerability of
the people of the Indian Sundarban manyfolds. Storm surges cause massive
property damage in the islands of the Sundarbans. Villages located near river
creeks and low-lying areas of the Sundarbans are more vulnerable to storm surges,
whose frequency is projected to increase due to global warming. The scientists
assessed people's vulnerability as a function of exposure, sensitivity and resilience
capacity, and developed a composite vulnerability index (CVI) based on the three
factors. Villages located in the lower and southern parts of the study area were
found to be the most vulnerable to storm surges. Scientists and policy analysts
are already reporting some long-term impacts of storm surges in the study area
that has undergone major economic and social changes during the last 15 years
and witnessed the displacement of an estimated 70,000 people.For example,
agriculture was heavily affected after the 2009 cyclone Aila that devastated the
Sundarbans deltaic area, with most of the agricultural land lying fallow till date.
Similarly, fish production has declined significantly.World Bank studies also predict
that the progressive salinisation of water and soil in a changing climate will
significantly impact the fragile ecosystem of the Sundarbans, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, and affect the people living in and around the forest .
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ABSTRACT
Human life and living under the present pandemic has been severely challenged,
threatened and distorted in numerous ways. Adapting to the NEW NORMAL is both
difficult and complicated and a return to the state of pre corona normalcy is but a
Utopia. The entire globe it seems has come to a point of stagnation politically,
economically, socially and most importantly psychologically. In this respect a plethora
of terminologies have resurfaced in our lives and are in vogue. This paper tends to
address the various terminologies through snapshots which depict varied facets of
living life today. In doing so it will highlight the paradox of human existence in the

present era and explore how best the Corona crisis can be dealt with.

Key words : mask, quarantine, corona, covid19, survival, existence, extinction, paradox, irony.

INTRODUCTION

Life is a montage...It is an endless journey of gathering experiences...Some that
will gradually seep in...some will stir you...some others will teach you, change you
or simply pass by. But what if all these happen at successive intervals tossing
your life in thin air and shake you to the core with a wakeup call making you
realize how powerless, miniscule and fragile humans are. The belief that we as a
race is the most intelligent, advanced and powerful of all gets shattered in a
moment of a COVID 19 attack and all that is left is to peer through our naked
selves which stripped of its inflated ego have lost its shine. The supposed halo,
the aura around mankind all have disappeared; the questions which reiterate now
are- is this the end of our race? Is this the beginning to our end? Will the world
end in the Eliotic sense in a whimper instead of a bang? Will life ever return back
to its wholeness? It is time we rethink our position in the universe and ponder
over the fact were we really living in the truest sense of the term so long. Human
lives have turned upside down during the present pandemic. The twelve sections
henceforth are certain snapshots of life which in slices and glimpses take us into
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a metaphorical journey of the self. These very relatable slices of life take the
Indian context in the 21st century in particular and the world in general.

1.Wearing masks

Since last March with the onset of the inaugural lockdown in India life and living
have slowly come converging to a point from where it apparently seems to be a
dead end. Wearing masks have become an integral part of our life. N95, KN95,2
Ply, 3 Ply, surgical masks etc. have flooded the market like never before. Plethora
of colours , variety of designs and various kinds of patterns on the masks have
made them more attractive no doubt, however, the primary purpose of wearing
the masks has been lost somewhere in the process of glitz and glamour. But isn't
a substantial section of the human race wore masks since time immemorial and
have changed their colour to suit their vested interest and selfish purposes? People
across the globe had always wore masks to camouflage their murky hearts. So,
wearing masks is not a new phenomenon, the only difference being the masks
worn earlier being invisible were not easily detected.

2. Am | audible?

In the post COVID situation the question 'am | audible?'has assumed the status of
being the new tagline in e-conferences, e-meetings and webinars. The pandemic
has turned human lives upside down and changed them inside out. The more we
claim to be technologically upgraded and updated the closer we are on the verge
of losing human touch. 21st century boasts of being the age of connectivity
encapsulating the entire world in a chip of a handset. However, we still find few
who will really hear us out and even fewer who will really make an effort to
understand. Seminars have given way to webinars and meeting and conferences
have added a prefix 'e' to them. Today, being audible has thus become as important
as being alive but wasn't it since long that it was the human craving of being
heard! Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and various other forms of social media lands
you amidst crowd but the paradox is we are alone and no one to hear us even if
we want to be audible. The irony is each person, whether with millions of followers
in social media or with so social account, is equally 'alone’.
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3. Sanitizing

In Act 2 scene 2 of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth after the murder of king Duncan
comments in respect to the blood stains on their (Macbeth and Lady Macbeth)
hands : 'A little water clears us of this deed'™. In the recent pandemic crisis not
only a little water but in addition to it hand wash, soap bars and sanitizers have
made their permanent appearances in our home and the world. Sanitization has
been the norm of the day and its magnum opus impact is evident with the rising
demand of the above so much so that all known and unknown companies have
started to manufacture sanitizers which are ready to take on the virus head long.
But like Lady Macbeth sanitization of our hands will not clear us of the deed until
sanitization of our souls can be done. The crime rate globally still has not decreased
much. Even in this critical situation the social still abounds in news of rape, domestic
violence, theft, fraud, trickery and most important of all crimes in the present
scenario - inhuman behaviour with the Covid19 affected patients. So sanitization
of the soul has become much more necessary than mere sanitization of our
thresholds, households and body parts. Food for thought my friends!

4. Social distancing/distancing the social

Maintaining of social distance have become a pivotal and significant aspect of
living today. The age old proverb of 'united we stand, divided we fall' have changed
its inherent meaning in this crisis phase. Man is a social being, the proof of it is
glaring if we look at the various social networking sites. The paradox that has
cropped up is that instead of maintaining social distance man has now become
more interested and concerned in distancing the social being that is ironically
man himself. For all the soldiers who are fighting in the front line to provide public
service today and the people who are or might be Corona affected, sympathy,
compassion and empathy are largely lacking and man has thus, been successful
in distancing his fellow social beings from himself.

5. Happy World Environment Day

The crow perching on the branch of the tree is quite amazed. The dog on the road,
the butterfly in the garden, the ant in the rack of the sweet vendor, the sparrow on
the rooftop and millions other flora and fauna are all amazed today. They are still
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wondering where did the humans go! Has the world changed while they were
sleeping or busy gathering food or fighting for their existence or saving their race
from extinction. For the first time in their lives there are no humans to bother
them to discard them or to inflict brutality upon them...indeed the world has changed
and changed for better. Is today the world environment day that suddenly a world
which has become so brutal to them has turned into such an ecofriendly space? If
indeed it has then happy world environment day to all humans. Please keep this
space such friendly for us so that we can live and let live.

6. Time together

'What is this life if full of care?/We have no time to stand and stare'®? -had so long
been the jingle of our lives. Humans have taken the proverb 'time and tide wait for
none' so seriously that the above oft quoted lines have become a reality in their
lives. In our busy schedule we have in a way turn into faceless automatons hurriedly
rushing through lives. In the process we failed to recognizeand feel the inherent
beauty of life. Making time for one another has become so difficult that the shared
space of human bond have become constricted and reduced to a pin hole. Has
COVID turned our life from worse to worst? Each action has its corresponding
reaction and each cloud has its silver lining. So when we are home quarantined
for solong there is a certain sense of monotony and boredom no doubt, but it has
also given us the opportunity to spend time together, to revive and renew our
fragmented lives into wholeness. Probably for the first time we can sip our morning
tea at ease and look around and appreciate the beauty of Nature. The empty
dining table or the sofa is now filled with echoes of human voices enjoying a
movie together or delving deep into nostalgia with the daily soaps of the 90s. We
blame the virus for disrupting our lives, quite paradoxically it has provided us the
chance to 'LIVE' life again which we had forgotten once upon a time.

7. Cuisine

Cuisine is an important cultural marker but most of us, with little time at our
disposal, we either prefer to renew our taste buds in restaurants or preparing the
famous two minutes Maggie. With time at our disposal and as an effective stress
buster cooking suddenly has become a current favourite with most. The Dalgona
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coffee has become a rage and posting various recipes in the social media have
taken it by storm. Whether it is to get social visibility or to utilize our time to cater
to the gastronomical urges of our near and dear ones or to reduce stress and
boredom or for the very practical reason that our maid remains unavailable in this
situation, culinary skills have hogged the spotlight.

8. Autobiography of attireand accessory

We are extremely disappointed to see the selfishness of our owners. It has been
several months and they have not brought us out of the wardrobe or the cupboard
or the dressing table. How are they managing without us!! We hear some corona
or otherwise some virus have wrecked human lives but its hard to tell because
behind the closet there are network issues and audibility problems. It is
disheartening to own how our status has changed from being favourite and
indispensable to being discarded into a world of oblivion. Such cruelty, insensitivity
and step motherly treatment will not be accepted and taken along. We will retaliate
and write back to the humans in our own style. Stylish masks alone can never
wipe out our existence. We promise to pay back when our time comes!

9. Vaccines

'Through all the chaos that is our history, through all of the wrongs and the discord,
through all of the pain and suffering, through all of our times, there is one thing
that has nourished our souls, and elevated our species above its origins, and that
is our courage'® - It is indomitable will and immense courage of the humans in
face of adversity that have over the years helped mankind to resurface with
renewed hope that the battle is not lost forever. The entire globe today is busy
finding a solution to this pandemic. The world in rapt attention is eagerly waiting
for the moment - the auspicious moment as it can be called when the first vaccine
to protect mankind against Covid19 virus is within our reach. All the nations are
sincerely searching for a cure, an antidote. Never before had there been such a
wide global search not even for the holy grail. The rich and the poor, the powerful
and the powerless, the centre and the margin, the intellectual and the
commonplace and all other existing binaries are for the first time in history praying
alike for a common cause. It will be not wrong to say in this respect that Corona
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virus has in a way levelled the inequalities in society and brought about an
equilibrium which was so long an absentee character in the world's stage. The
invention of vaccines to curb this crisis has already been started and we can only
hope and pray for their success to free the world of the incessant fear that has
taken our lives in its grip. We are fighting today not only for our existence but also
to make the world a surviving space for our future generations.

10. Quarantine

The very word, quarantine, in the present context has been the most widely used
term. Originating from the Italian word 'Quarantina’ meaning '40 days', it was in
practise in the 14th and 15th century and referred to a period of isolation of the
crew and the passengers of a ship before they went ashore during the Black Death
plague epidemic.” In present times to curb the chain of Covid19 transmission
guarantine of at least two weeks, whether self imposed or otherwise, is in practise.
Ironically, long before the Corona virus wrecked havoc in our lives, mankind at
different crucial junctures of historical time and space had been in quarantine
without the term being popularas it has been today. In any tangible space if your
freedom to live, to express, to move and your social, political and cultural rights
are hindered the free flow of life is hindered, well whether you admit it or not you
were quarantined already. When your words and actions could create a stir and
overthrow the people in power, you were termed as 'infectious' and throughout
the courses of history the state machinery has strategically or forcefully put you
into quarantine. The Big Brother's surveillance has always loomed large. Only
thing that differed was that the term quarantine had not so long achieved its cult
status.

11. Education

Covid19's adverse effect on the Education sector has been phenomenal worldwide
and more so in a developing nation like India. Online education still needs to
cross a series of hurdles to cater to all. Appropriate infrastructure for such education
is still a far cry in the developing nations. Even in the age of digital India such
incidents like the suicide of the Kerala girl who could not access to online education
happen. This bears testimony to the fact that education is still compartmentalized
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and has not reached the masses. But what education are we talking about. Whether
online or offline the term education mostly addresses to what constitutes the
syllabus. It is time we come out of the set pattern, shift the paradigm of education
being constricted to syllabus only and think of itin a more macrocosmic way to lay
emphasis on value education, vocational education, mixed learning education and
so forth. Real education build a sound character and infuse human beings with
the feelings of compassion, empathy, selflessness and make them 'humane’'. These
are lacking greatly in the present scenario. So the paradox is we all are expressing
our despair for the education field being affected so deeply yet very few actually
pay attention to the real education system whose structure has been demolished
long ago.

12. Fluidity of time

When the mechanical ticktock of the clock no longer bothers you and you feel
eternity has opened its gates before you, then time past, present and future seems
to have coalesced together and fluidly merged the cyclical change of the morning,
afternoon, evening and night. The dates on the calendar appear to be one and the
same and Sunday has lost its so longed privileged position. It feels like we are in
eternal waiting for the Godot to come and pick us out of this abysmal cage of
time.

The present pandemic has led us into an introspective journey. Today we fight for
our survival, we fight for our own existence, we fight a strenuous battle so that
man does not join other species in the least of 'Extinction’. In such face of adversity
we are on the verge of losing our indomitable will, the spirit to fight against all
odds, the zeal never to submit under pressure. Fear, anxiety, despair, monotony
have engulfed us but all is not lost if you have yourself ... all can't be lost if there
is hope that better days awaits us...all will not be lost if the belief that grass will
once again sing in the wasteland is still alive. As long as our mindscape and
mental health are healed, maladies can never jeopardized our existence and life
will returned back to its wholeness in a new and improved way instead of the
world ending with a bang or a whimper. The experiences gathered from this
pandemic can change our life for better if they are valued and the lessons learnt.
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We can never be defeated unless we accept defeat psychologically. It is all in the
mind which can make a heaven out of hell and vice versa.To stay motivated and
hopeful is the key to survival and anybody or anything which can rejuvenate and
revitalize us must be internalized. The 'infodemic'® is a greater pandemic then
than Covid 19 has led us to. It is time we come out of it and this can be made
possible only self belief and the love generated from the familial space and Nature
around. Yes, we are all alone but do remember 'if we are all alone, we are together
in that too.'®
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ABSTRACT

Our present geological era is termed as the Anthropocene. Humans are here the most
dominant species. They are the moderator of nature and ecosystem. Technological
progress, by disrupting natural system has become a basic feature of the Anthropocene.
The man-made technological development is now the key factor of several catastrophes.
Humans have made their own Frankensteins by disrupting nature and ecosystem.
Climate change, global warming, devastating wildfire, serial super-cyclones and rapid
transmission of viral diseases are now the Frankensteins of human civilization. In
2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has become the deadliest Frankenstein of the

Anthropocene.

Key words : Anthropocene, Ecosystem, Virus, COVID-19

INTRODUCTION

Anthropocene is the modern geological era when human beings are the dominant
species of the Earth. Ecological, hydrological, biological and atmospheric cycles
of this planet are now controlled by human beings. Paul Jozef Crutzen (Nobel
Prize-winning Dutch atmospheric chemist) has popularized the idea of
Anthropocene. The Anthropocene epoch had started with the beginning of
capitalism and the advent of the industrial revolution. But, according to some
archaeologists and historians, the Anthropocene epoch had started from the age
of the Neolithic revolution. In the prehistoric age, proto-humans had used several
kinds of stone tools. Yuval Noah Harari has opined that prehistoric humans had
used stone tools to crack bones and collect marrow from the carcasses of the
several animals, hunted by deadly fierce carnivorous animals. Historically and
psychologically, the collection of marrow from the bones was the original niche of
human beings. In the food chain system, the position of the prehistoric humans
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was in the middle. Because at the beginning humans were small game hunters
and food gatherers. But 400000 years ago humans had become big game hunters.
And, 100000 years ago with the rise of Homo sapiens, modern humans had reached
the top of the food chain. This great leap of the humans from the middle to the top
of the food chain had a deep impact on the ecosystem. Other large predators like
lions and sharks had reached the top of the food chain gradually by maintaining
the balance of ecology. But, humans, in contrast, had ascended to the top so
quickly that the ecosystem had failed to adjust with them. Simultaneously, humans
were also failed to adjust themselves with the natural ecosystem. In the twenty-
first century, human beings are still failed to adjust and have become scared and
anxious over their positions. The coexistence of fear and anxiety has made them
the cruelest and dangerous creature in the world. In the history of humankind,
from deadly wars to ecological disasters all the calamities have generated from
the fear and anxiety of human beings.

Humans were gradually accustomed to the use of fire. The human knowledge of
the controlled use of fire was one of the greatest discoveries in history.
Archaeologist J.A.J Gowlett had sketched the outline of controlled use of fire by a
human being. At first, humans had managed the opportunistic use of fire from
wildfire, lightning sparks and burning meteors. Then humans had managed to
conserve the natural fires. Subsequently, they had started the use of cattle dung
or other slow-burning substances to maintain fires in rainy or winter seasons. And
finally, they had masterminded in the use of fire. The earliest evidence of fire
using associated with humans come from Oldowan hominid sites in the Lake
Turkana region, Kenya.! But humans were not satisfied with the use of fire only.
They had discovered more powerful energy from fossil fuels like coal, petroleum.
The transformation of the use of energy has introduced the development of
technology. As a result, human species has come to dominate the ecology of the
earth. This kind of human-centric dominance is the key feature of the Anthropocene
era.

The rapid increase of human numbers, the extension of agriculture and the
consumption of fossil fuels by humans have disrupted the balance of the
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ecosystem. It is expected that in the twenty-first-century human population on
the earth will reach 10 billion. Agriculture and cattle farming have already increased
the emission of methane gas. Almost 50% of the earth's surface is exploited by
humans in the epoch of the Anthropocene. The extension of human exploitation
on the earth's surface helps to disappear tropical rainforests. As a result, the
emission of carbon dioxide (CO,) has increased and several endangered wild
animals are facing the extinction. Dam building and diversion of river courses,
upwelling for artificial fisheries, waste of animal husbandry, use of chemical
fertilizers in agriculture - all have increased the rate of pollution and the disruption
of the environment. The emissions of toxic sulphur dioxide and nitric oxide have
increased. Fossil fuel burning and chemical fertilizer based agriculture are
responsible for the unlimited emission of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide,
methane. These sulphur dioxide, nitric oxide and greenhouse gases are responsible
for acid raining, photochemical smog and global warming.

According to the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), the earth is
gradually getting warmer and its consequences are climate change and global
warming. Several toxic and nontoxic substances are released into the environment.
Some nontoxic substances like the chlorofluorocarbons have devastating damaging
powers. The chlorofluorocarbons are the destroyer of Ozone molecules in the ozone
layer of the stratosphere. So, the ozone depletion by the chlorofluorocarbons has
created 'ozone hole' on the earth and as a result the surface temperature of the
earth is increasing. In the twenty-first century, the 'ozone hole' is a scary global
phenomenon.

Climate change, environmental crisis, ecological disorder - all are the very relevant
themes of contemporary history. Industrialized use of the animal stock, severe
burning of fossil fuels, emission of greenhouse gases, global warming, rapid
melting of the ice fields the North and South poles are all now the part of modern
history. The birth of the modern new world in the era of globalization and global
warming is questioning us about the modernity of the Anthropocene. Actually, the
modernity in the era of Anthropocene is a conglomerate of several imbroglios.
Economy, Politics, Science, Nature, Culture, Books, Religion, Globalization, Local

ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-G 99




Rethinking 2% Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

Events - all are mixed up in these imbroglios. Modernization has destroyed the
near-totality of cultures and natures, driven by the force and the bloodshed. But
still nature, culture, society are not separated and partitioned from each other.
They all are mixed up with each other. According to Bruno Latour, the nature of our
modernity in hybrid.

In the recent trends of the discourse, human history can not also be separated
from natural history. From the prehistoric age to the Anthropocene age, Humans
have started to do a lot of unnatural things: cultivate crops, make tools, build
cities, create societies and cultures, innovate ultramodern technology, make nuclear
bombs etc. So, those kinds of human behaviour have transformed themselves into
a supreme species in the world. But, these supreme behaviour is also responsible
for the disruption of ecology, destruction of nature. Its result is climate changing,
global warming in the late epoch of the Anthropocene. The power of human
behaviour and technology is now comparable with the forces of Earth's orbital
permutations, plate tectonics. That's why, eminent post-colonial thinker and
subaltern historian Dipesh Chakrabarty opines that in the Anthropocene era,
humans are become a 'geophysical force' of the earth. But still, now humans have
failed to establish their perennial dominance over nature. In the dawn of the twenty-
first century, Paul Jozef Crutzen has argued his speculations that human being will
remain a major environmental force for many millennia unless there is a global
catastrophe - a meteorite impact, a war or a pandemic.

The present embarrassing situation of human civilization due to the Coronavirus
(SARS-CoV-2) that causes COVID-19 proved the relevance of Paul Jozef Crutzen's
speculation. Apart from the COVID-19 pandemic, a series of disasters - from
Australia's deadliest bushfire, America's wildfire to West Bengal's (India) super
cyclone AMPHAN - make it clear that humans are not able to tame all the forces of
nature. So, the Anthropocene is not always controlled or tamed by human beings.
The Guardian magazine has published: "We, the humans, have created the
Anthropocene, and now the Anthropocene is biting us back."?
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In the late Anthropocene epoch, we have seen significant increases in several
neglected tropical diseases. The changes in ecosystem done by humans are
responsible for it. Those neglected tropical diseases transmitted to the human
body by vectors like mosquitos, bugs, snails. Sometimes those diseases also
transmitted by several dangerous zoonotic virus infections from the body of bats
and other mammals. In 1980s decades dengue fever emerged again and again in
America. In 1980s Chikungunya and Zika virus have spread across the Caribbean
islands and the entire Latin America. Increase in malaria fever and aggressive
spread out of the neglected tropical diseases like Chagas disease, Schistosomiasis,
Zika virus infection have disrupted the urban life of Venezuela. In the late
Anthropocene epoch, Greece has faced reemergence of malaria fever. West virus
infection and chikungunya in Italy and Spain, Dengue in Portugal, Schistomias in
Corsica island have become phenomena of epidemics. Several countries of the
Middle East and North Africa are now the hotspots of various neglected tropical
diseases and other infectious diseases caused by various lethal viruses. In 2014-
2015 West African countries including Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone have witnessed
thousands of demises due to the Ebola virus. East Africa has faced the emergence
of Kala-azar in recent years. The whole Africa continent is now the hot spots of
the AIDS epidemic. In recent past, Several southeast Asian countries have seen
the rise of Nipah virus, Hendra virus (from bats), Enterovirus 71 etc. These viral
infectious diseases are caused by human activities. Now, this virus dominated
phenomenon characterizes the Anthropocene. According to Nathan Wolfe
(American virologist), viruses evolve more rapidly than any organism on the planet.
But in reality, humans understand less about them than any other forms of life. In
a recent booklet titled "The Loss of Nature and Rise of Pandemics: Protecting
Human and Planetary Health" (March 2020) the WWF (World Wildlife Fund) has
published the contemporary biography of virus:-

'Viruses are incredibly simple organisms: essentially genetic material coated with

a protein capsule. Their origin is unclear. Since they possess genetic material,

reproduce and evolve through natural selection, they are considered by some

biologists as real life forms. However, viruses are not able to reproduce

autonomously: they always require a host cell, which can be an animal, plant,

fungi, bacteria or archaea. Because they possess some, but not all, of the
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characteristics of other living beings, viruses have been described as "organisms

on the edge of life". However, at an ecological level, viruses perform an essential

task, regulating the populations of host species and ensuring their balance within

ecosystems. Depending on the type of genetic material they contain, viruses can be

distinguished as DNA or RNA viruses, composed respectively of double- or single-

strand nucleic acids. SARS-CoV-2 is an RNA virus, one of at least 158 known to

infect humans; other particularly dangerous RNA viruses include HIV, SARS, Hendra,

Nipah and MERS. Mainly shared among mammals and sometimes birds, RNA viruses

rapidly mutate, meaning they can evolve, adapt to new hosts and develop resistance

to drugs. This is especially the case when a cell is infected with different viruses

which exchange genetic material, giving rise to a new virus. The mixing of species

typical of markets in Southeast Asia can favour such situations, increasing the

probability of the appearance of new viruses capable of infecting new species,

including humans. Like all organisms, viruses try to maximize their survival and

ability to reproduce. A virus in equilibrium with the species through which it has

evolved does not cause excessive fatalities amongst that species, as the death of

the host would most often mean the death of the virus itself. When there is a

substantial change in the virus and it becomes able to infect a new species, this

balance is lost. In the new host species, the initial rates of fatality are likely to be

much higher until equilibrium between the pathogen and the host species is

eventually reached.”
The whole world's focus is now on the COVID-19 pandemic. Climate change and
the reduction of biodiversity have deep connectivity with the outbreak of COVID-
19. Actually bats are the reservoir of several lethal viruses like Ebola virus, Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) Coronavirus 1, Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) Coronavirus, Nipah virus and Hendra virus. These viruses often
cause severe morbidity and mortality in various species of wild and domestic
animals. But bats remain clinically asymptomatic upon infections caused by those
viruses. In a recent essay published in the Danish Medical Journal, the authors
has explained the mystery of asymptomatic bats. The mystery is:-

'It has been suggested that the quiet co-existence of bats and viruses is an immune

adaptation to high and prolonged metabolic increase during flight that would

otherwise trigger a detrimental immune response due to, among other things, high
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levels of free radicals. Elevated basal heat-shock protein expression and the loss
of the interferon-inducible protein 20X/16(PYHIN) protein family which, among
mammals, coincidentally only observed in bats, are believed to be important

elements of bat adaption to body heat during flight."

In the late Anthropocene era, the destruction of the natural habitat of the wild
animals is the main driver of decreasing biodiversity. Climate change has also
played a crucial role to shift the habitat of the wild animals. Wild animals are
forced to survive in semi-natural habitats closer to humans and livestock. Caves,
trees are the natural habitat of the bats. But, humans are continuously destroying
their natural habitat. So, they are forced to settle in a new semi-natural habitat
that may be close to a human habitat (either urban or rural). In this new semi-
natural habitat, the interaction by various species of bats helps to increase the
risk of trans-species transmission of viral diseases. Especially in the wildlife trade
markets of Thailand, China, Venezuela and many African countries where bats,
pangolins and other exotic wild animals (who are the carriers and transmitters of
Coronavirus) are sold especially for bush-meat, the risk of viral disease
transmission is too high. In 2020, a wet wildlife market in Wuhan city, China,
named Huanan market is believed to be the source of the Covid-19 pandemic
caused by the Novel Coronavirus.

In this context, Chennai based Nigerian intellectual Bayo Akomolafe writes:

'Likewise, somewhere within the Wuhan matrix of stalls, bargaining, trading, and
bloodletting, from within the mangle of human and animal bodies tied intimacy, a
process called "Zoonotic spillover" made it possible for the novel coronavirus to
jump from bat or pangolin (ideally from a reservoir host to an amplifier host) and
then to humans. With zoonotic transfers, a bat's immune system would have to be
stressed enough and compromised by biological and environmental factors for the
virus it already carries to be 'expressed' and excreted, leading to infections.

The rest is now recent history. From the presumed epicentre in Wuhan, the virus
jumped across bodies, slinked its sensuously shaped protein exterior across
handshakes, slipped into nostrils and cracks on skin surfaces, got spat out and

sneezed out on doorknobs and presumptuously clean surfaces, flew in first class
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from terminals in Europe and Asia and the Americas, floated in the air awaiting
human vehicular rides to brand new locations, melted through our affection and
hugs as we latched ourselves to those we left behind, and settled in our lungs. And

all of this without a visa. Or a brain."”

On 11th March 2020, the WHO (World Health Organization) had declared the
rapid and global outbreak of the COVID-19 as a pandemic. On 18th April 2020, the
WHO announced that COVID-19 had spread more than 200 countries including
China, Iran, South Korea, India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore, UAE, Japan,
Thailand, Philippines, Cambodia, Switzerland, Taiwan, USA, UK, Italy, Switzerland,
Finland, Netherlands and Germany. Still now, the USA is top in the world concerning
the number of the COVID-19 infected patients. The first case of COVID-19 outbreak
in India was reported on 30th January 2020 in Kerala's Thrissur district when a
student had returned home from Wuhan University in China. The Health Ministry
of India has confirmed 14,378 cases of Coronavirus infection and 480 deaths in
the country so far on 18th April 2020. India has faced approximately 6,73,165
cases of COVID-19 and 19,268 deaths until the first week of July, 2020 and the
whole world has faced approximately 1,11,87,193 COVID-19 cases and 5,28,364
deaths.®

Humans are today prosperous and dominant species in the earth. We, the humans
live now in large cities, use smart-phones and high-speed Internet. But,
simultaneously we completely dominate the life of wild animals. Today, all the
major vertebrates on this planet are made up of human-controlled animal farming
and all the original wild animals are endangered. So, today the wild animals have
to survive at the mercy of humans. In the Anthropocene epoch, Cities and several
types of human habitats are increasing and habitats of wild animals are decreasing.
As aresult, many wild animals have faced extinction. Some wild animals are trying
to accustom with human-dominated urban life or starting to live near human
populations. So, gradually the interface between humans and wild animals is
becoming larger and larger. In the late Anthropocene, 60% of the emerging human
diseases have come from animals.
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For all these conditions, humans are the sole responsible. From the stone age,
proto-humans had tried to establish themselves as a dominant biological species.
The evolution of human behaviours and activities through several ages has made
this attempt successful. Now in the late Anthropocene age, the modern humans
(Homo sapiens) are the most dominant biological species of this planet. Historian
Dipesh Chakrabarty argues that today, fierce wild animals are no longer
humankind's predators. But the microbes in their bodies are becoming the predators
of humankind. And those microbes like bacteria, viruses are far more difficult
predators to manage, compared to lions and tigers.” At present, we have only one
solution and that is the restoration of the ecosystem. We have to understand the
value of maintaining biodiversity. Because the earth is not only for us (humans).
Wild animals and other life-forms have also their rights to survive properly. Humans
have to give them more space on this planet so that they can maintain a safe
distance from human habitats. Humans and wild animals will be safe if both of
them can maintain a safe distance from each other. Now, it is our duty to save the
nature. Conserving and restoring our ecosystem should be a fundamental part of
maintaining human and planetary health. That's why the UN (United Nations) has
dedicated the 2020s (2021-2030) as the Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.®
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ABSTRACT
Institutional childbirth is an important tool to decrease complications and death
resulted thereof. Several schemes and interventions are, therefore, being taken up in
India for the purpose. But the process in our country including West Bengal has been
shrinking a lot as a result of COVID-19 attack. The phenomenon is occurring both in
Government and Non-Government Hospitals and health centres. Such COVID-19 attack
may lead to amplification of unauthorized institutional and traditional deliveries in
West Bengal which may in turn swell both complicacies and death-rates during and

in relation to deliveries.

Key words : COVID-19, Institutional Delivery, Complication.

INTRODUCTION:

Institutional childbirth has a pivotal role in decreasing birth-complicacy, child & mother-
mortality rate etc and overall sustainable development in gender-community. Though
world-wide maternal mortality has declined by almost 50% since 1990, but maternal
mortality ratio (maternal deaths per 1,00,000 live births) in developing countries is
still 14 times higher than the developed regions (https://www.undp.org/content/
undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-3-good-health-and-well-
being/ targets. html) and Sustainable Development Goal 3 is aimed to decrease global
mortality rate to less than 70 by 2030 (UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 2017).
Though a great percentage of pregnant women in developing countries breathed
their last due to complication resulted during childbirth (Tadele, N., & Lamaro, T.
(2017). India and vis-a-vis West Bengal (WB), at the same time, are not exceptions
also. In WB institutional delivery is (75.2%) far less than the national percentage
(78.9%) ranking 19th position among all the states and union territories in India (NSHS-4).

Whatever the case may be, the COVID-19 situation has worsened the matter of
institutional delivery badly during the recent couples of months. But institutional
delivery is very much essential since maternal death occurs mostly at labour, delivery
and within one week after birth (Habte, F., & Demissie, M. (2015).
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OBJECTIVE:
The present paper aims to highlight the reduction of authorized institutional delivery
which is an eventual effect of COVID 19 environment.

METHODOLOGY:
Only secondary data are used for the study collected from the Department of Health,
Government of West Bengal.

DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY:

COVID 19 has affected the ongoing health-system globally. But here the study area is
limited to authorized maternal delivery in West Bengal, India. Further both Kolkata
and other than Kolkata areas have been considered in the study, though all the health-
institutions have not been covered. As random only five institutions in Kolkata area
have been selected and they are: Calcutta National Medical College and Hospital,
Chittaranjan Sevasadan, Calcutta Medical College and Hospital, Nilratan Sirkar Medical
College and Hospital and SSK Medical College and Hospital. Where as Bankura
Sammilani Medical College and Hospital, Murshidabad Matrima, Diamond Harbour
Medical College and Hospital, Krishnanagar District Hospital, Burdwan Medical College
and Hospital and Midnapore Medical College and Hospital in the districts have been
brought under the study as random choice. Again data have been considered for April
and May in 2019 and 2020 in case of hospitals situated in Kolkata where as April-May,
March-April, January-June (average) and April-May in 2019 and 2020 have been
considered against the hospitals in the districts.

Determinants of Institutional Delivery:

There are so many determinants of institutional delivery which are broadly covered
in socio-demographic parameters, economic solvency, cultural aspects, availability of
infrastructural and transport facilities, psychological alignment and traditional
practices, religious factors, educational status, ease of access to the facilities etc.

DISCUSSION:

In Kolkata zone all the five hospitals contributed both normal delivery and delivery by
caesarean process. In figure-1 normal delivery has been depicted in case of hospitals
both in Kolkata and districts. It is evident from the figure that in all the hospitals
normal delivery has decreased in 2020, that is during COVID-19 period in 2020 as
compared to that in the period of non-COVID (2019) except in Midnapore College and
Hospital which is an exception and unexplained. Percentage decrease respectively
are:67,63,87,75, 35,15,11, 1.5, 41, 66 and -5.88. That is maximum percent decrease is
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in Kolkata Medical College and Hospital, minimum is in Diamond Harbour Medical
College and Hospital and in Midnapore Medical College and Hospital the delivery has
increased in 2020 as compared to that in 2019. Where as in absolute figure maximum
decrease has occurred in Burdwan Medical College and Hospital. In general, the attack
of COVID-19 in 2020 may be attributed to such decrease in institutional delivery.

Figure 1: Normal delivery in the selected hospitals in 2019 and 2020
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The figure 2 shows that caesarean delivery has decreased in all the five selected
hospitals in Kolkata and the percentages respectively are 70, 63, 89, 85 and 43. That is
in percentage maximum decrease has occurred in Kolkata Medical College and
minimum in SSKM. And in absolute figure maximum and minimum delivery has
occurred in Kolkata Medical College and SSKM respectively.

Figure 2: Caesarean delivery in the selected hospitals in 2019 and 2020
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Here one very interesting phenomenon is that in case of Kolkata percentage decrease
is much more than that in the district. That is in Kolkata the would be mother
approached less towards institutional delivery as compared to district, inspite of having
better infrastructural facilities.

In general the average delivery rate in each hospital does not vary too much, which
has occurred in Midnapore Hospital. But all the other hospitals are showing exceptional
trends which may be attributed to COVID-19 situation. To combat covid-19 attack
lockdown was imposed all over the country and transport system was very poorly
organized to carry the pregnant and upcoming mother to hospitals. Not only that the
rate of transport for the purpose was also a factor. That may be the reason of such low
number delivery in those hospitals. Another reason might be the corona fobia. When
any one goes to the hospital, he may have a chance to be attacked by covid-19. That is
why the upcoming mother would have been reluctant to go to hospitals for delivery.
Another reason may be a huge hit in Integrated Child Development Services, nutrition
and immunisation services and community health-workers had to stop visiting homes
to immunise children to a great extent because they had to engage themselves to
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corona-virus related works.

Conclusion: This less number of delivery in recognized institutions means increase of
non-institutional delivery or unauthorized institutional delivery, since total number
of delivery may not decrease abruptly. In the unauthorized institutions cesarean and
delivery-system is not proper and hygienic. Hence, this may lead to increase the rate
of fatality in case of mother or baby or both. Again, health problem of both mother
and baby may increase as a result of less authorized institutional delivery. And all of

them may worsen the future of the nation at a massive pace.
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INTRODUCTION

The setting of the book published in 2018, is two decades earlier. It treats its
time through the eyes of a young woman. The said young woman is a pretty, thin,
blonde Columbia graduate with a very comfortable inheritance, living in a well-
furnished apartment in the premium Upper East Side area. This unnamed
protagonist can be regarded with acute envy by many for she has the required
ingredients for a so-called perfect life, which is chased by plenty of peoplein our
society and especially by her best friend, Reva. Though people can label her as a
desirable young woman, ironically, she is bereft of all happiness or satisfaction.

DISCUSSION

The narrator fails to be in any available work or relationship and is unable to find
solace in her expensive designer wardrobe. Ottessa Moshfegh does not clearly
state the reason for her disorientation and maladjustment. The writer makes both
of her parents suffer unnatural deaths, while she was in college, and she is left
unable to resolve the terribledysfunctional relationship she shared with her parents.
She was not close to anyone. She is scathing of her only friend Reva, her college
roommate. The protagonist finds Reva shallow and superficial and does not
reciprocate her feelings of friendship and just barely, manages to tolerate her
passively. She gets employed in a posh and coveted art gallery named Ducat in
Chelsea.

Nevertheless, she loathes it entirely and realises it is useless and pretentious in
nature. Amid the chronicle is the protagonist's acquaintance with Trevor, a banker.
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He is her romantic interest. However, the readers notice that he nonchalantly
exploits her physically, whenever he appears, without the least bother or investment
in her. He acts in a predatory manner whenever the protagonist seeks his support
in her vulnerability.

Surrounded by such dismal lack of motivation, inspiration and with nothing
worthwhile in her empty life, she discovers a seeming escape in sleeping.
Nevertheless, sleep does not nourish her and bring for her vital energy. Still, she
gets addicted to it and clutches at it. She uses it to disengage from the reality of
the world around her. She focuses her efforts in locating an extremely questionable
psychoanalyst, Dr Tuttle. Then both of them happily and seamlessly supply each
other's need and requirement, which are money and prescription sleeping
medications. These were not easily accessible to Dr Tuttle and the narrator
otherwise. The protagonist muses, "...the ease with which I'd found her, and the
immediate relief that her prescriptions provided, made me feel that I'd discovered
a pharmaceutical shaman, a magus, a sorcerer, a sage."(Chapter One)

The young woman, immensely happy with her purchases, starts to sleep in a closet
at work, for prolonged periods. She is more involved and motivated about her
sleep than she is with her work. Thus her work suffers, taking setbacks. The
fashionable art gallery fires her. The narrator is not at all unhappy about it and
makes a grand plan of sleeping more. She would sleep all the time if possible.
However, her blissful planned routine is interrupted by visits from her concerned
friend Reva and her subconscious, which manifests in her sleepwalking. The
sleepwalking throws up interesting insights, which though intrigues her, she finds
extremely irritating and disruptive of her routine of perfect sleep. She buys lavish
clothes, splurges on costly beautification services,parties and interacts with
doubtful men while asleep. She dislikes these discoveries and wants to put a
complete stop to it.

The pretty protagonist can sense the hollowness of her life. She is aware also of
her lack of emotional connection with anyone or anything. It reminds one of the
failures of communication and connection in Edward Albee's, "The Zoo Story." In
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the play, one of the characters, Jerry failed to connect with anyone despite repeated
attempts. He too had lost his troubled parents at a young age and lived a life of
alienation and isolation. He even tried to establish a connection with animals and
objects, but he was always in vain. Nevertheless, unlike Jerry, Moshfegh's narrator's
response is different. She chooses sleep over consciousness.

As Dwight Garner states in, 'A Sleeping Beauty Hopes Hibernation Is the Answer
to All Life's Problems' in 'The New York Times', the protagonist did not have suicidal
desires. She wanted to believe that she would be renewed and rejuvenated at the
end of her prolonged sleep and would be adequately equipped to accept life.She
contemplates, "l was growing less and less attached to life. If | kept going, | thought,
I'd disappear completely, then reappear in some new form. This was my hope.
This was the dream." (Chapter Two)

She realises that she is unable to achieve this on her own. So she enlists the help
of an artist, Ping Xi whom she used to work with and had no respect. Like with her
psychoanalyst, this too is a purely materialistic connection. This connection is
devoid of any emotion or sympathy. Xi understands her situation and agrees to
her proposal to further his end in the predatory pursuit in the creation of art. He
does not offer mental support or sound advice. However, Xi keeps his word and
provides the narrator with food and other necessities in return for voyeuristically
filming her entire sleep period. He plans to use this as his innovative project in
the art exhibit market. Both the characters agree, and our protagonist embarks in
her quest of uninterrupted sleep.

The novel can remind one of the famous fairy tale, 'The Sleeping Beauty.' In the
famous tale, the young and beautiful princess magically slept, safely fortified in
her castle for a hundred years until true love woke her, completing and fulfilling
her life. Mosfegh's rich, young and beautiful narrator too, sleeps in her expensive
Upper East Side apartment, safely locked up. The sleep of the fairy tale was
aneffectof the curse of a slighted female. Here it is a conscious choice, and the
unnamed protagonist goes at great lengths to procure the sleep drugs. She is
aware that she did not earn her gorgeous beauty and her trust fund, and she
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cannot achieve meaning and value based on it. She grasps 'her hibernation project'
desperately, seeking some clarity at its end.

It seems she has managed to find something. She is grateful for Reva's
acquaintance and tries to connect with her. However, ironically it is now Reva who
is aloof and distant. The narrator had given away her much envied and well-curated
complete wardrobe to Reva and therich furnishings of her apartment as well. She
does not regret giving up her great possessions and tries to live on the bare
minimum. However, Revagets promoted to work in the World Trade Centre and
has no use for her at this fateful turn of events. The protagonist too, has discovered
something new. She seems to have arrived at some meanings and ways to connect.
Her toxic need for Trevor is now not essential, and the debilitating relationship is
now redundant. She had hitherto turned to him, deep in her troubles. The reader
canunderstand that as the nameless narrator watches Reva leap from The World
Trade Centre, on a television screen on that fateful day, it will be imprinted in her
being, forever. She would not be able to brush it off as none of her business as her
previous nonchalant self.

So her planned project of chemically induced long deep sleepseemed to have
achieved particular success. She picks up the pieces of her self and tries to move
forward. The beautiful fairy tale princess had famously woken up to a life catered
to and waiting for her. It is a life of picture-perfect and flawless happiness, filled
with true love. The protagonist of this novel wakes up to the same murky world,
which rattles off news of famines, floods and povertyon television screens to an
unthinking and passive audience, "floods in India, an earthquake in Guatemala,
another blizzard approaching the northeastern United States, fires burning down
million-dollar homes in Southern California, "but sunny skies in our nation's capital
today..." (Chapter Five)

CONCLUSION

This world had pushed her into taking this drastic step of forced hibernation and
her only friend, who had wanted to live life to the full and gather its fruits, is
brutally denied that. The protagonist can be hard to like for many, and her actions
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can be hard to justify as well. However, the author throws up questions of who is
in the right or wrong and whether someone can be so quickly condemned. The
reader looks at the society and reviews the position allotted to various things by
everyone within it.

Itis also interesting to note that the present condition of the whole world, because
of the COVID pandemic situation, is also one of being completely locked up. Most
of the people are locked up in their homes and not allowed to venture outside
freely as before. Nevertheless, again this is an enforced conditioned burdened on
everyone by the world, whereas the beautiful narrator chooses incarceration on
facing the world.
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ABSTRACT

Today the world is engulfed by covid-19 which has completely altered our daily lifestyle.
It has impacted every aspect and sphere of human activity and it is in this connection
impact on International Relations is also noteworthy. The tiny microscopic coronavirus
has far-reaching effects and consequences. International relations in this connection
has witnessed destabilizing markets and power shift in world affairs. It has created
an atmosphere of uncertainty especially with issues like stringent territorial
restrictions, apprehensions about strengthening state sovereignty, doubts regarding
the present state of globalization, presumable food crisis and many more in the
broader maze of International affairs.

Keywords : Covid-19, International Relations, World, State, Pandemic, Power

INTRODUCTION :

The origin of the "novel" coronavirus which has infected millions of people
across the world, is taken to be in Wuhan of China in the late 2019s. There are a
number of claims and counter claims regarding this particular fact - for some it
has spread from the Chinese wholesale food market ,for some the host have been
ranging from bats to human beings while for some it is man made biological weapon
which is being spread intentionally by China. On a whole, there is a large shroud
of mystery over this issue and is still being debated. But at this present moment,
something which is beyond debate and doubt is that it has taken the shape of a
pandemic and is affecting millions of people's life. This common invisible
microscope enemy has altered every aspect of human activities and in turn we
are standing in a situation of changed reality.

Within the wide array of human activities another sphere which has undergone or
may be undergoing huge changes will be the realm of International Politics in
particular and international relations in general. The question is whether the
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patterns of relationship in international affairs has truly changed or these are
certain transitory changes which we are witnessing due to the pandemic. One
thing which is very important in this particular period of the covid-19 situation is
that we are witnessing a changed social behaviour especially in the context of
economic crisis across the world as millions of people are getting infected and
affected( approximately more than 15 million people), economic activities facing
a transitory standstill accompanied by territorial restrictions in order to prevent
further infection across borders, so as not to aggravate the situation. But the
issue that we need to delve is that : "Are our fundamental perceptions and relations
in the realm of international affairs really experiencing changes?"

Nature of International Relations and the Contemporary Dominating Themes
in International Relations (IR) :

Men, by nature are social animals and in words of famous Political Philosopher
"Aristotle" , Man, is by nature Political animal." At the same time human beings
are highly dynamic and so is International Politics. It had never accepted any
particular order as permanent. It is because of the present situation there has
been certain changes at the level of International Politics. To understand the impact
of international relations in the pandemic era, we need to look back at the themes
which dominated International relations in the last three decades. Within the
plethora of themes and issues in international relations, three important broader
themes emerge out as important and pertinent in this perspective. The first theme
that dominated International Relations has been the question of "polarity and
power transition" in International Relation. Soonafter the end of Cold War it was
initially assumed that the new International order was unipolar with United States
as the remaining superpower but with the beginning of the 21st century a number
of other states in International Relation posed a challenge to the superiority of
United State, specially the United Europe ,China, Japan and even Russia. It was
therefore argued that the present world politics is characterized by a pertinent
unipolarity loaded with multipolar characteristics or tendencies. International order
at the same time also witnessed a rise in a host of other non military issues like
cross border terrorism, proliferation of nuclear weapons ,rise in rogue or failed
States, Human Rights violation issues and others. Amidst these, we also witnessed
a rising China with pertinent economic stability posing a serious threat to the
position of United States in the world politics and to counter-balance it, a number
of initiatives in the forms of alliances and dialogues took place. An initiative worth
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mentioning in this regard has been the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue( among
United States, India, Japan and Australia).

In this connection the Second theme which influenced International politics was
the emergence of the "Complex interdependence and the importance of non
traditional security issues" in international affairs. It was increasingly felt that
International politics was devoid of any hierarchy of issues and non traditional
security issues where as important as the other aspects in world politics. In the
words of Keohane and Nye, we now belong to a "world in which actors other than
the states participate directly involved politics, in which a clear hierarchy of issues
does not exist...one would expect world politics to be very different than under
the realist conditions." Thus, issues like climate change, migration, Refugee crisis,
concept of Sustainable Development, Human security issues and a plethora of
others drew more attention than anything else. Not only this ,the rise in lingering
intrastate conflicts, ethnic conflicts, civil wars had a clear reflection in world politics
which increased our faith in Non-governmental organizations, transnational
organizations, international organizations and Elites. In short, the essence of this
dominant theme was our focus in International affairs shifted from national security
issues to non traditional Security issues. Further, there were apprehensions that
all these has led to the deterritorialization of the world.

In the realm of international politics, the third theme that had overarching influence
and is said to have directly emanated from the effects of globalization is the
concept of borderless world characterized by free interplay of capital, goods, labour,
technology and communication facilitating higher levels of interconnectedness.
This has further given impetus on the part of the nation-states to enhance their
infrastructure capabilities, which reached its zenith with "Economic Corridors" -
be it the BRI( Belt and Road Initiative) - CPEC (China—Pakistan Economic Corridor)
, BBIN ( Bangladesh- Bhutan- India- Nepal) Initiative and many others.

The Changes in the Pandemic Era

Itis in this backdrop the changes that occurred in the Covid period with regards to
International Relations were striking. At the face of the initial challenges posed
by the Covid pandemic, diplomatic tensions with regard to the origin and spread
and containing of the disease were evident. It was alleged that China's Wuhan
was the epicenter of covid-19 and like many International leaders , Brazilian
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Congressman Eduardo Bolsonaro, tweeted a message saying, The blame for the
global coronavirus pandemic has a name and surname: "the Chinese Communist
party." But, within the atmosphere of claims and counter claims characterized by
rising enormity of the pandemic situation, the States opted for collaborative and
collective measures to combat the disease and most importantly they opted for
Self- help and insularity. The States also imposed strict territorial and border
restrictions in terms of movement and connectivity. At the same time, there was
also a pledge for International cooperation to combat the economic crisis, food
shortages and on a larger plane the virulent virus which has given rise to the
pandemic. Approved measures to streamline operations for quicker and more
flexible delivery of assistance were reflected from various International
Organizations and transnational actors, for instance the Asian Development Bank
contributed $20 billion in the time of need. Even G20, pledged 5 trillion USD to the
global economy as an attempt to forge a ‘united front’ against the pandemic. But
what became evident is the fact that such efforts were sporadic and apart from
procurement of medicines and protective gears, a common platform of international
cooperation among States were clearly and evidently lacking.

Another thing which became clear in the pandemic situation, that the States more
than any other actors in World affairs dominated the center stage of International
Relations. With this the notion of Globalization and deterritorialization of the world
received a major setback in this period. This period also witnessed clear revival of
the Realist school of thought which talked about "high politics". To quote
Mearsheimer, "States operating in a self-help world always act according to their
own self-interests and do not subordinate their interests...to the interests of the
so-called international community" - saw its true manifestation in the pandemic
period. In short, all States in the International System wanted to focus only on
their own survival and became more inward looking. A Global strategy to combat
the pandemic, leaving aside the research ventures for a Vaccine, clearly lacked as
each State thought about their own survival. It is evident that even if the intensity
of the pandemic subsides the impact of coronavirus will linger in our lifestyle and
this would certainly mean that travel in the near future is going to be highly
restricted and States would pursue a policy of stringent territorial restrictions.
This would mean borders will no longer act as bridges but act as greater barriers
in terms of interconnectedness. It will make the economy much narrower and
nationalistic. The table below reflects the drastic impacts of the pandemic on
world trade and the possible future projections by analysts in world affairs.
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Table 1: Merchandise trade volume and real GDP, 2018-2021 Annual % change

Historicl Optimisﬁic Pessimisltic
scenario scenario
2018 2019 2020 2021 2020 2021
Volume of world merchandise trade 2 29 -0.1 -12.9 Z13 -31.9 24.0
Exports
North America 38 1.0 -17.1 23.7 -40.9 15.3
South and Central America 0.1 -2.2 -12.9 18.6 -31.3 14.3
Europe 2.0 0.1 -12.2 205 -32.8 22.7
Asia 3.7 0.9 <13.5 249 -36.2 36.1
Other regions * 07 2.9 8.0 8.6 -8.0 9.3
Imports

North America 5.2 -0.4 -14.5 27.3 -33.8 29.5
South and Central America 53 221 =222 23.2 -43.8 19.5
Europe 15 0.5 -10.3 19.9 -28.9 24.5
Asia 49 -0.6 -11.8 231 -31.5 25.1
Other regions 3 0.3 15 -10.0 136 -22.6 18.0
Real GDP at market exchange rates 29 23 -2.5 74 -8.8 5.9
North America 28 2.2 -3.3 7.2 -9.0 5.1
South and Central America 0.6 0.1 -4.3 6.5 -11.0 4.8
Europe 21 1.3 -3.5 6.6 -10.8 5.4
Asia 4.2 3.9 -0.7 8 -7.1 7.4
Other regions > 2.1 1.7 -1.5 6.0 -6.7 5.2

1. Figures for 2020 and 2021 are projections.

Average of exports and imports.

3. Otherregions comprise Africa, Middle East and Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) including associate and former member States.

N

Source: WTO Secretariat for trade and consensus estimates for historical GDP.
Projections for GDP based on scenarios simulated with WTO Global Trade Model.
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Not all analysts, however, are pessimistic with regard to such prospects. The crux
of their arguments is that the globalization process is so deeply entrenched that a
mere virus cannot undo the years of interconnectedness that the world has gotten
used to and it cannot be easily quarantined. At the same time, analysts feel that
a trend of moving away from a US-centric globalization to China-centric one is
likely to happen. Trump led USA’s unpreparedness to lead a global response has
dealt a body blow to its carefully crafted image of a global order not just militarily
but also as a provider of global public goods. The possibility of China stepping in
and filling the vacuum of global leadership has raised the talks of an imminent
reshaping of global order, as it has lend a helping hand to Italy, Iran, Philippines,
Spain, Cambodia, and a host of African countries. But, this is also subjected to
two broader limitations. Firstly, China has been accused of concealing information
about the virus at the very initial stage, which allowed it to snowball into a
worldwide catastrophe, thus giving way to apprehensions that China intentionally
devised it to turn a health crisis and thereafter into a geopolitical opportunity and
China’s counter-pandemic activities are just a cover-up .This crisis has also revealed
how China is using its increasing clout to maneuver international organizations
like WHO as questions have been raised about WHQ'’s independent functioning.
Secondly, China's debt trap diplomacy and it's rising aggressiveness in the world
affairs, which got reflected in the Indo-Chinese Relations with the recent Ladakh
issue and furthermore, the States' own xenophobic tendencies in the pandemic
period taint all apprehensions about China with uncertainty. Moreover, the fact
that the emergence of China as a dominant player in International politics is also
accompanied by the rise of regional powers, India, Japan, Australia, France,
Germany, and South Korea is noteworthy. Their response to the COVID-19 pandemic
and their subsequent regional outreach is worth mentioning. For instance, New
Delhi has set up a USD 10 million SAARC COVID-19 emergency fund and has
dispatched tonnes of vital medical supplies across the world. Tokyo has also
pledged USD 18.6 million in aid to Vietnam to help fight COVID-19 pandemic and
has reportedly offered anti-flu drug Avigan for free to almost 20 countries ranging
from Southeast Asia, Middle East, and Central Asia. Other East Asian countries
such as South Korea and Taiwan are being hailed as model case studies in
combating the COVID-19 pandemic while Australia and New Zealand have pulled
a commendable performance in containing the COVID-19 pandemic and are also
jointly funding the World Health Organizations regional coronavirus pandemic plan.
In the final analysis, certainly time is required for the world to reinstate its faith in
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the interconnectivity and free flow of people, goods, and services across borders.
And given the unfolding of the social crumbling and economic setback coupled
with the citizens’ reliance on their respective governments, it is unlikely that the
world would immediately go back to being more open and free once the crisis is
over. As stated before, International Relations is never static; though the Covid
experience has registered changes but a completely new world order in the future
is something unlikely. Last but not the least, if Covid-19 is used by world leaders
as a justification for their increasingly xenophobic policies and strict migration
restrictions thus acting as political fodder for the nationalists, it is time to rethink
and introspect. Undisputed commitment to sovereign territoriality has hardly
favored mankind and it is certainly not an antidote to the pandemic; global solidarity
is.
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ABSTRACT

The study has tried to theoretically present the overall scenario of the public libraries
in West Bengal in the wake of Covid-19 and suggested some alternative approaches to
residue the problems. The research has accumulated vivid range of literatures and
official statistics and related works to realize the present situation. Theoretical
reviewing has confirmed that the public libraries in West Bengal are suffering already
due to existing problems but there are numerous possibilities to serve the community
in the pandemic situation. The author has crafted several measures regarding re-
opening of library, library staffs, materials and documents of the library. Later, couple of
innovative approaches are instrumented by the author to serve the community in this
context. These approaches can help the library to reconnect itself with the larger
community and also give a chance for reincarnation as an integral part of the society.
Proper implementation of the suggested possibilities may fulfil the expectations and

information needs of the users.

Key words : Public Library, Covid-19, safety, new normal, service, West Bengal

INTRODUCTION

Since last year December, diseases were reported due to a new variety of
coronavirus (later named as SARS-COV-2) in Wuhan city in Hubei province in China
which within a short period of time spread over the whole world (Guan et. Al,
2020). World Health Organization (WHO) named the disease as coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19), followed by announced it as a global pandemic. As of 17th June,
2020, globally 8.4 million people have affected and the death toll spiked up to 4.5
lakhs (Worldometers, 2020). India is also badly hit by this pandemic causing death
of more than 12 thousand people; number of affected cases raises up to 3.6 lakhs
here in India. Regulatory released by WHO advised to maintain some sharp
guidelines as the precautionary measures in order to combat this virus; use of
mask, gloves and face shields, washing hands frequently with soap, use of hand
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sanitizer are couple of them but most important guideline referred by WHO s
maintaining the social physical distance for curbing the chances from being
affected by Covid-19. As a result, like other world leaders Government of India
(GOI) announced the biggest nationwide lockdown in the history of mankind from
25th of March onwards which drastically reshaped the daily life and transcend
the race towards new normal.

Every stakeholder of the society is trying to coup up with this new situation and
rethinking closely while performing their normal life activities and services. Lots
of regulations, precautionary measures and changes have already been enforced
by GOl in this case. As an integral organ of the society, public library system in
India should also starts rethinking about how they can perform their services and
comes out as an inevitable part that can cater a larger community with varieties
of services. But in reality, earlier researches have allegorically represented public
library system as "Dodo" birds and calls for its extinction in near future Sharr
(1974), Vallandingham (2003). Indian scenario has also accorded with this concept;
being a habitat of 1.21 billion people the primary literacy of India is still struggling
and the public library system severely failed to gear it up. In India there are almost
31563 public libraries, but most of them are not in the condition of functioning
and the system is suffering with the mound of problems (Ghosh, 2005). One of the
major issues in India is the implementation of the national policies to develop the
Information Communication Technology (ICT). Apart from that other issues like
the political aspects, cultural diversity, language barriers, poor quality of services
and budget have also tangled the Indian public library system. In West Bengal
almost 2,500 public libraries are remained vacant. Here, this article is focused on
the context of West Bengal in particular and raised following research questions.
In the later part, the study tries to give a theoretical understanding followed by
some doable solutions that can be fruitful to tackle this unforeseen situation while
answering these questions.

Q1) How the public libraries can start their operations in this situation?

Q2) What are the precautionary measures should be taken by the public libraries?
Q3) What are the services that the public libraries can provide in this situation?
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What is the reality telling...

There are numerous studies which have identified the problems in the path of
improvement of the public library system in West Bengal and most of the studies
have established improper education, staff problems, inadequate funding, overall
developments and lack of policies as the fundamental issues. Meanwhile, GOI
has enacted several policies and established Raja Ram Mohan Library Foundation
(RRRLF) to overcome the situation but all the ideas remained unsuccessful. In
reality a good number public libraries in West Bengal have no library building;
residual infrastructures are also below the level of the service and the collection
strength is also very minor compare to the community needs. Apart from it scarcity
of efficient staff is also a major lacuna of the West Bengal public library system.
But this study has tried to zoom in the reality to find the causes behind the failures.

India is the second largest country in the world in number of population. As per
the Census of India (2011) 68.8% of the Indians are belonging from rural areas.
The basic education is still out of reach of the 287 million Indians which is proven
to be the highest in respect to global scenario. A more concerning issue in respect
to the education that the number of illiterate has increased to 13 million in a
decade. The manifestation of UNESCO regarding the public libraries has forwarded
that the public library should play a key role in basic education and the lifelong
learning for the remote community. In 2005, Ghosh has ascertained some unique
approaches to develop the condition of the public library and also provided the
service to the larger community. But the economy has created the barrier in
between the idea and the implementation. Apart from that 12% of the Indian
villages have no electrification and in those places ICT development is in dreams.
According to the report of Rangarajan committee (July, 2014), in India the BPL
limit for a person is Rs. 32/- per day. In this situation it is quite obvious for a
villager to give his/her full involvement to the work for arranging food rather than
visit to the library.

After the theoretical analysis it is clear that along with the formal reasons some
of the crucial factors like that unplanned growth rate in population, socio-economic
diversity, illiteracy and economic poverty have affected the public libraries of West
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Bengal. Along with these perennial issues Covid-19 brings series of impediments
that helps to propel the chances of collapsing.

Welcoming the new normal...

All kind of libraries throughout the globe are facing more or less same problem,

broadly maintenance and what will be measures for reopening the libraries and

what the services that a library can provide in this situation. Drawing on experience

from it International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) has

forwarded some general guidelines:

e Ensuring access to soap and warm water

e Ensuring they have a supply of hand sanitizer

e Keeping surfaces clean, including toys and library computers

e Ensuring that staff and users are encouraged to take time to recover if they
are feeling ill, rather than coming in to work

e Providing pages with useful links to reliable information for users on their
websites and promoting media literacy faced with potential misinformation
online.

Apart from that, some restrictions are put by IFLA in this situation:

e Reconsidering programming such as storytimes or workshops, especially for
groups at risk such as older users. Additional efforts to ensure hygiene, including
through disinfecting hard surfaces. Removing riskier items such as toys or
virtual reality headsets from circulation.

e Considering whether to close study spaces where people may spend a longer
time in the company of others.

e Preparing for potential further restrictions, for example by ensuring that all
staff have the skills and tools to work remotely (if this is possible) and that
services, as far as possible, can still be provided digitally.

The study opines that for the librarians of the public libraries in West Bengal

some measures should be considered as mandatory, they are:

a) Librarian should always use the 3 layer mask (n95 preferable) in his/her duty
hours.
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Use of face shield and gloves should be mandatory.

Hand sanitizers should be used frequently.

It is preferable to setup a counter shield.

Thermal gun and hand sanitizer should be used at the entry point of the library.
Disinfection process should be conducted daily with disinfectant sprays.
Signs and posters can be used by the librarian for giving visual instructions to
the user.

Standing area should be marked for the user.

Implementing quarantine policies on returned books by using three separate
boxes.

Apart from the library personnel there should be a massive change to adopt for
reopening and resuming the services of the library. Here, the study proposes some
measures that should be taken account in this regard, they are:

Necessary changes in rules related to library opening hours and services should
be taken.

Setting limits on user in the library at any one time. It will be preferable to
allow no user for availing reading facility within the library. Only lending process
should be remained open.

There should be a rearrangement in the furniture setup. Ergonomics of the
library should be changed drastically to keep a safe distance of 2 metres
between each person within the library.

Stringent cleaning policy for the library should be followed. Surfaces that are
touched frequently by people especially where the virus can last for longest
(plastics, metals other than copper) should be identified and sanitized in an
interval of 30-35 minutes.

Protocols for screening of every patron who are entering the library should be
formed. Person with fever or mild symptoms will not be allowed to enter in the
premises of the library.

Extension of loan periods for books should be implemented due to this
pandemic. Renewals for lending books should be done automatically, and fine
which are due should be waived for this interim period.
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Reconnecting the community...

Chakraborty (2018) has visualized public libraries as "Third Place" by describing
how essential the public library is for the rural communities in India at rudimentary
level and also tried to forward some feasible suggestions for libraries which are
more than relevant in this context of covid-19. Here, the study opined about some
initiatives that the public library can perform in this situation to engage and
empowered the community properly.

Academic assistance for students

United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDG) has propounded several
measures to develop the rural people in various ways. A prime goal of MDG is the
elevation of the rural community by providing the basic education (Beyond Access,
2012). The manifestation of UNESCO regarding the public libraries has also
forwarded that the public library can play a key role in basic education and the
lifelong learning for the remote community by tagging itself with the basic
education programmes to fulfil the aim. Apart from this general approach, in this
time of Covid-19 specific measures can all be taken by libraries to serve the
community. Public library can help the students in doing their project assignments
for school and colleges by providing resources and academic helps. The librarian
can allow them to use the computer and internet facility to complete the project
or for any online assignments but that should be done by maintaining guidelines.

Assistance in official works

Due to this lockdown many government and private offices physically will be
remained close for a while. There are several official works are pending which
compel the government to incline towards e-governance for performing the
services. But, in rural belt still digital divide strongly visible and that could impede
the larger section of the community from availing the services. In this occasion,
public library can play a major role by assisting local people in their e-governance
works. There are several micro level works like panchayet related works, PDS
services and other official works can be done with the cooperation of public
libraries. This in one hand help in the continuation of the flow of the services and
in the other hand build a strong connection between the library and the community.
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Awareness programme

Outbreaks of covid-19 helps to generate a huge amount to news out of that
maximum are fake news. Fake news get spread through social media and rumours
which creates misconceptions regarding this virus that can cause wide range of
problems within the community and also hamper the policy execution of government
in ground level. It can also develop negligence about the diseases among the
society; so circulation of proper information within the society should be ensured.
In 2005, Ghosh has ascertained that the public libraries have the potential to
spread certain information to create awareness among the people. Public libraries
can turn out to be a strong node in the circulation of health information. Public
library in a ground level information dissemination centre which normally arrange
events, video campaigning, storytelling competitions, awareness campaign, street
dramas, discussion programmes, health seminars to diffuse the proper information
among the community. For covid-19, by maintaining social distancing norms public
library can conduct health camp for primary check up and screening for the common
people. Miking, postering, video campaigning and spreading official information
through community networks public library can create awareness and make the
community aware of the palliative measures.

Fund raising programme

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) report shows that the unemployment
due to the lockdown has raised up to 27.1% in May, 2020 and most of them are
from rural India. Maximum of these people are daily wage labours who have not
savings to spend in this lockdown period. Although government tries to feed them
by providing more aid through PDS but it is not penetrated properly in the reality.
Therefore, public library can raise fund from the locality through campaigning to
distribute dry foods, essential stuffs and medicines to the needy people at this
time of lockdown.

Librarian at your door

It is quite common thing that the basic two elements in the public library system
are the library and its community. Therefore, maintaining the harmony between
these two is the essential obligation of a librarian. This initiative is a kind of
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improvised approach of Barefoot Librarianship where the librarian's job is not
confined within the four walls of the library. Librarian has to develop a continuous
connection with his/her community by disseminating the information to the door
step of the user. The places of the remote communities where the rate of illiteracy
is high, there this kind of approach will be fruitful. Along with this Newspaper
circulation or creating a book chain in the community by circulating books (Krolak,
2006) can also improve the engagement of the people with the library. Initiating
extended home library service (if offered) or returns outreach services in this
situation.

CONCLUSION...

Covid-19 is a big threat to world and it will remain in near future too but the
mankind should bounce back to new normalcy with new measures for this global
pandemic. Public library is also a inseparable stakeholder of the society with a
great responsibility to work as a facilitator for the community in this hard time for
smoothening the daily life of common people. The study tries to re-introspect the
role of the public libraries in West Bengal and tries to forward some feasible
suggestions which can be quite easily in the reality. In the end, the paper has tried
to ascertain that the problems are concerning but they can be solved through the
proper executions of the unique and sustainable approaches. Above all it is clear
that the interventions of both central and state government have needed for the
holistic development of the situation; beside that the mentality of the librarian
should also be constructing and development oriented for the proper and
exhaustive execution of the programmes.
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ABSTRACT
The paper is an attempt to sociologically understand the socio-cultural identity of the
Rajbongshi or 'the people of royal lineage' who have been living for ages in the entire
region of the today's North Bengal (barring its hilly areas), north eastern districts of
Jharkhand, eastern Nepal, Assam and their adjoining areas.

Key words : Rajbongshi, Koch, Kshatriya, Identity, Descendants, Tibeto-Burman group & Mongoloid
group.

INTRODUCTION

About their social identity there are found the following two views:
1) The Rajbongshiand the Koch belong to the same community (Koch-Rajbongshi)
2) The Rajbongshi and the Koch belong to separate communities.

The Rajbongshi was known as the Koch,Mandai,Desi and Paliya in the year 1891.But
they did not accept their ancient identity of the Koch.Thus, the word 'Rajbongshi’
appeared in 1901 when they identified themselves as the Rajbongshi. They
introduced themselves as the Kshatriya in 1911.Presently, the Rajbongshi of North
Bengal are a Scheduled Caste whereas in Assam they are struggling to get the
Scheduled Tribe status. The Rajbongshi comprises two sub-communites; viz.,
Chotobag and Barabag, each of which is divided into many Kaumas (parts). The
clans such as Kashyap, Bashistha, Bharadwaj, Madgaul and Gautam are all included
in a Kauma. The Rajbongshi use various titles as their surname, including Sarkar,
Barman, Roy, Das, Adhikari and Thakur. Their community includes several caste
people such as Brahmin, kamar, dhoba, Paliya etc. A great commonness is found
in the matter of drinking water and food eating among the paliya, Kshatriya and
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Kamar, but the higher caste people never accept the food from the people of Hari
and Dom communities (Dasgupta 2000:62-65).

The Rajbongshi of Assam has two sub-communities; namely, Koch and Saru Koch.
They use Assamese language and script. The Rajbongshi who live in Assam are of
short stature. Their overall height is 161 cm. The head is somewhat of long typein
look. Nose is flat. Like the Rajbongshi of North Bengal they are also non-vegetarian.
They have two clans; namely, Kashyap and Vyas (Dasgupta 2000: 62-65).

The socio-cultural identity of the Koch is a controversial issue in North Bengal.
They have become similar to the lable of Rajbongshi, a Hinduised caste, and they
are often called Koch-Rajbongshi in North Bengal and Assam (Nandi &Vasanti
1997: 446). The literature of the Koch history, particularly theBuranjis (chronicles)
and Vansavalis (genealogies) have categorically identified the Rajbongshi as the
Koch. According to these sources, the ruling family of the Koch kingdom was the
decendant of the Koch tribe and BiswaSingha, the founder of the Koch kingdom,
was son of the first Koch lady Hira. Therefore, the Rajbongshi is a branch of the
Koch as they are the descendants of the Koch kings. More interestingly, the ruling
family has been described as the Shivabongshi and not as the Rajbonngshi because
a prominent male deity named as Lord Shiva was a close relative of the Koch lady
Hira (Das 1994:99-142).

After visiting the areas of Rangpur and some parts of North Bengal in the early
19th century (1807-1814 AD), Buchanan Hamilton remarked that the Koch were
the same as the Rajbongshi. He also argued that all the Koches were the
Rajbongshi but all Rajbongshi were not the Koch (Martin 1976:545). From the
argument of Buchanan Hamilton it is clear that the term 'Rajbongshi' is very
significant where the Mongoloid tribes become 'Rajbongshi' just after giving up
their tribal status and by receiving Hindu customs and rituals. Hamilton supported
the argument of B.H. Hodson that the Koch, Mech, and Kachari, all belonged to
the great Mongolian race, and among them the Koch Rajbongshi were a distinct
Hinduised from of the common stock. Thus, it appears that in the early 19th century
the Koch having been Hinduised received the title Rajbongshi (Hodson 1847: vii).

138 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0




Rethinking 21 Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

The title Rajbongshi was not suitable for the Koch; rather, they liked the Kshatriya
status. The first census report of 1872 revealed that the social identity of the Koch
was like that of the Rajbongshi named as the Bhanga Kshatriya or Bharatiya
Kshatriya (Risely 1981: 492).

Dalton said that in 1550 CE a kingdom was established under the leadership of
Haju, a Mech, by defeating the Kachari. Subsequently, the descendants and the
followers of Haju started to settle in the present Kamrup district of Assam which
lasted for almost 200 years. Later, they were compelled to leave the west and
east Kamrup because of torture by the Muslim and the Ahom. As a result, the
descendants of Haju established their capital at Cooch Behar. Grandson of Haju,
BishwaSingha, along with all his relatives and followers, adopted Hindu religion
and received the title Rajbongshi. Thus, each of the Hindu Koch, except a great
part of the Muslim Koch, claimed the Rajbongshi identity and gave up the Koch
identity. While describing the physical features of the Koch, H. Beveridge remarked,
"face flat and giving rather appearance of squareness, eyes black and oblique.
Hair black and straight, in some curling, nose flat and short, cheek bones prominent,
beard and whiskers rather deficient.....colour of skin in most instances black, hide
of head rather flattened, forehead retreating" (Gangopadhaya 2003: 70).

In the Census report of 1911 the Rajbongshi received the Kshatriya status and the
subsequent Census report of 1921 the Koch also got the Kshatriya status. However,
in Census 1931 the Rajbongshi population increased while the Koch population
decreased. According to the Census reports, in 1921 the Rajbongshi population
was 17, 27,111 which increases to 18, 06,390 in 1931. On the other hand, in 1921
the Koch population was 1, 31,273 which decreased to 81,299 in 1931. Thus, the
population figures of, both, the Koch and the Rajbongshi changed as a result of
the classification of the Koch as the Rajbongshi (Dutta 1969: 139). In the post-
colonial period the Koch and the Mech, both, were included in the same social
identity on the linguistic grounds. At present, there are more Rajbongshi than the
Koch in North Bengal and its adjacent areas whereas a few of the Koch are living
in Lower Assam and its adjacent area.The Koch of West Bengal, western Assam
and Teesta-Brahmaputra valley have merged with the social identity of either the
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Rajbongshi or the Koch-Rajbongshi, to a great extent. On the other hand,
linguistically the Koch have been included in the Tibeto-Burman group of the
Mongoloid race and the Rajbongshi have been considered either a caste or a
linguistic community (Grierson 1969: 61). The Guru Charita of Ramcharan Thakur,
the 16th century biography of Sankaradeva, mentions that the Rajbongshi were
different from the Koch. Thus, according to the Guru Charita, there were separate
ethnic identities of the Rajbongshi and the Koch, though both were known as the
Kshatriya (Thakur 2001: 687).

On 1 May 1910 about 400 participants joined a great conference, held at Rangpur
in East Bengal (now Bangladesh), in which PanchananBarma announced that the
Rajbongshi and the Koch were two different races and there was no blood
relationship and similarity of social customs and culture of the two. The Rajbongshi
are not the Koch, rather they are the Kshatriya. In the concluding speech at the
conference the leader of the Rajbongshi-KshatriysSamiti, Panchanan Sarkar, later,
known as Thakur Panchanan Barma, said that the Rajbongshi had known
themselves as the Kshatriya, forever, and they had frequently struggled for
achieving the Kshatriya status in the society and, in fact, they were separate from
the Koch (Biswas 2006: 279; Upendranath Barman 1994).

Views of the Contemporary Rajbongshi Intellectuals

There are differences between the Koch and the Rajbongshi in language and culture.
Koches introduce themselves as Rajbongshis. But the Rajbongshi do not accept
that Koch are the same as the Rajbongshi. On the other hand, the Rajbongshi
introduce themselves as Rajbongshi-Kshatriya and demand their complete
separateness from the Koch. Again, the Rajbongshi are different from the Paliya,
Mech, Rabha, Toto and Bodo by language, culture and customs. Besides, body
structures of the Mech and the Rabha of Naxalbari and Banarhat are almost to
look like Nepalese (Sources: Rabin Goap, a school teacher, interviewd on 03.11.2011
at Lembutari, Siliguri).
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Rituparno Ghosh's Dosar is an astounding real portrayal of husband wife
relationships that is marred by infidelity, which is a simple and an old subject, but
is portrayed with a completely different story.

Shot entirely in black and white, Dosar (The Companion) opens with Kaushik
Chatterjee (Prasenjit) and his colleague and lover Mita Roy checking out of their
weekend retreat in a riverside resort. On their way back to Kolkata they meet with
an accident. She dies on the spot while he is critically injured.

Kaushik's wife Kaberi (Konkona Sen Sharma) is torn apart between her sense of
duty as a wife and a deep sense of individuality as a betrayed woman. Cut to a
dingy hospital corridor, Kaberi is trying to find the right expression to mask her
anguish and display her indignation over her husband's infidelity. She even tries
hiding behind dark glasses and refuses to sign the hospital form as a mark of
protest. Her friends from the theatre troupe where she works, Bobby (Parambrata
Chattopadyay) and Brinda (Pallavi Chatterjee), are by her side and try to persuade
her to be reasonable and take her husbands responsibility at such a crisis hour.

Next we see a very poignant slow motion shot of Mita's body being taken away as
her husband and little son look on. Kaberi goes home that night and sits behind
the living room sofa crying by herself. Her neighbour drops in to console her, but
primarily to find out details of the affair and to inform her that the news was all
over the television. We see various people around Kaberi reacting in different
ways to the disclosure of the affair and to Kaushik's painfully slow recovery.
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We also see Kaberi alternating between being rude, unresponsive and grudgingly
considerate. She tells her brother-in-law that she wants nothing to do with Kaushik
anymore and wants a divorce. But she still goes to visit him in the hospital that
day with her brother-in-law and when she finds out, that night, from her brother-
in-law, that Kaushik has had an attack of breathlessness, she gets extremely
worried. With these contradictory feelings she begins to fight her days and tries
to control emotional outbursts in a way that only a woman can do. Her mother
tells her she must be patient and work things out with Kaushik and that it was just
a mistake on his part. However Kaushik's mother, surprisingly, tells Kaberi that
has all the right to take her own decision regarding their marriage and whatever
may be her decision, she will be there to support her.

Kaberi informs Kaushik that his lover is dead, quite unexpectedly, when his boss
Mr. Sanyal and his wife come to visit him at the hospital. Later, she calls up the
boss's wife to apologise. It is quite evident that she doesn't know how to deal
with the situation and relate to a bed-ridden husband whose infidelity she has
stumbled upon under such bizarre circumstances. Nor does Kaushik know how to
cope with his grief and try to pacify his angry wife at the same time.

Then, one day, Kaberi pays a visit to Mita's husband. He keeps his eyes fixed on a
football match on television, while she conducts an almost one-sided, awkward
conversation. Mita's son is sitting at the dining table in the background, covering
his books. Mita's husband gives Kaberi a book that has been found among her
personal effects. Kaberi tells him her husband doesn't read that author, but he
points to Kaushik's name written on the book in Mita's handwriting. Kaberi keeps
the small talk going and offers to help Mita's husband recover her provident fund
money. He doesn't respond to this offer but gets up again and gives her a packet
of condoms-his retort to her offer and another unpleasant residue of the affair.

Kaberi's friends Bobby and Brinda are themselves in the midst of an extra-marital
relationship. Their interaction forms the film's sub-plot and the ups and downs
they go through give us a measure of what may have happened if Mita had lived
or what could have been the provocation behind the Mita-Kaushik affair. Brinda
talks of a husband who's uncaring and occasionally violent. But more than once,
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she likens Bobby to him. Bobby doesn't like this comparison with his rival, but
what Brinda's comments suggest is that her husband was a different man when
she decided to marry him and that Bobby may become a different person if she
continues her relationship with him. It alludes to the ever-changing, constantly
evolving nature of human relationships.

Meanwhile, Kaushik comes home and Kaberi continues with her overtly indifferent
behaviour with him, but eventually gives in from time to time. Kaushik knows he
must rebuild his bridges with his wife and tries asking her if she wants to know
why he had the affair, while she's giving him a sponge bath and opening up his
bandages. She says she doesn't because she isn't sure if he's capable of being
entirely honest.

Kaberi often threatens divorce but ultimately is overpowered by the wife in her
and cannot resist fulfilling her duties towards her husband at the time of crisis.
On the other hand, Kaushik is also caught in his own predicament. He has to not
only come to terms with the loss of a loved one but is faced with the daunting task
of winning back his wife's trust.

Mita's husband gets a prostitute home and there is a violent scene where he tries
venting his frustration and helplessness on her. His hand reaches for her throat
and she slaps him hard before abusing him and walking off. He spends the rest of
the day hovering outside Kaberi's house and when she finally comes back in the
evening, he confesses to her about the incident, hoping that she would truly
understand his situation.

We find two sides of Kaberi in the movie- the wife who loves her husband and
wants him to get well soon, while on the other side, there is this agonising grief
and betrayal by her husband. She struggles, fights and tries to explain herself in
her own way. Finally the wife in her wins and she cannot restrain herself from
doing the duties as a wife.

144 ISBN : 978-93-83010-37-0




Rethinking 21 Century (Covid-19 Special Edition) 2020I-11, Kultali Dr. B.R.Ambedkar College

The film ends on a reconciliation of sorts. We know that the relationship between
Kaberi and Kaushik will never be the same again. For Kaushik and Kaberi the
accident is the beginning of a whole new world of discoveries of love,
companionship and lust. In a film that's deliberately shot in black & white, the
answers lie in the grey areas and Ghosh leaves a lot to our own interpretation. He
tries to portray through this the colourlessness in the husband wife relationship,
the darkness implying that the individuals involved in the relationship might often
want to hide something from each other.

Satyajit Ray famously said once that, villains didn't interest him, and a lot of Dosar's
power comes from the recognition that the worst qualities on view here are basic
human failings that any of us are vulnerable to. There was also a touch of 'Charulata’
in the last scene, with its hint of a wife's acceptance or reconciliation to the social
order.

Through this movie RituparnoGhosh comes with his deep understanding of the
complexities of relationship between a husband and a wife, an anti-patriarchal
view added with the emotional dimension of humans. But at the same time we
see that Kaberiis a modern, 21st century woman, tied to the traditional patriarchal
values, presenting herself as a typical Indian dutiful wife, in a sari, bindi, and the
traditional 'bun'.

The husband -wife relationship that has been portrayed in this movie can be
analysed in the backdrop of the various studies on marriage which helps to provide
a sociological relevance to this movie as a content of my analysis.

Marriage is generally defined as a union of two individuals which gives them
sexual legitimation. Jessie Bernard in her book 'The Future of Marriage' says that
in every marital union there are two marriages-'his' marriage and 'her' marriage
and 'his' marriage is always better than 'her' marriage. Marriage in our society is
structured in such a way that we fail to differentiate between his or her marriage
and more so how worse her marriage is. More wives than husbands suffer from
marital frustration and dissatisfaction. But in spite of that, a large proportion of
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married women consider themselves and their marriages to be happy and never
let the society feel the dissatisfaction with which they live within a marriage. This
aspect is clearly visible in the context of this movie whereby Kaberi, though she is
absolutely torn by the revelation of her husband's infidelity, knows how to conceal
her emotions in such a state for example the initial scene where Kaberi is wearing
her black shades in the hospital and also tries not to be directly involved with the
process of her husband's treatment by refusing to sign his medical forms. There
are instances where she loses her temper and react especially in front of her
brother in law, Bubul, or in front of her husband's boss and his wife. But just
immediately after, she controls back her emotions. Through this it is observed
that whatever may be the situation, a wife must know how to maintain her
husband's honour and status.

Jessie Bernard also puts forward her 'Shock Theory of Marriage', whereby a woman
by being a wife experiences a cultural shock and the need to redefine herself
completely, conforming to the needs and demands of the husband. This leads to a
phenomenon termed as the 'Pygmalion effect' where after marriage a woman
starts living for her husband losing her own self esteem. Kaberi even though she
isin a completely shattered state, she does not step back from fulfilling her duties
towards her critically ill husband.

Kaberi tries hard to be a responsible wife and she doesn't even open up to her
own mother.

Women through marriage learn to internalise the norms and adjust and accept to
any form of discomfort within the marriage. It is the process of socialisation that
helps to structure marriage in such a way for the women. In this movie we see
how Kaberi's own mother tried to make her succumb to the patriarchal structure
of marriage. She tries to make her understand how she shouldn't hold back any
grudges against Kaushik and should forgive him for all that he has done for it was
just an honest mistake on his part. She almost subtly forces Kaberi to start a new
life with Kaushik not considering her feelings and emotions.
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Christine Delphy and Diana Leonard through their study on the variety of work
done by the wives show that how they commonly contribute to their husbands
work by actually doing some of it for him or with him. They also perform what
Finch calls 'peripheral activities' which are not central demands but which still
helps in the smooth conduct of his work and success. Wives also need to take
care of most of the household tasks. Here we can draw the examples of how
Kaberi helps her husband in taking a bath and shaving and all other such activities.
Even though she hires two nurses to take care of Kaushik at home she could not
keep herself from fulfilling her duties towards her husband.

In a marital relationship wives mostly engage in active relationship work whereby
she needs to observe and moderate the husbands emotions, be a silent listener
and her husband's confidante. She is expected to listen to all his woes and console
him. In this movie Kaberi initially turns a deaf ear to all her husband's problems as
she says that all that Kaushik does not interest her. She does this to emotionally
distance herself from Kaushik. But ultimately she gives in to Kaushik's recurring
attempts to win her back. She listens to all that he had to say and thereby starts a
new life afresh with Kaushik.

Marriage is thus an unequal contract where by the wife's love make sure that 'his'
marriage is taken for granted. Since in most cases it is observed that within marriage
it is the husband who has the authority and the wife is docile and submissive. But
quite contrary to this idea this movie portrays Kaberi as an extremely strong, level
headed bold woman who ultimately succumb to the societal norms and pressures.
Even though the scenario in the contemporary society is changing, yet the norms
of being a 'good wife', who fulfils all her husband's wants and need, remain the
same.

But the patriarchal form of society still continues by adding to the value of the

men involved within a marriage and thereby ensuring them of the following rights
which are Economic, Domestic, Sexual and Right over the Offspring.
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But we see in context of this particular movie, made in the 21st century, that the
contemporary form of marriage and the husband wife relationship especially within
a nuclear family moves ahead of this patriarchal structure and none of the above
mentioned rights are absolute for the man in the marriage. Here we see that
Kaberi was partially dependent on her husband in terms of economy as she works
with a theatre group herself. Kaushik also doesn't have absolute domestic rights
over Kaberi and more so after the mishap. Kaberi has total control over their sexual
life, and since they do not have a child the question of right of the man over the
offspring becomes invalid in this context.

Anthony Giddens is of the opinion that the trend towards the Pure Relationship is
paralleled by the emergence of a more responsive and creative form of sexuality
which he terms as Plastic Sexuality, which is a new way of looking at sexuality
that is not simply restricted to marriage. Giddens gives emphasis to the fragile
form of personal intimacy in the highly self reflexive modernity. An individual in
this post modern period enters into relationships to fulfil their own sexual desires,
needs and wants. This is evident in the relationship that Kaushik shared with
Mita.

The relationship between a husband and a wife has always remained quite a
complex one. Thereby in my analysis of the movie Dosar, | have tried to bring out
such wide array of relationship vitalities in and out marriage.
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ABSTRACT

Raja Rammohan Roy, father of modern India, is worldly appreciated for his dynamic
activities in favour of welfare of mankind. His strive against all forms of corruption,
injustices and inhumanities in the name of religion and discriminatory factors in society
seated him at the apex of great honour. One of the dimensions of his social activities
was his endeavour of women liberation from all sorts of social injustice and
discrimination. This present paper seeks to explore the various aspects of Roy's activities

in favour of women's liberation in all spheres of social life from liberal perspective.

Key words : Liberty, Idolatry, Ancestor

Roy appeared perhaps at the darkest age of Indian history (1772),when the
whole nation was submerged under mediaeval customs, superstitions and
misdeeds. National unity was absent in people's mind and the worthless acts,
ceremonies and rituals were taken place in name of tradition. Priestly tyranny was
prevalent in all spheres of social lives. The destructive social norms crushed the
status of women in atrocious manner. The worst social evils like caste system,
suttee, infant marriage, polygamy, purdah were highly existed in 18th century
Bengal. Several injunctions were imposed in name of religious norms in women's
lives which were heavier challenge to the spheres of women's rights and liberties.
Roy, the ardent reformer visualized this horrible condition of the society and came
forward as a savior to rescue the nation from all sorts of degradation.

Roy realized the key role of idolatry and priesthood behind the declination of human
ethics and values. He argued that the practice of idolatry was opposite to the
rituals of earlier ancestors. "l endeavoured to show that idolatry of the Brahmins
was the contrary to the practice of their ancestors, and the principles of the ancient
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books and authorities which they profess to revere and obey" Roy's letter to Mr.
Gordon in 1832 from London. Roy felt the importance of socio-religious reforms in
order to achieve social unity and political advance (Biswas, 2011) .

Roy witnessed the grievous condition of women and put his huge efforts to eradicate
all impediments in the women's lives. He undertook several agenda to rescue
women lives from the prevalent social norms and injunctions of the patriarchal
society. He was aware of that, "..women constituted a substantial part of the
society both numerically and qualitatively and any discrimination against them
would be harmful to the social interest" (Das &Mahapatra, 1996) . He felt the
inevitability of the social reforms from the grassroot level to uplift women status
in society. He took several attempts to enhance mass awareness of gender-
equality. He felt the importance of civil society in this context and published various
articles, books, pamphlets in different languages to acquaint people with the
original spirit of ancient socio-cultural heritage of India.

Suttee, the woman burning practice at the funeral pyre of her husband was the
most inhuman and heinous practice which was prevalent at that time in many
regions in India and was perpetuated at a large scale in Bengal. This sacrifice of
women's lives was highly preached and appreciated by the orthodox section as
well as the priesthood. In this barbarous practice a women was motivated to
sacrifice her life by her own will or sometimes by force. Suttee was considered as
the expression of a wife's devotion and love to her husband. Sometimes this
practice was preached to the women section as a tactic of the expiation of the
misdeeds by the deceased husbands and the family members. And this merit of
self sacrifice was propagated to the women section from very early age of their
lives. Rammohan revealed the greedy intention of the priests and the family
members of the women behind their sanctity towards suttee. He explored the
motive of deprivation of women's rights from property as the main reason behind
the support of suttee. He vigorously campaigned against this murder in the name
of religion. He firmly argued that, suttee was not sanctioned in ancient Hindu
scriptures; rather the life of Brahmacharya got more importance to the ancient
law-makers for the women, after the dismissal of their husbands. Roy cited many
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guotes from the ancient texts and tried to form public opinion in support of the
abolition of the Suttee rite. He wrote three treatises in this case, 'Sahamaran
Visayak Prabartak - Nibartak Sambad' (1818), 'Sahamaran Visayak Prabartak -
Nibartak Sambad'(1819) and 'Sahamaran Visaya' (1820) ( Nazir, 2011) . Brahma
Sabha also played an important role in supports of women's rights and liberties.
Despite facing lot of obstruction and criticism from the orthodox section, Roy
successfully expressed his opinion in favour of the eradication of the barbarous
practice of Suttee to the Governor General Lord William Bentinck and finally this
shameful practice was legally banned by the British government in 1829. With an
utilitarian outlook Roy inquired the usefulness and aptness of all socio-religious
norms and stood against every discriminatory factors of the society.

Infant marriage is a severe issue in the context of child's life. It is a vigorous
challenge towards child's health, education and potentiality. This practice was
very common in the 19th century Bengal. Roy himself was a victim of infant marriage
and polygamy as he was given to marriage thrice in his childhood. He was aware
that the women were the main prey of these practices. He realized the awkward
consequences of infant marriage towards society. Roy strongly opposed this sinister
practice of infant marriage and argued for women's right to education and property
to elevate their status in all wings of society.

Polygamy was a common phenomenon in Bengal at that period. The practice of
polygamy was deteriorated women status in enormous manner. Roy raised his
voice against this practice and argued that, polygamy was not supported by the
ancient authorities.This shameful practice of polygamy supported the marriage of
Kulin Brahmins in many times in their lifespan by taking money from the spouse's
houses. Roy traced the practice of polygamy as a major threat towards women's
lives and opposite to the main spirit of marriage. In his personal life, Roy clearly
mentioned in his property will that if any member of his family would violate this
rule of marriage, he would be disinherited from his right to property (Mitra, 2002).
He also requested the British ruler to introduce a stringent law to abolish this
depraved practice from society.
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The deprivation of women's rights to property was another determinative factor
for the marginal position of women in society. Different injunctions were imposed
time to time to restrict their rights to property. The Dayabhaga and Dayatatwa
which were prevalent in Bengal, awfully constrained women's right to property
from their paternal and husband's sides. The modern commentators of Dayabhaga
totally denied wives share of their husband's possessions whether she had any
issue or not. In his tract 'Brief Remarks Regarding Modern encroachment on the
Ancient Rights of Females' (1822) Roy argued in favour of women's right to property
and cited several excerpts from encient texts in this regards. He quoted the
principles of Yagnavalka, "after the death of a father let a mother also inherit an
equal share with her sons in the division of the property left by their father"
(Upadhyaya,1990) . Roy was anxious about the consequences of the misguiding
and misinterpretation of the ancient texts by the priest of the Hindu society. He
firmly stood in support of women's right to education and property to make them
self sufficient in decision making process and financially independent.

Roy rejected the argument of the patriarchal society that women were inferior to
men, ineligible to trust. He challenged the validation of such beliefs (Collet, 1914)
. He supported all progressive initiatives in favour of women's rights and liberties
and advocated the introduction of modern education to increase the awareness
of the masses towards gender-eguality in light of rationality and scientific
reasoning.

Roy was one of the prominent figures of the women's liberation movement in
India. His progressive activities and stand for upliftment of women's status in all
segments of society will always be remembered and he will be acknowledged as
one the great leaders of women's journey towards empowerment in India.
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ABSTRACT
Violence of women is a universal phenomena representing man's aggressiveness,
hostilities, conflicts, and brutalities. The plight of woman is harrowing against their
freedom and existence. The emergence of feminist thought in Mary Wollstonecraft's A
Vindication of the Rights of Women, Simon de Beavoir's The Second Sex and Kate
Millet's Sexual Politics are remarkable. Literary writers all over world has focussed
around women's issues of identity, alienation suppression and protests attached to
her lot. Doris Lessing, Nobel Prize Winner, a most powerful socially conscientious
writer of our times has drawn our attention to trials and tribulations of women in a
patriarchal society. The Golden Notebook by Lessing is a powerful critique on women
issues. Through portrayal of women like Anna, Molly, Ella, Julia, Marrion, Lessing seems
to suggest that what it means to be a free woman in the complex and fragmented socio-
political atmosphere of mid-twentieth century. This paper aims to analyze major as
well as minor female characters to present woman's vision of life as delineated by
Doris Lessing in The Golden Notebook. On the other hand Toni Morrison's Beloved as
African-American literature, has become more attentive to historical and social context
and slavery system of America. Here the female characters are presented as Sethe, the
main character in Beloved is a free slave from "Sweet Home" and other characters
Beloved is mysteriously died , Denver is isolated, and Baby Suggs is totally freedom in
domestic work. Now | want to discuss why these female characters both these novels
are oppressed in society by socio-economical-political condition and inhuman social
systems. So | want to analysis in my point of view why a woman want to come out from
social system or family bondage to be free and expresses her own identity in society

like Ann, Molly, Ella, Sethe and Denver.

Key words : Female identity, 20" century, The Golden Notebook .

INTRODUCTION

Doris Lessing was well known as a writer of novels and short stories; The
Golden Notebook, published in 1962, solidified her reputation. This novel was
regarded as a controversial for its fragmented and postmodern style of narration,
criticism of radical politics, directly discussion for female sexuality and their
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ultimate freedom. On the other hand Toni Morrison, an American writer wrote her
famous novel, Beloved, won Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1988, set after the American
Civil War (1861-65), inspired the story of African-American slavery system.
Morrison's texts as African- American Literature has become more attentive to
historical and social context with specific places and moments in time.

Writing:

Male oppression, disillusionment and betrayal are the main theme of the novels,
Beloved and The Golden Notebook. In this novel The Golden Notebook, Anna and
Molly are presented themselves "Free Women". They believe that to be free means
to be single, free of marriage obsession and to have physical relation whenever
they even with married men. In this context Molly said " Free. Do you know, when
| was away, | was thinking about us and | have decided that we're a completely
new type of woman". On the other hand, Sethe , the main character of the novel
Beloved, escaped from slavery " Sweet Home" and reaching of waiting children at
her mothe-in- law's home, but Sethe was found by her master who attempted to
reclaim her and her children.

Doris Lessing represents all Families in the novel as broken ones. There was no
responsibility of parents to their children. This break down is due to the twisted
relationships between fathers and mothers. First of all Anna got married to Max
and gave birth to a daughter , named Janet, and then got divorced. Anna's friend
Molly, was married to Richard, gave birth to a son named Tommy and Likewise,
they got divorced. On the other hand the mental bond between Sethe and her
childrenin Morrison's Beloved, prevent the development of herself. Sethe develops
a dangerous maternal passion that result in murder of one daughter, her own "
best self".

Both these novel The Golden Notebook and Beloved, show us that Ann and Sethe
are break down and tried to free-women. Anna's breakdown came to an end when
Saul supported her and encourage her to write a novel through providing her with
its theme, as well as, its first sentence " the two women were alone in the London
flat." Escaping from Sweet Home and reaching her waiting children at her mother-
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in-law's home, Sethe was found by his master, who reclaimed her and her children.
Sethe grabbed her children, ran in to the tool shed, and tried to kill them all. She
succeeded only in killing her eldest daughter. Sathe claimed that she was " trying
to put my babies where they found safe."

Lessing's protagonist Anna Wulf resembles her in every aspect psysical as well
as a psychological alienation, a state that result from the political situations giving
rise to the superiority of men over women. Moreover, the sense of fragmentation
result from the heroines' usual attempts to be " free women", to free themselves
completely from men. Sethe , Paul D. and Denver all experience this loss of self
which could be reminded by the acceptance of the past and memory of their original
identities of their repressed memories and the reintegration of their selves.

CONCLUSION :

Now the question naturally comes both of these novel The Golden Notebook and
Beloved, why most of the female character are suffering, oppressed by male,
disillusion, betrayal, mental breakdown and fragmentation from the society? What
was the cause of their mentally, physically, politically and morally disillusionment?
Why are they not stapled in their family life and had not responsible to their
children? In modern times women are suffered by the identity crises and when
they could not tolerate , they tried to freewoman just like Sethe and Anna Wulf.
Same derogating picture we note through the character of Alka and Dolly in Mahesh
Dattani's novel Bravely Faught the Queen and through the character of Matangani
in Bankim Chandra chattopadhyay's Rajmohan's Wife. | want to come out the
problem of women by which they are suffered, ultimate their freedom as a
freewomen and exile from the society.
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